Describing People

Materials taken from Roadmap B2 p. 124-125
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1 Lookat the photos. How would you describe the
people?
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Read the texts. Answer the questions with: the man
(M), the woman (W), both (B) or neither (N).
Who:

is young?

seems to be in the wrong place?

has a distinctive facial feature?

is polite?

helped the writer?

isacriminal?

was seen again by the writer?

inspired the writer to imagine his/her character?
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A man I'll never forget

1 As soon as the man walked into the bank where I was
waiting in line and, as bold as brass, announced that he
had a gun in his bag, I knew I would never forget him.
He just looked too old to be robbing a bank.

2 He was in his 60s, relatively short and of slim build. He
had a light complexion, receding grey hair and a small
moustache as well as some stubble on his face. His
nose was quite prominent and there was a birthmark
on his cheek. He looked kind and I couldn’t help
thinking that he was in the wrong job.

3 As he politely asked the person behind the counter to
hand over the money, he looked around at everyone
in the bank and smiled as though he was just another
customer. He was calm and almost reassuring. When
the person behind the counter had put some money in
his bag, he thanked her. At this point, plenty of people
would have left the scene of the crime in a hurry but
not this man. Cool as a cucumber, he walked to the
door as though he had all the time in the world then
turned around and said goodbye to everyone. Then he
walked out of the bank. He was like a family visitor
who had dropped in to see his elderly aunt and then
left. T almost missed him.

4 Theard that he was captured by police the same day,
but I'was not asked to give evidence so I'm not sure
what happened to him. In my imagination, he was a
kind aristocratic gentleman, who didn't really want to
rob the bank. He was much too polite and
well-behaved for that. Perhaps he had huge debts
and secretly wanted to go to prison to escape them.
Or perhaps he was trying to escape from someone
who was after him. Even though he is almost certainly
different to how I imagine him, I prefer my version and
T'know I will never forget him.

Awoman [l never forget

1 I'll never forget the woman who helped me when |
was lost. It was my first time in a big foreign city alone
and | didn't know where | was. It was late, my phone
was out of battery and | just wanted to get back to the
hostel where | was staying.

2 The woman who helped me was tall, elegant and
middle-aged. She was wearing a beige coat and
sports shoes. She had short, wavy hair and a smooth
complexion. She had a pointed chin and blue eyes.
She had a small scar above her left eye. She looked
kind and caring.

3 | tried to explain the problem. She listened carefully and
tried to understand. She smiled at me and explained
that | needed to catch a bus. She showed me which
debit card in my wallet | could use when | boarded the
bus. She took me to the right bus stop and told me
which bus to catch. She reminded me where to get
off and as she waved goodbye, | felt so grateful to her.
When the bus arrived, | realised that my debit card was
missing.
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Choose the correct alternatives for each person’s
appearance.

Age/height/build
in his early/mid-/late 20s/30s/40s/50s/60s
young/middle-aged/elderly
short/average height/tall

slim build/medium build/heavy build/muscular/
athletic/elegant

Hair
length: bald/receding/short/medium-length/long
type: thin/thick/curly/wavy/straight/dreadlocks
colour: blond/fair/dark/black/ginger/grey

moustache/beard/sideburns/stubble/
clean-shaven

Face

light complexion/dark complexion/smooth
complexion/freckles

bushy eyebrows/prominent nose/pointed chin
blue/green/brown/hazel eyes
Other features
tattoo/scar/birthmark
Clothing or accessories
hijab/smart suit/jewellery

Which paragraph in each text includes information
about:

a the person’'s mannerisms or behaviour?
b the person's appearance?
¢ how the writer met him/her?

5 a Read the texts again. Match text features 1-8 with

textAorB.

The first sentence is dramatic.

The first sentence is predictable.

Thereis lots of repetition in the sentence beginnings.
Thereis lots of variety in the sentence beginnings.
The person is compared to other people or things.
The person is not compared to anyone else.

The writer describes his/her thoughts about the
person.
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person.

b Which text features in Exercise 5a help to create a
powerful description of the person?

The writer doesn't describe his/her thoughts about the

6a Read the Focus box and find two more similes in text A.

Using similes

Asimile is a comparison between two people,
things or actions. The words like or asare

normally used in the comparison.

Heis as strong as an ox.

They fought like cat and dog.

Similes are useful for making character

descriptions more engaging and memorable.

They allow the writer to describe more than
appearance and action. With similes, the writer

can give a strong impression of how he or she felt
about the person.

She made my heart flutter like a butterfly.

Some common similes are:

asbrightasabutton asbusyasabee ascoolasa
cucumber  as dead as a doornail - as dull as ditchwater
asfreeasabird asgoodasgold as hard as nails
aslight as a feather as proud as a peacock
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b Complete the sentences with a simile from the Focus

box.

The film was so boring; it was

It looked very heavy, but it was

I have never seen her show any expression - she's
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She's quite old but she's still .
I'm sorry | haven't visited you for a while - I've been

w

6 You should have seen him after he'd won the race - he

was

Prepare

7 a Think about a person you will never forget or someone
youwant to describe. Write detailed notes under the

headings.

* how youmet

* appearance

* mannerisms and behaviour
* character

b Think of two or more similes to describe the person.
YYou can describe how he/she looks or things that he/

shedoes.

c Organise your notes according to the paragraph
descriptions in Exercise 4.

Write

8 a Write your description of someone you will never

forget.

b Work in pairs and swap descriptions. Read each other's
descriptions and write suggestions forimprovement.




