
Describing Places 

   

Definition 

Describing places is a form of descriptive writing that provides a vivid 

portrayal of the physical, visual, and sensory characteristics of a particular 

location. It aims to paint a detailed and vivid picture of a place, allowing the 

reader to visualize and experience it in their imagination. This type of writing 

often uses descriptive language, sensory details, and figurative expressions to 

convey the atmosphere, beauty, and unique features of a place, whether it's a 

natural landscape, a bustling city, a quiet village, or any other area. Describing 

places is commonly used in travel writing, storytelling, and various types of 

literature to transport readers to different locations and immerse them in the 

surroundings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Structure for Describing Places 
A descriptive composition about a place should consist of: 

Introduction 

Paragraph 1 

Set the scene. Name and location of the place, reasons for choosing the 

place. 

Main body 

Paragraph 2 

The overall look and particular details. Sights, facilities, free-time 

activities. 

Paragraph 3 

Things to do, free-time activities, and the atmosphere of the place. 

Paragraph 4 

Personal impression and feelings about the place. 

Using a variety of adjectives and adverbs will make your description 

more gripping, e.g., enormous, peaceful, impressive, unique, exceptional, 

etc. 

Conclusion 

 Final paragraph  

Feelings & final thoughts about the place and recommendation. 



Tips for Describing Places  

 

Introduction 

✓ Begin with a clear introduction of the place you are describing. 

Mention its name, location, and any significant background 

information. 

 

Physical Features 

✓ Describe the physical attributes of the place. Include details such as size, shape, 

landscape, and any unique geographical features. Discuss the overall 

appearance and setting. 

 

Location and Surroundings 

✓ Mention the specific location of the place, including its coordinates or nearby 

landmarks. Discuss the surroundings, neighboring areas, or nearby attractions. 

 

History and Significance 

✓ Share the historical background and cultural significance of the place. Explain 

any historical events, people, or cultural aspects associated with it. 

 

Architecture and Infrastructure 

✓ Describe the architectural style, design, and infrastructure of the place. Mention 

any distinctive buildings, monuments, or structures within it. 

 

Atmosphere 

✓ Explain the atmosphere of the place. Discuss the overall mood, feeling, and 

sensory experiences it offers. 

 

Activities and Amenities 

✓ Detail the activities and amenities available in the place. Include information 

about recreational opportunities, facilities, and services. 

 

Personal Impressions 

✓ Share your personal impressions and feelings about the place. Express your 

opinions, whether they are positive or critical. 

 

Conclusion 

✓ Summarize the key points and offer a concluding statement. You can emphasize 

what makes the place unique or memorable. 



Useful Phrases for Describing Places 

Introduction 

Setting the scene: 

Set in the heart of …….. 

Nestled in …………. (location), …….. is a captivating destination. 

Located  …………..  (specifics about location), ……. immediately draws 

attention. 

(Place)………… was chosen for its ………….(reasons), promising a unique 

experience. 

 

Main Body 

Overall look and details: 

The overall look of (place) is ……., with …………(specific details). 

Noteworthy sights include ……., contributing to the overall……… 

(impression). 

Facilities such as ……….. cater to the diverse needs of visitors. 

The free-time activities offered, including ……….., add dynamism. 

 

Things to do and atmosphere: 

Engaging activities like ……….. make ………… (place) an exciting 

destination. 

The atmosphere is ………, creating an ambiance of ………….(description). 

Visitors can …………. to immerse themselves in the local culture. 

 

Personal impression and feelings: 

Personally, …………….(place) left a lasting impression of ……... 

Feelings evoked included ………., contributing to a memorable experience. 

Exploring …………..(place) made me realize …….., deepening my connection 

to the location. 



 

Conclusion 

Final thoughts and recommendation: 

In conclusion, …………(place) is a ……… destination that caters to a variety 

of preferences. 

My final thoughts are that ………..(place) is truly ……….. and worth a visit. 

I wholeheartedly recommend ……….(place) to those seeking an …….. and 

…….. experience. 

 

Examples 

Example 1. Paris: A Symphony of Elegance and Romance     

      

 

 

 

 

 

      Nestled along the banks of the Seine River, Paris stands as the epitome of 

elegance and romance, drawing millions of visitors each year with its timeless 

charm and cultural allure. This city of lights, renowned for its artistic legacy and 

iconic landmarks, beckons those in search of a blend of history, sophistication, 

and joie de vivre. 

     Paris, with its instantly recognizable skyline, is a tapestry of architectural 

splendor. The Eiffel Tower, standing tall against the sky, serves as the city's 

iconic centerpiece. Streets lined with charming bistros and boutiques lead to 

grand avenues. Landmarks like the Louvre Museum and Notre-Dame Cathedral 

contribute to the city's breathtaking visual panorama. 

     Exploring Paris is an immersion into a world of cultural richness and artistic 

expression. Museums, such as the Louvre and Musée d'Orsay, house 



masterpieces that narrate the city's artistic journey through the ages. The Seine 

River, traversed by elegant bridges, sets the stage for romantic boat cruises. The 

atmosphere is one of perpetual enchantment, especially in neighborhoods like 

Montmartre, where artists find inspiration on its cobblestone streets. 

     My personal journey through Paris left an indelible mark of wonder and 

appreciation. The city's enchanting gardens, like Jardin des Tuileries, offer rest 

amidst urban splendor. The Parisian penchant for culinary artistry, showcased in 

its quaint cafes and Michelin-starred restaurants, adds a delightful gastronomic 

dimension to the experience. The rhythm of life in Paris, where each moment 

seems to be infused with a sense of celebration, left me captivated. 

