43 Books and films

92

Books
€€ used to hate literature! at school, but now | read a lot. I started off with fiction?.

| read hundreds of novels®, mostly thrillers* and science fiction®. My favourite author®

is John le Carré.

Recently, I've started reading quite a lot of biographies’, and even some poetry®. Two of my
favourite poets are Antonio Machado and Federico Garcia Lorca. They both wrote poems in
the early 20t century. 29

S stories about the future

® someone who writes books

" stories of a person’s life, written by another person
8 pieces of creative writing in short lines

! serious and important writing

Z stories about imaginary people and events
3 fiction books

* exciting stories, often about crime

Films
How do you decide which films you are going to see?

If it’s a horror film [a film that makes people frightened, e.g. Dracula], | usually go
and see it. | love horror films.

If a film gets good reviews [opinions in a newspaper or magazine], then | often
go and see it.

If there’s a big star [a famous actor] in it, then | am more likely to see it. | don’t
normally go and see films if | don’t recognise the names of the actors [the
people who are in films].

" I'mnotinterested in films that are serious or complicated [difficult to
understand]; | only go to the cinema for entertainment [things you see or do

to enjoy yourself].
:ih JOy you ]

]‘ | like comedies [films that are funny] and especially romantic comedies
[comedies that have a love story]. I’ll go and see anything that Ashton Kutcher

lli |S|n!

_i

| look to see what’s on [what films are being shown at the cinema], and go to

M 2 anything that | fancy seeing [want to see; infml].
h
_ For me, the film director [the person who tells the actors what to do, e.g.
£ i Spielberg] is the most important thing. | always go and see the latest film
L [the newest, most recent] by directors | really like such as Ben Affleck.
Language
'
noun person | verb
entertainment | entertainer entertain
review reviewer review
acting actor act
directing director direct
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Exercises

43.1 Find twelve more words, across or down, connected

with books and films. LIV[TIERRAT Y FF E
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43.2 Crossout one wrong word in each sentence. Write the correct word at the end.
1 Many peems are around 300 pages. .. yovels
2 Cinema grew in popularity in the first half of the 20th year
3 lenjoy science fiction because | like stories about the past.
4 What’s happening at the cinema?
5 We went to see the film because there was a good artlcle in the newspaper.
6 I've been reading a new autobiography of Alfred Hitchcock by Donald Spoto.
7 Comedies should make people frightened.
43.3 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the word on the right.
1 William Wordsworth is a very famous . 2% ... POETRY
2 Ithought the film was good ... - ENTERTAIN
3 Johnny Depp is one of my favourite ., ACT
4 My daughter wrote a lovely for her school magazine. POETRY
5 Ithoughtthe ... .in the f|lm was a bit unnatural. ACT
6 | like him very much; he sa great ENTERTAIN
7 ldidn’t agree with whatthe ... Said. REVIEW
8 Who's your favourite ... ? DIRECT
43.4 Complete the dialogue.
A: What's® 2 ..wew @t the cinema?
B: Er,there’sthe? i film by Pedro Almoddvar. It only came out yesterday.
A: Oh,theguywho® ... Julieta. He'savery good*. ..., but I don't
understand some of his films — they reabit>, for me. Anythlng else
6 2
B: Well,a couple of romantic’ ..., whichmaybe fun. And they’re showing The Kite
Runner again.
A: Oh, what’s that?
B: It’safilmbasedonthe® .. ... byKhaledHosseini.lIt’sa very good book.

DOYOU® s, SEEING that?
A: Yeah, why not.

Answer the questions. If possible, compare your answers with someone else.

1 Do you read novels or poetry? If so, what do you like? Who are your favourite authors?
2 Do you go to the cinema? If so, how do you decide which films to go and see?

3 Do you often read film reviews?

4 What are your favourite films? Who are your favourite actors?
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Musical taste*
People’s taste in music is different. | like pop music, my

brother likes folk music [music written and played in a traditional Common mistakes

style], and my dad prefers classical music. Classical music (NOT elassic-rusic)

My brother and I like going to concerts to see groups perform

[play] live [in front of a large group of people, called an audience; pronounced to rhyme with five].

My dad just listens to music at home; he isn’t interested in live performances.

When | listen to music | am mostly interested in the tune [the musical notes], but my brother is more
interested in the lyrics [the words of a song].

*the type of music that you like

Musical instruments and musicians

guitar
(guitarist)

piano
(pianist)

keyboard
(keyboard
player)

cello (cellist) |

violin
(violinist)
/ f

’ !
" flute :
(flautist) /?
_ People in music
A composer is someone who writes music, usually classical music.
A songwriter is someone who writes songs, e.g. Paul McCartney, Adele, Ed Sheeran, Chris Martin.
A conductor is someone who stands in front of an orchestra [a large group of musicians who play
different instruments] and conducts [leads] them.
An opera singer is someone who sings opera [a play in which the words are sung].
A ballet dancer is someone who dances in a ballet.
A solo artist is someone who sings or plays music but is not part of a group, e.g. Beyoncé, Jay-Z, etc.
Famous groups/bands are The Arctic Monkeys, U2, etc.

) Making an album

When groups record an album [put eight or ten songs into one collection] or a single [one song],
they do it in a recording studio. Then, when the album comes out [is available for people

to buy], it is usually advertised in the media [there are adverts on TV, online etc.]. Many people
download their favourite tracks [individual songs from an album] or albums from the Internet.

saxophone (saxophonist)
trumpet
(trumpeter)

bass guitar
drums (bass guitarist)
(drummer) ;

A
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Exercises

44.1 Match the words on the left with the words on the right.

1 classical a studio
2 solo ] b singer
3 recording [ ] C music
4 musical D d dancer
5 opera [] e artist
6 ballet |:| f instrument
44.2 Complete the sentences.
1 There was a very big Laudience  fortheir last
concert - nearly 10,000 people.
2 Ithink theirnew ..o, IS @ great song.
3 The new.......omsinnnn 12S SONGS Written by other people. It ...
4 I've listened to a lot of their music but I’'ve never seen them perform ... -
5 Their new album was......mmcisssscsnnen iN @ Studio near my home.
6 The band has a new album outand it’s being ... ON TV,

44.3  Find five more pairs of words. Why are they pairs?

flute  ballet audience album dancing orchestra  concert
conductor flawtist composer classical music  recording studio

wadfautistis apersonwhoplays aflute. . oo

44.4  Canyou complete this music quiz with words from the opposite page?

1 Florence Welch is the main singer and songwriter. for her group Florence + the Machine.
2 The Berlin Philharmonicis an ... Herbert von Karajan was the ...
from 1955 to 1989.

Placido Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti were both great ... -

Waterloo was Abba’s first Number1hit |

Sergeant Pepper is the mostfamous ... by The Beatles.

Eric Clapton is a great rock ... -

Yo Yo Maisa great classical ...

Rachmaninoffisafamous........mm. -

Puccini composed.............oumumn. SUCH @s La Bohéme.

10 Who was thevery famous ..o Artistwho sang Thriller? ..o

Answer the questions. If possible, ask someone else the same questions.

O oo~NOoO Ul bhw

1 What music do you like? Is your taste in music different from your parents’?
2 Who’s your favourite solo artist, group or composer?

3 What was the last single or album you bought or downloaded?

4 When was the last time you heard or saw a group or orchestra perform live?
5 Are you usually more interested in the tune or the lyrics of a song?

6 Do you play a musical instrument? What do you play?
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