Describing Events
Materials taken from Roadmap B2+ p. 124-125
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1a Label the parts of a volcano A—F with the words in
the box.

ascent crater core descent fumes lava
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2a

Look at the photos of volcanos below. What words or
phrases can you think of to describe them? Make a
list, then compare as a class.

Read the text and answer the questions.

1 How many nights did the team wait at the top of
the volcano?

2 Why did they have to turn back on their first attempt?
3 What was the purpose of their mission?

Work in pairs and check your answers. Would you like
to be a part of a mission like this? Why/Why not?
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Sleeping on a ridge above a volcano is not for the
Tnervous. You have to wear a gas mask to protect
yourseif from the toxic fumes and at night you only
snooze, constantly aware that if you roll too far in your
sleep you will fall off the narrow ridge and into the 2hot
core below. Having spent three nights there, we were
ready to make our descent.

Using ropes to rappel down in stages we made good
progress but after half an hour 3heavy rain forced us

to turn back. The volcanic gas turned the rain water to
acid and the acid threatened to eat through our ropes
and send us 4falling into the lava below. We spent a
fourth sleepless night at the top of the crater, waiting for
morning.

When morning came, the rain had cleared so we
decided to try again. Supplies were 5almost gone and
we knew that if this attempt failed we would have to
6give up and return home. Fortunately, the rain held
off and we made good progress. As we got closer to
the core we put on shiny aluminium suits to protect
ourselves from the 7very strong heat. We felt like
astronauts but ones who were traveliing in the wrong
direction. The ground shook and trembled and the
volcano felt like a bomb that might explode at any
moment. The descent from the rim of the crater to the
bottom took seven hours.

Reaching the bottom we looked out across a lake of
lava as big as a football field. The earth beneath our feet
trembled and the noise was 8very loud. It was without
doubt the most 9amazing experience of my life. We
unpacked the delicate equipment that we had brought
with us and began the series of experiments which were
the purpose of our journey. Then, experiments done, we
packed up, took selfies and began the long joumey back
—a1%hard climb which took almost twice as long as the
journey down.
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3a

With your partner think of more descriptive
alternatives for the words and phrases in bold in the
narrative.

1 nervous easily scared

7a

Rewrite these short descriptions to make them more
engaging. Decide which words or phrases to change
and use the techniques in the Focus box.

1 The most vivid memory from my childhood is of me

b Now look at the original narrative on page 167 standing under a tree in the middle of a storm. | was
and find the actual words or phrases that the verywet.
author used. 2 |feel most relaxed when I'm lying on a beach, the sand

inder me and the seain front of me.
4a What effect does the original choice of words for u ' n =
1-10 have? 3 I'mvery scared of dogs. When | meet a big one my
mouth goes dry and legs start to shake. | want to run
b Read the Focus box and check your ideas. away fast.

Using evocative and descriptive
language
When writing a narrative, our aim is to engage the

4 On my first day at school, the school felt very bigand |
was surrounded by a lot of other children.

reader’s imagination. We use imaginative and descriptive
language to achieve this aim. Here are three techniques:
1 Replace standard adjectives and verbs with more
descriptive and evocative ones.
very hot - fiery fall - tumble
2 Compare a thing to something else entirely using as
+ adj + as + noun.
as tall as a skyscraper
as hot as a furnace
3 Compare an experience to something else entirely
using (feel) like + clause.
It's like you are walking on jelly.
It felt like returning home after a long journey.

Find examples for points 2 and 3 in the Focus box in
the description in Exercise 2a. b Take the beginning of each sentence in Exercise 7a
and complete it to make it true for you. Then compare

with your partner.

Prepare

8a Think of animportant event from your past that you
would like to describe or use the ideas in Exercise 7a
toimagine an event. Make notes on:
* what you saw, smelt and heard.
* what you or other people said.
« your feelings and thoughts at the time.

6  Workin pairs. Choose the more engaging sentence
(aorb). Explain what makes it more engaging.
1 a Shecalled his name just as he jumped on the train.
b She cried out his name just as he leapt for the train.
a My fingers were as cold as icicles.
b My fingers were cold.
a

It felt like coming home to a place you'd never
been before.

o

The place was strange, yet familiar.

4 a |wandered the melancholy streets with the soft rain

b Organise your notesinto a clear order. Check they
caressing my face.

focus on whatto describe as well as how to describe

b Iwalked through the sad streets, with the soft rain the event.
falling on my face. 5
5 a Myhead really hurt. Write
b Ifelt like a million tiny hammers were tapping on 9  write your description. Remember to use language

my skull.
My mind was empty.

thatis engaging for readers.

10 a Reread your description and check for use of
evocative and descriptive language. Make any

necessary changes.

b My mind was as empty as an abandoned house.

b Exchange descriptions with a partner and read
about their important event. Give feedback on your
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