Read the Reddit posts. Why do people actually travel? Is there any need to travel in the 21st centure?[image: ]
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France is so awesome, Europe too. There's nothing better for a real vacation.
Traveling far away is an experience, not a vacation.
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| agree. | spent all my childhood vacations in European countries in a camper van, and not
once was | jealous of the people in my class who came back to school talking about their
vacations on the other side of the world.
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You can ask any adventurer who goes on vacation to Paris, they're still gonna do the
Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame, and Montmartre combo, no matter how they travel. All this
to say that even if you travel off the beaten path, you're still gonna stick to the touristy
spots because it's "the most impressive."
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| think you've hit on something important, but actually, we're not talking about the same thing
when we say "travel."

What you're describing, the endless airports, the tourist traps, the overpriced museums, the
hotels that blow your budget, that's consumer tourism. And frankly, you're not wrong, this
standardized industry where you buy a pre-packaged experience is often overrated,
superficial, and exhausting. You pay a fortune to tick boxes on an Instagram checklist.

But there's another way to travel, completely different.

In my early twenties, | did the whole Mediterranean coast from Marseille to Istanbul with a
friend. Two months, on foot/bus/hitchhiking, on the fly, in total "galére" mode (roughing it).
We slept where we could: at locals' places who hosted us, a few youth hostels when there
was space, parks under the stars in our sleeping bags, sometimes barns or chapels, bus
shelters...

It's the best memory of my life. Not despite the "galére," thanks to it.
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The way you travel reflects the way the people you observe consume things. Ticking off
boxes and collecting Insta spots is the same as wanting the latest phone. And that, for me
too, is for sure a status thing.

Then again, you can travel in many ways, go visit friends or get out of tourist areas, and both
in terms of experience and budget, it's completely different.

Some countries are really cheap, even more so if you're not in tourist areas. In Colombia, you
have restaurants that do daily menus for 2.5 dollars and you can visit nature for not much.

Besides, it's not an obligation to like traveling, and there shouldn't be social pressure about it.
For example, I've never spent a euro on video games, but | understand that some people are
willing to spend a lot of money on them.
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Reading all this, | get the feeling the problem isn't so much the trip itself, but your current
financial situation. You seem to be really hung up on that aspect, plus you're clearly envious
of those who can afford to travel far.

Traveling can also be a round trip by train to Belgium to eat 3 waffles and visit 2 breweries.
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For many people, traveling is like shopping or watching Netflix: passive consumption that
doesn't require any effort (other than financial) or special skills, an easy pastime, and
therefore very common.

It's a status symbol and a way of belonging to a social class, a bit like clothes or political
opinions displayed on social media.
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| agree. People who are addicted to travel, especially as a status symbol, totally gross me out,
especially on dating apps. Especially those whose entire identity revolves around it and who
look down on you if you're not constantly traveling. Personally, I've lived almost my whole
life/lwas born abroad (even though I'm originally French) and every move from one country to
another is exhausting, | couldn't do that "for fun"... the best thing is, at the very least, if you
like the culture of a country, to go there and spend more time there and really do everything
thoroughly... but what's the point of constantly traveling??
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Traveling is overrated

| traveled to quite a few countries when | was young, haven't done it at all for years, and I've come
to this conclusion. Traveling (abroad) is totally overrated. It's a money pit, you spend your time
paying, paying way too much because when you're a tourist you go to touristy places that are by
definition overpriced. You're taken for a sucker everywhere you go because you're a tourist
surrounded by other tourists. Trips are tiring, spending hours in airports (where everything is even
more overpriced than elsewhere), planes and buses are exhausting. So yeah, some people here are
gonna tell me "Waaah you can take low-cost flights, do free activities, sleep in a hostel with 20
strangers who snore and eat supermarket sandwiches, it's not that expensive". Well, if it's to travel
like a bum and count pennies, I'd rather stay home where | struggle enough, thanks. I've already
talked about it on another community, but there's a kind of obsession with travel where you
absolutely have to "do" (unbearable expression) as many countries as possible and show it all on
Instagram and talk about it to everyone. In the end, a big trip is almost the price of a car, all for a few
days of "change of scenery".

So traveling can be interesting, but only when you're well-off and can afford to travel very
comfortably without compromising your overall finances. Otherwise, the interest is very limited for
me.
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There's a form of mass overconsumption of travel, and especially long-distance, exotic travel
by plane, which is indeed a bit sad and incompatible with environmental requirements.

But even so, | think it's unpopular in a bourgeois microcosm that can afford to go far. Many
French people go on vacation in France, to nice and simple places. Camping is booming in
France, for example. | spent my childhood on vacation in family or friend's country houses or
camping, and frankly, it's super cool. Vacations are good for you, but sometimes going 10 km
is enough to feel like you're in a different place.
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