Super Weird Jobs with Salaries That Are Just as Unusual

Read information about weird jobs and speak about your experience in this field.
[image: X Weird Jobs That Pay Surprisingly Well]There are many more occupations that are held by the roughly 128 million full-time workers in the U.S. than the typical jobs that first come to our minds. There also exist a countless number of odd jobs that fall way outside your typical nine-to-five. 
As weird and unconventional as many of these jobs may be, it doesn’t mean they’re not good, respectable jobs. Many of these unusual jobs come with annual salaries you wouldn’t be ashamed to discuss. They’re just...different. And, like any job, they each come with their own set of rewards and challenges. 
But if you’re looking for a job that’s a little different — but also pays surprisingly well — then look no further. 
Here are some weird jobs that pay weirdly well, too.

1. Elevator inspector
These inspectors make sure your elevator delivers you seamlessly, but their job also goes beyond elevators. These inspectors examine and maintain all lifting and conveying devices — such as elevators, escalators, moving sidewalks, ski lifts, and even amusement park rides — to ensure they meet safety and compliance codes. The next time you reach your floor without plummeting to the ground, you know who to thank.

Education: You’ll typically need at least a high school diploma with considerable related-work experience, as inspectors typically learn on the job.
Average salary range: $56,000-$83,000

2. Sommelier
If your passion for wine extends beyond drinking it, a job as a sommelier might be of interest. A sommelier, or wine steward, manages everything from identifying and purchasing an organization’s wine collection to its proper storage and promotion. You’ll likely work with kitchen staff to develop food and wine pairings, as well.
Sommeliers commonly work with upscale restaurants, hotels, and other locations where expensive wines are sold. They’re expected to demonstrate a thorough knowledge of wines, vineyards, geographic regions, and, of course, the grapes themselves.

Education: Requirements can vary, but some employers look for years of experience in addition to culinary school training with an emphasis on the fermented grape drink (wine).
Average salary range: $46,000-$75,000
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3. New York City hot dog vendor
You can’t just slap a hot dog stand anywhere on the side of the road and expect to make a killing, but in the right location, a full-time gig selling hot dogs can turn a decent profit. It’s not unheard of for vendors in prime New York City spots to pay over $300,000 in annual rent to the city — so what must they be bringing in if they can afford this type of fee? 
According to the New York Post, one hot dog vendor raked in up to $400 each day when business was peaking and only paid $60 a year for a vendor's license. 
Education: While no specific education requirements are necessary, you are running a business, so brushing up on key business skills couldn’t hurt. 
Estimated salary range: $60,000-$100,000+? 

4. Ice cream taster
An ice cream taster, also known as a taste tester or food scientist, checks to make sure each type of ice cream is up to snuff, containing the right ingredients, textures, and flavors so consumers won’t be disappointed. Depending on the role and the company, tasters may even be involved with inventing new ice cream flavors. 
Education: Many companies look for candidates to have a degree in dairy science or food science, as well as a keen sensitivity to tastes. 
Average salary range: $60,000-$101,000 


5. Body part model
Have a nice pair of hands? According to Forbes, a top “parts model” can make around $75,000 a year. Depending on their look — delicate or “practical” — hand models will usually either book fashion and beauty shoots or commercial work for food and cleaning products. You may even find yourself doubling for celebrities who have a less-than-appealing set of their own. 
Average salary range: $150-$2,500 for a day’s work, up to $75,000 per year.

6. Professional bridesmaid
Friends play an important role in weddings, but let’s face it, not all our friends are the best at tackling problems, nor do they always give the best advice. Professional bridesmaids step in to help brides through their big day. 
If you’ve got a knack for problem-solving, a love for wedding celebrations, a job as a professional bridesmaid might be a good fit. 
Education: There might not be specific education requirements, but general business and strong customer service skills will help you excel in this role. 
Average salary range: $18,000-$95,000 

7. Food stylist
Ever wonder why that cheeseburger looks so good in the commercial but is haphazardly constructed when you pull it out of the bag to eat it? You can thank the food stylist for that. These professionals are responsible for making foods look as appetizing as possible, usually for photoshoots, films, television commercials, and upscale restaurants. 
Education: Food stylists tend to get work by providing a portfolio, so experience is the best way to land these gigs, though some employers may want to see a background in design or the completion of culinary school. 
Average salary range: $44,000-$98,000 

8. Computer hacker
The job of a computer hacker is important when used for good. Your hacking skills can be used by companies who want to test their software to make sure that it is secure. Also called white hat hackers, these ethical computer experts are paid to legally break into a company's network to find weaknesses to help prevent real hackers from accessing it later on. 
Education: The skills of white hat hackers are important in a world where technology runs huge organizations. This job requires a college degree in a related technological field.
Average salary: $93,861 per year
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