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1 Warm up

What’s themost important thing for you about choosing a job? Put these items in order of importance,
1-5.

• having opportunities to learn and develop new skills ___

• helping other people ___

• making a lot of money ___

• staying in the job for a long time ___

• working a reasonable number of hours every day or week ___

What else is important to you?
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2 Vocabulary

Read the sentences and then match each item in bold with the meaning below. In each set, one item
relates to types of workers; the other relates to types of work.

(A) I design book covers. I used towork for a big publisher, but a few years ago I becamea freelancer.

There are quite a few advantages to self-employment, but one thing I don’t enjoy is billing my

clients.

→ finding work for yourself instead of working for an employer, possibly having your own

business: 1

→ a person who sells their work or services to different companies: 2

(B) I live in London and I’m a web developer. Actually, I’m an agency worker and I’ve just started a

new job in Manchester! I’m lucky that they’re happy to have meworking remotely.

→ a person who has a contract with a hiring company who sends them to do work for other

companies: 1

→ a way of working where you don’t have to be in the office all the time - it relies on using

technology to keep in touch with the employer: 2

(C) I’m a digital nomad so I can work anywhere and anytime I like. This week, my office is a balcony

with a view of the beach in Portugal. I really love working flexibly like this – I was going to spend

some time in Italy next month, but I have to go to a meeting back at the office in London.

→ a way of working which allows you to choose when and where you work: 1

→ a person who can work anywhere in the world because they use technology to keep in touch

with their employer; they can travel around to enjoy different locations or live more cheaply:

2
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(D) I’m an apprentice engineer at a factory that makes cardboard boxes. It’s more interesting than

it sounds, but it’s shift work so I sometimes have to work all night.

→ a person who is learning new skills on the job and is also paid a small amount of money:

1

→ a system where the workplace is always open, and workers have to come in at different times of

the day and night: 2

(E) I’ve had a lot of different jobs in my time. Right now, I’m working on a zero-hours contract for

a food delivery service. I’ve also been a temporary employee in a call centre.

→ a way of working which depends on how much work is available; the employer does not have to

offer you a minimum number of hours: 1

→ a person who has arranged to work in a company for a short period of time: 2

(F) I’ve just graduated with a degree in fashion and now I’m an intern at a kids’ clothing company.

I like it here and I’m hoping this will lead to some full-time work.

→ a person who works in a company for a limited time to get the experience of a job, often

without being paid: 1

→ a type of job that takes up all of a working week: 2

Answer these questions.

1. Sometimes we refer to working remotely asWFH. What do these letters stand for?

2. What’s the opposite of full-time work?

3. What’s the opposite of a temporary employee?
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There are lots of reasonswhy peoplemight not beworking. Complete the sentenceswith these items.

a) parental leave b) made redundant c) on strike d) unemployed

e) retired f) fired g) sick leave

1. After more than 35 years’ service, my uncle from his job. He’s seventy.

2. Henry was because he insulted one of the company’s most important clients.

3. I’m glad to get back to work after taking a few months , but I really miss the baby.

4. She’s been for a while, but she’s applying for at least five jobs every week.

5. Some people have had to take extended due to the effects of long covid.

6. The company had to cut costs, so they got rid of several people in the sales department. They

were .

7. The sign says that the shop is closed because the workers are for higher wages.

Answer these questions.

1. In British English sacked is a synonym for one of these terms – which one?

2. Sometimes parental leave is called maternity leave for women. What is it called for men?

3. In which of these situations are people still being paid?

3 Listening

You are going to hear three people talk about their working life. The first time you listen, decide what
type of job each person does.

Speaker 1:

Speaker 2:

Speaker 3:
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Read the text of the recordings and complete the gaps with words from the vocabulary you have
studied in this lesson. Listen again the check your ideas.

