Essay Writing 
Materials taken from Roadmap B1+ p. 106-107
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9 Complete the sentences with however or while.

1 some argue that the effects of advances in
technology are all positive, it seems to me that there
will clearly be a number of negative effects.

2 lunderstand that the growing population is a concern.

. the negative effects are often exaggerated.

3 Many internet companies are huge multinational
organisations. this gives them some power, it
doesn’t mean we have no control over them.

4 Some diseases will no longer be a problem for us,

new diseases will probably appear.

5 In the future, more and more robots will be used in
hospitals. 4 they may be useful, robots
will not replace humans completely.

10 a Read the statements. How could you argue against
them? Write sentences using howeverand while to
show your contrasting ideas.

1 New technology allows people to have more leisure
time.
While new technology allows people to have more
leisure time, it can also make them more lonely.

2 Some have argued that we need more laws to control
tech companies.

3 Anincrease in the population can help an economy to
grow.

4 People spend a lot of time on social media and it may
affect the economy badly.

b Work in pairs and compare your ideas. Think of
examples to support your contrasting ideas.

Prepare

11 a Choose one of the tasks.
1 Write an essay using the title of the essay in Exercise 2.
2 Write an essay using the title:
Should we be concerned about the power of big
technology companies? Discuss the question with
reference to one of these areas:
* work and daily life
 smaller businesses
* social life and privacy

b Prepare for writing:

* Choose the essay area you are going to write about
(task2).

» Do you feel generally positive or negative about the
question in the essay title?

* Think of two main points to support your opinion.

* Think of one example to support each of those points.

* Think about how to structure your essay. Use the two
essays in this lesson to help you.

Write
12 Write youressay.




image1.png
Look at the photos and discuss the questions.

1 Match photos A-Cwith the areas:
* robots
 social media
* medicine

2 What technological changes are happening in these
three areas? Try to think of specific examples.

3 Which of these changes do you think are positive and
which are negative?
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2 Read the essay and answer the questions.
1 How far do you agree with the writer?
2 How many of the changes that you thought of in
Exercise 1 are mentioned in the essay?

Should we be concerned about the effects
that changes in technology will have on
society? Discuss the question with reference
to one of the following areas:

- robots - social media - medicine

One of the areas of technology that is developing
most quickly is robots. Robots are now able to do
more things and can learn from experience. Some
people argue this offers enormous possibiities as
robots are cheaper and more reliable than humans.

However, ' | would argue that the effects could be
very bad in terms of jobs and social relationships.

2 While robots have been used in factories before.
the number of different jobs that robot I
soon do is huge. There are already driverless cars,
which may replace taxis and lorries. Soon, there
may also be robots for nursing and farming, robots
working as shop assistants and even robots offering
basic legal advice. One report has suggested that
50 percent of all jobs will soon be lost in some
countries.

3 As well as the social problems caused by
unemployment, greater use of robots damages
social relationships in other ways. While having a
robot nurse may be cheap, it cannot chat or share
emotions. There is plenty of evidence that human
contact improves our health and well-being. Robots
could mean humans have less contact with each
other and start feeling lonely.

4 In short, | think we shoul Ve 1!
about the use of robots. They will cause
unemployment and could make people feel less
connected to others.
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3 Read the essay again. Match underlined sentences
1-4 with functions a-d.
a introduces the second main point
b summarises and repeats the writer’s main opinion
¢ introduces the first main point
d states the overall opinion of the writer

4 Read the Focus box. Where can we get ideas for
examples from?

VS

Using supporting examples

When writing an essay, it is usual to support opinions
with examples. These examples may be from your
general knowledge and can include stories in the news,
reports, statistics or quotes from experts. You can
introduce these supporting examples with the phrase
for example, but often you don't use a linking word or
phrase.

The power of social media is growing all the time and
many of the effects it has are positive. For example,
people from anywhere can connect with anyone and
share thoughts, feelings, ideas and opinions.
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5 a Read the essay in Exercise 2 again. Underline
an example that supports an opinion in each of
paragraphs1-3.
b Work in pairs and compare your answers. Do you
think they are good examples? Why?/Why not?
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6 Read another essay on the same topic. Does the
writer have the same opinion as the first writer?

Technology is progressing rapidly, especially
robotics. Soon, many jobs could be replaced by
robots and some argue it will result in a huge
increase in unemployment. '
However, I would argue that, firstly, the rise in
unemployment is exaggerated and, secondly,
robots are an opportunity for a better life.

It is clear that robots will replace some jobs

done by humans. However, based on what has
happened in the past, unemployment on the
whole will notincrease.2 |
New jobs are created to support new technology.
3. . Something similar will
probably happen in the case of robots.

While it is possible that unemployment may
increase, there are still things we can do to
reduce the effects and improve our lives.

4 .Asaresult, we may need
more money to live, but we could raise this
throughtaxes.>_ Moreover,

these changes could create more leisure time,
which in turn could create new jobs.

In short, the impact of robots on unemployment
will probably be smaller than people think.
Furthermore, if the money from taxes is used

to pay for more research, robots will bring great
benefits to everyone.
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Complete the essay with the examples a-f. There is
one extra example you do not need.

For example, millions of farming jobs have gone, but
general employment is now much higher

For example, tech companies are spending a lot of
money on drones and on driverless cars

Bill Gates has suggested we could tax robots in the
same way we tax workers

We could reduce working hours and lower the age
people retire, so that work is shared out more

Thirty years ago, there were no website designers and
fewer computer programmers

Some studies have suggested that 35-50 percent of
current jobs are at risk

Find and underline however and while in the essays.
Then complete the definitions with the two words.

1

Use when you are adding a new sentence or
acomment that contains surprising information or

that contrasts with what came before, If it begins a
sentence, it is followed by a comma.

Use at the start of a clause that introduces
information that contrasts with information in the main
clause.





