Writing Blogs
Materials taken from Roadmap B1+ p. 108-109
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1  Work in pairs. You're going to read a blog about self-
help business books. First, discuss the questions.
1 Do youever read blogs or watch talks on YouTube, etc.?
What are they about?
2 Do you know anyone who is well-known for giving their
opinions in the media on the topics in the box?

fashion sport politics film

3 Have you ever read a self-help book? Which seif-help
books would you recommend to the people in the
pictures?

2 a Read the title of the blog post. What do you think the
author’s attitude is?

b Read the introduction to the blog and check your
answer. Were you correct?
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Yesterday | read something that suggested that delaying
decisions is the key to being successful. Basically, if you
avoid making a decision until later then the problem may
go away or a better option may appear. As someone who
never does anything today if | can do it tomorrow, I'm
attracted to this idea. Apparently, it means that even if |
am lazy and prefer thinking to doing, | too can become a
millionaire! Obviously, though, that’s not going to happen
because - like almost every other idea I've ever read in

key-to-success books - it's complete NONSENSE!!

1 Read enough of these books and you realise they basically
contradict each other. One book says quiet people are best, but
then another says success comes from being an extrovert; one
book claims you just have to keep going; but another says you
need to know when to quit; one writer talks about the importance
of 10,000 hours of practice to be an expert, but another says
being lazy is the key! | mean, they can't all be right, can they?!
Some must be nonsense.
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3 Read the Focus box and match the underlined words
and phrases in the introduction with techniques 1-5.
Not all the techniques are used.
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Recognising attitude
Blogs are often written with a particular attitude or only ’
show one point of view. They do this to get a reaction
from the reader or to try to persuade them. Some
common techniques writers may use are:

1 ‘Extreme’ words: emphasise you like or don't like
something
It's completely crazy. (= very silly)

It’s a total failure. (= It doesn't work.)

2 Attitude adverbs: show your attitude to what
you're going to say next
Actually, it's fantastic. (= Others are wrong to say it's
bad.)

Apparently, it's fantastic. (= It's what people say, but
maybe it isn't!)

3 Comment clauses: show your attitude to what
you've just said
They made $S1million in a day, which is amazing.

4 Rhetorical questions/tag questions: show you
think something is obvious and no one should
disagree.

Who wouldn't want a million dollars?
Everyone would want a million dollars, wouldn't they?

5 Punctuation
Italics and CAPITALS emphasise a point. Capitals can
look like you are shouting! Exclamation marks can
show you think something is surprising or crazy.

He spent $1 million dollars on a watch! A WATCH!!!
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2 Most of these books start with a personal story: | delayed
decisions/practised a lot/quit something (choose the one you
like), and I'm rich and successful. Therefore, they are saying,
“The thing | did is what can make anyone successful,’ which
is nonsense! Actually, what they're saying is, ‘If only everyone
was like me, life would be better.’

3 Obviously, because it's all about them, these writers ignore
how their behaviour affects others. So it's fine for them to
delay their decision, say, but do they think about the people
who have to wait for them to decide? Absolutely not! And they
don't care, either! It's great to work 20 hours a day and never
quit, but what about the friends and family you never see?!
That seems selfish to me and basically ... nonsense!

4 Of course, putting something off can bring benefits —
sometimes. But what about those times when it leads to
nothing happening or worse: losing money, divorce, death!?
Writers usually ignore these exceptions or try to explain how
they are examples of the wrong kind of delay, etc., but we
know it's total nonsense!

It's nonsense, because it's basically impossible to apply the
advice in these books. If | have a decision to make, is the right
time to decide, delay or quit NOW? Or in one month'’s time?
Or two? If you actually spoke to the writers, they couldn't tell
you, either! That's because they never test their theories on
people starting a business and continue studying those people
to see if their advice works. That would be scientific, and take
far too long! They can't wait that long to sell their ideas!

Talking of money, these writers ignore the biggest factors in
business success. | mean, who would buy a key-to-success
book which said you not only need to be rich already, but you
also need a lot of luck?! I'll give you that advice for free — the
rest is nonsense!

o

o

Comments

seethelight - one week ago

You think ALL these books are rubbish? That's nonsense! Just
because some may be wrong, it doesn’t mean they al are! It's
easy to find examples of bad advice, but why be so negative
about everything?
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6a

Read the rest of blog. Match paragraphs 1-6 with

summary sentencesa-f.

a The advice the writers give is difficult to use and has
not been tested.

b The ideas are often based on the writers' personal
experience.

¢ The writers don't mention very important things most
people need for success.

d They ignore examples which do not fit the advice.

e Different books and writers often give the opposite
advice,

f The advice might be good for one person, but bad for
someone else.

Complete the sentences from the blog with one or

two words and any punctuation.

1 Read enough of these books and you realise they

contradict each other.

2 Theycan'tallberight, ___________Some mustbe
nonsense.

3 Theyare saying, The thing | did is what can make
anyone successful, which

. what they're sayingiis, 'If only everyone was
like me, life would be better.

5 Do they think about the people who have to wait for
them to decide?

6 Whatabout the friends and family you never see?!
That seems tomeand basically ... nonsense!

7 That would be scientific, and take too long!

8 You think these books are rubbish? Just
because some may be wrong, it doesn't mean they

Work in pairs. Which techniques from the Focus
box are used in the sentences in Exercise 5a? Some
sentences show more than one technique.
Complete three of the sentence starters so they are
true for you.

1 llike the post because...

I don't really like the post because ...

The point about .... is very true.

| don't really agree with the point about ...

| don't exactly get the point he's making when
hesays...

6 I'mnot sure what the word ... means in this context.
7 Id like to find out more about ...

8 lagree with the comment that ...
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Work in pairs. Take turns using your sentences from
Exercise 6a to discuss your views of the blog.




