Describing Places
Materials taken from Roadmap B2 p. 116-117
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1 a Discuss the questions. 2 a Read the first sentence of each text. Which view of

1 Are youusually happier in the country or in a city? happiness is most similar to your answer to Exercise
2 Do you usually feel happier indoors or outdoors? 1b? Explain your answer.
3 Would you rather live in a house with a view of the sea b Read the texts. Which city/country is each writer
or a panoramic view of a city? describing? Check your answers at the bottom of
4 Whatis the most beautiful place you have been to? the page.
5 What smells, tastes or sounds make you happy? ¢ Work in pairs. Which writer paints the clearest

b Work in pairs and complete the sentence. picture in your mind? Explain your answer.
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Where were you and what
were you doing the last time S

you were truly h appy ‘

4 Happiness happens when you least expect it. Last Friday I
went out with some friends after work and we ended up in
Ortakéy eating baked potatoes from one of the famous stalls.
There was a warm breeze blowing in from the Bosphorus
and the boats were moving up and down on the water while
the trees gently swayed like dancers. Just across the bridge,
on the Asian side of the city, the lights from the buildings
were shining in the warm evening air. I breathed in all the
different smells of the food, the river and the trees and at that
moment I realised that, just for an instant, I felt really, truly,

deeply happy.

3 Happiness is all about the situation
you're in. Last summer, I was staying on
a ranch (we call it an estancia) in the flat
grasslands near Cérdoba. One particular
day, the sun was beating down and I
felt like I was being roasted in an oven.
Asli The estancia had a large outdoor pool

close to the main house so I jumped into
the cool water and then floated on my
back, gazing up at the cloudless sky. The
cicadas were singing in the long grass
and the smell of the dry landscape filled
my nostrils. The beauty toock my breath
away. In a place like this, I thought, how
can you not be happy?

Pedro

I believe that happiness is a choice. This morning on the

train I chose to be happy. Grey clouds filled the sky and

drops of rain were falling onto the windows. All around me
people were squashed together like books on a shelf. I could
smell their perfume and aftershave. As the train came into
Shinjuku station, the busiest station in the world, I sighed. I felt
a bit numb. My feet were aching from standing for so long.

So, Ithought about all the things I'm grateful for: my health,
my family, my friends and that made me feel happy. Not
everything in my life is perfect, but happiness can be a choice.
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3 Read the Focus box. Add other examples from the
textsin Exercise2bto1-7.

Adding interest to a description

1 Start by mentioning the theme of the description.

I believe that happiness is a choice.

2 Describe what you can see, but also describe what you
can smell, hear and feel.

There was a warm breeze blowing in from the

Bosphorus.

3 Describe action or movement. What were the people
doing? What were the animals or insects doing? What
were the trees and clouds doing?

The boats were moving up and down on the water.

4 Describe your reaction to the place. How did it make
you feel?

Ifelt a bit numb.

5 Compare things to other things with like. For example,
compare how you felt or what something looked like.

Ifelt like I was being roasted in an oven.

6 Useinteresting verbs and adjectives to describe
things.

gazing up at the cloudless sky.
7 Come back to the theme in the final sentence.
Ifelt really, truly, deeply happy.

4 a Choose the three verbs in each of 1-8 which are
most likely to be used with the noun. Then work in
pairs and compare your answers.

1 insects chirp/sing/laugh/hop

2 trees sway/skip/shake/stand silently

3 waves walk/crash/break/roll

4 thesun rises/beats down/glares/whispers
5 rain beats against/pours/listens/drips
6 stars dance/twinkle/shine/drive

7 commuters sunbathe/stare/hurry/race

8 friends chat/hang out/joke/shine

b What verbs can you use with the nouns in the box?

birds aboat clouds touristsonabeach

the wind

5 a Lookat photos A-C. Imagine you were in each place.
Write one or two sentences to describe what it was
like. Use the questions to help you.

* Were you alone or with other people?
* What was the weather like?
* How were you feeling?
* What could you see, hear, smell?
Iwas all alone and the wind was blowing hard.
b Work in groups. Read your sentences aloud. Can

the rest of your group guess which photo you are
describing?

Prepare
5  Think about the last time you were truly happy (or
invent a situation where you were happy). Make

notes about what you could see, hear, feel and smell
atthat time.

Write

7

®

Write a one-paragraph detailed description of the
place and situation in Exercise 6. Use the Focus box
to help you.

Work in pairs and swap descriptions. Find examples
of 1-7 in the Focus box in your partner’s writing.
Write suggestions forimprovement.

Read the suggestions on your description and write a
second draft.




