Discursive Essays
Materials taken from Roadmap B2 p. 132-133
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1  Workin pairs and discuss the questions.
1 Whatdo you think are the benefits of space
exploration?
2 What are the disadvantages?
3 Do you think too much money is spent on it or not
enough? Why?
2 a How much do you know about space? Do the quiz.
Then work in pairs and compare your answers.

b Check your answers at the bottom of the quiz.

5PACE esploration guiz

1 Who was the first person in space?
a Yuri Gagarin b Neil Armstrong ¢ Buzz Aldrin
2 What year did the first person walk on the Moon?
a 1949 b 1959 ¢ 1969
3 Every year, across the world, space agencies spend
about ...
a $200 million. b $20 billion. ¢ $200 billion.
4 How many planets that could support life have
astronomers identified?
a none b one ¢ several
5 The International Space Station is about the size of a ...
a tennis court. b football pitch. ¢ golf course.
6 To send a person to Mars would probably cost more
than ...
a $5 billion. b 850 billion. ¢ $500 billion.
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3 Read the discursive essay on space exploration.
Are any of the ideas the same as your answers to
Exercise 1?

Do we spend too much money on space exploration?

1 With s0 many problems here on Earth, it is easy to see
why many people believe that space exploration is a waste
of money. It is certainly expensive and difficult, but | am
convinced that space exploration is 2 good use of money
and we should, in fact, be spending more on it

2 First and foremost, the pursuit of knowledge has always
been key to our survival as a species. Today there is
growing evidence o suggest that space exploration
is more necessary now than ever. In the near future,
humans may need another planet to inhabit, and every
year space exploration detects more and more potentially
habitable planets. Humans are also inquisitive and it is
part of our nature to explore. Since the beginning of
fime, we have travelled as far as possible and gathered a5
much knowledge as possible to improve our lives.

3 Furthermore, it is a fact that the money spent on space
exploration technology has a positive impact here on
Earth. According to NASA (National Aeronautics
and Space Administration), it has contributed to the
development of more than 1,800 technologies including
camera phones, LED lights and artificial limbs. There
will be many more such benefits in the future, and this is
proof that space exploration is not wasted money.

4 Lastly, there is no doubt that space exploration
encourages international collaboration. The 155
(nternational Space Station) has been in orbit since
2000. It is a collaboration of American, Russian,
European, Japanese and Canadian space agencies and it
encourages the sharing of observations and information
between these countries. In an increasingly divided world,
this kind of cooperation is more and more vital.

5 In summary, space exploration continues to be an
effective use of money, which provides many benefits here
on Earth. We should ignore the voices of those who want
1o stop the search for new knowledge and instead invest
more in this valuable exploration.




image5.png
4 a Read the essay again. Match two ideas from a-f with

5

V)

Structuring a simple discursive essay
 introduction

Mention both sides of the argument. Give your own
opinion. Try to make it a strong opinion.

It is easy to see why many people believe that ...
However, [ believe....

but Iam convinced that ..

* main paragraphs

Include at least three main points, each with its own
paragraph. Each paragraph should begin with a topic
sentence, which summarises the point of the paragraph.
Follow up the topic sentence with examples or
supporting ideas.

First and foremost, ..

Furthermore, itis a fact that ...

Thereis no doubt that ...

There is plenty of evidence that ..

This is conclusive proof that ...

* conclusion

State your opinion again in a different way. Finish witha
final thought.

Insummary, ... In conclusion, ... To summarise, ..

each of the main paragraphs 2-4.

a We are already experiencing the benefits of space
exploration.

b Allkinds of international cooperation are increasingly

important.

Space exploration may save humans.

d Countries often have to cooperate to explore space and
that's a good thing.

e For humans it's natural to explore, so space exploration
is natural, too.

£ In the future, there will be more benefits on Earth from
space exploration.

n

Identify the main idea (the topic of the paragraph)
and the supporting idea a-f in Exercise 4ain
paragraphs 2-4 of the essay.

Tick the things you can find in the essay.
contractions (isn't, can’t)

idioms

abalanced argument

complete sentences

informal expressions (lots of, Wow!)
abbreviations (e.g. etc.)

the writer’s opinion

explanations of unknown acronyms (e.g. NASA)

Read the Focus box. Which of the example phrases
are used in the essay in Exercise 37
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Prepare

6 a Read the topics of discursive essays. Work in pairs

and discuss your opinions.

* Should there be a tax on all foods and drinks that
contain sugar?

* Should all employees be allowed to have their tattoos
visible in the workplace?

* Should people who smoke have to pay more for
healthcare?

b Choose one of the topics for your discursive essay.
Decide if you are for or against and make notes to
support your opinion.

7  Organise your notes. Use this structure to help you.

Introduction

Paragraph 2

* main point

* supporting idea/example
* additional supporting idea
Paragraph 3

* main point

* supporting idea/example
* additional supporting idea
Paragraph 4

* main point

o supporting idea/example
* additional supporting idea
Conclusion

Write

8 a Write the first draft of your discursive essay. Then
check to see if you have followed the advice in the
Focus box.

b Work in pairs and swap essays. Read each other’s
essays and write suggestions for improvement. Use
the checklist to help you.

* Does the essay include a strong introduction and
conclusion?

* Does the essay have one main idea in each paragraph?

* Does the main idea have two or more supporting
ideas?

* Does the essay use examples to support the ideas?

* Does the essay include phrases from the Focus box?

« Isthe grammar mostly correct?

* s there a good range of vocabulary?

¢ Read the suggestions on your essay and
write a second draft.