1) Hi, my name is Rafferty and I enjoy my job mostly because it allows me to be very creative. I started

out in the industry as an 1, fresh out of fashion college. I wasn’t happy at that company

though, so I didn’t stay long. I took up a position in the men’s department with a much larger brand,

and I’ve been lucky to find 2 work here – I’m now head of department and an industry

advisor on recycling. One thing I’m very proud of is that I shared 3 with my partner

when our twins were born seven years ago. Both of us work 4 these days, so we can

manage taking them to school and picking them up without outside help. My advice to anyone who

wants this type of career would be to keep changing companies until you find one that feels right.

2) Pleased to meet you – my name is June. I always knew I’d be the type of person who follows

a vocation because helping people is very important to me. At school we had lots of advice about

choosing an occupation, whichwas really helpful because it meant we knew the right subjects to study.

I did a combination of science and social studies and then went on to train at a big teaching hospital.

I’m single, so I often do 1 and that’s pretty well paid, so I usually work 2.

These days, I’m actually an 3 but the job I’m doing right now is not very exciting –

patients come to see me when they need a medical note to go on 4. I might start

looking for another post soon.

3) So, I’m Nancy and I work for a big firm that specializes in property sales. This is a profession I’ve

always wanted to be part of – my parents both had the same job. It’s quite interesting and very well

paid. Once you become a senior partner, you can work any way you like. I’ve got colleagues who’ve

bought houses in the south of France and now work 1. In the next ten years I could

either do the same and become a 2 or I could start my own company and see what

3 is like – maybe even both! It is quite long hours, so most people in this line of work

look forward to when they’re 4, and they can slow down a bit.
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4 Language in context

Look back at the text of the recordings and match the words in bold with the correct meanings. Two
of the items share one meaning.

1. → a job or series of jobs that someone does in their working life, often in one

professional area

2. → the type of work you do, this word often appears as a question on forms

(formal)

3. → the job that someone does in an organization which has specific

responsibilities

4. → a type of work that needs a high level of education, training or skills

5. →a type ofwork that a person feels they arewell suited to andwhich requires

a lot of time and energy

Finish these sentences so that they are true for you.

1. I always write _______________ when a form asks me for my occupation.

2. I wouldn’t consider applying for a position/post if _______________

3. I’m pretty sure my vocation is _______________

4. The profession my parents want/wanted me to follow is _______________

5. When I was a kid, I dreamed of a career as a _______________

5 Talking point

Discuss these questions in pairs or small groups.

1. How has working life changed over the last 30 years in your country?

2. What predictions can you make about how working life will change in the next 30 years?

3. From the worker’s point of view, what are some of the advantages and disadvantages of working

remotely or WFH?

4. What about from the employer’s point of view?

5. Describe your ideal working situation.

FOOOOTERLEFT 6/7Learn without forgetting!
Scan the QR at the top of Page 1 to review the lesson flashcards with Expemo.
© Linguahouse.com. Photocopiable and licensed for use in Svitlana Kukharyonok's lessons.



INTERMEDIATE (B1-B2)

WORKWORDS

HEAAADERLOGORIGHT

6 Optional extension

There are lots of expressions with the word work. Match the phrases in bold with their meanings.

1. Have you tried this new hand cream? It’ll work wonders on your skin – I promise you.

2. He’s working towards a score of 7.0 on the IELTS exam.

3. I know it’s a challenge but let’s find a way to work around these issues.

4. It takes time to become a manager – you have to work your way up.

5. That’s a very difficult task. Why don’t you start with something easier and work up to it?

6. The trainee you’re going to work with is sweet but very inexperienced. You’ve really got your

work cut out for you.

7. We have a lot to do today, so let’s get down to work.

8. We have to work out how to attract more customers.

a. find a solution to a problem

b. have a difficult job to do

c. making progress on a long-term goal

d. have a very good effect, cause improvements

e. start doing something with a lot of energy and enthusiasm

f. do something successfully by avoiding or solving problems

g. spend time learning about a company so that you can get a better position

h. prepare to do something difficult by starting with something easier

Answer the following questions.

1. Which items are phrasal verbs?

2. The other items are idioms. Do you have any similar expressions in your language?
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