     In conclusion, Paris emerges as a city that transcends the ordinary, inviting 

visitors into a world of refined tastes and cultural treasures. Whether strolling 

along the Seine at sunset, marveling at historic landmarks, or savoring exquisite 

pastries in a local patisserie, Paris embodies the essence of a city where every 

corner tells a story. I wholeheartedly recommend Paris to those seeking a timeless 

escape into the heart of art, history, and romance. 

 

 

Example 2.  The Charms of Bora Bora                                                                                          

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located in the heart of the South Pacific Ocean, Bora Bora is an idyllic paradise 

that beckons travelers seeking an unforgettable escape. Situated approximately 

230 kilometers north-west of Tahiti, this tiny island is renowned for its pristine 

beaches, crystal-clear turquoise waters, and vibrant coral reefs. My choice of 



Bora Bora as the ultimate holiday destination stems from its reputation as a haven 

of tranquility and natural beauty. 

     As one steps onto the powdery white sands of Matira Beach, the panoramic 

view of the lush green mountains against the backdrop of the sapphire lagoon is 

nothing short of breathtaking. The overwater bungalows, perched on stilts above 

the gentle waves, create a postcard-worthy scene. Bora Bora's landscape is a 

symphony of colors, from the emerald green of palm trees to the myriad shades 

of blue reflecting off the water. 

     Beyond its captivating aesthetics, Bora Bora offers an array of activities for 

the adventurous soul. Snorkeling among vibrant coral gardens, swimming with 

friendly stingrays and sharks, or embarking on a scenic hike up Mount 

Otemanu—the possibilities for adventure are endless. The island effortlessly 

blends luxury and nature, providing a perfect balance for those seeking both 

relaxation and excitement. 

         Having spent a week in this tropical paradise, I was captivated not only by 

the physical beauty but also by the warmth of the local culture. The genuine 

smiles of the islanders and their welcoming spirit added an extra layer of richness 

to my holiday experience. Bora Bora became not just a destination but a place 

where every moment felt like a cherished memory. 

        As the sun dips below the horizon, casting a warm glow over the lagoon, I 

can absolutely declare Bora Bora as the epitome of an ideal holiday retreat. 

Whether you seek serenity, adventure, or a romantic getaway, this pearl of the 

Pacific guarantees an unparalleled escape from the ordinary. Embrace the magic 

of Bora Bora, where dreams transform into cherished realities. 

 

 

 

 

 



Example 3.      A Cozy Retreat of Comfort and Delight       

                                                                                      

        

 

 

 

 

 

Situated at the corner of Pine Street, Elegance Espresso Cafe calls out passersby 

with its warm ambiance and inviting exterior. Choosing this cafe is not merely a 

selection; it's a deliberate escape into a world of comfort and charm. 

     As you step through the door, a gentle chime announces your arrival, and the 

tantalizing aroma of freshly brewed coffee embraces you. The cafe, decorated 

with natural hues and soft lighting, immediately establishes a feeling of calmness. 

     The mismatched, vintage furniture adds character to the space, while the walls 

showcase local artwork, creating an atmosphere that seamlessly blends nostalgia 

with contemporary flair. The soft hum of conversations and the occasional 

clinking of teaspoons against delicate china create a soothing symphony. 

    Elegance Espresso Cafe offers more than just beverages. Shelves lined with 

well-worn books invite patrons to lose themselves in tales of adventure while 

sipping on a velvety latte. The corner window seats provide the perfect vantage 

point for people-watching or simply getting lost in one's thoughts. 

      Personally, Elegance Espresso Cafe is a sanctuary. The friendly barista, ever-

ready with a warm smile, adds a personal touch to every visit. Whether seeking 

solace in a quiet corner or engaging in lively conversations with friends, the cafe 

adapts to different moods. The plush cushions, dim lighting, and the aroma of 

cinnamon-infused pastries create an atmosphere that is not just cozy but also 

magical. Serenity Cafe is not merely a place; it's an experience — one that leaves 

you feeling embraced by the simple joys of life. 



     My final thoughts are that Elegance Espresso Cafe transcends the conventional 

idea of a coffee shop. It's a haven where time seems to slow down, allowing 

visitors to savor every moment. If you seek an escape from the bustling world 

outside, Elegance Espresso Cafe is an unequivocal choice for those who 

appreciate the art of slowing down and enjoying life's simple pleasures. 

                                                                                    

Task. Complete samples of describing places in your own words. 

 

Samples 
Sample 1.  A Tale from Edinburgh 

 

 

       In a city where every cobblestone has a story to tell, I discovered the _______ 

beauty of Edinburgh. The_______ energy of the capital of Scotland was 

noticeable from the moment I set foot on its historic streets. 

      Edinburgh, with its ancient architecture and cobblestone alleys, felt like a 

journey through time. The castle, _______  , loomed majestically over the city, 

guarding centuries of secrets. Its stone walls whispered tales of battles fought and 

_______. 

    Wandering down the Royal Mile, I marveled at the intricate details of the 

medieval buildings that stood proudly, each with its own character. The city's 

skyline, _______, created a silhouette against the dramatic Scottish sky. 

     The heart of Edinburgh, Princes Street Gardens, provided a _______escape. 

The lush greenery and colorful 

blooms offered a _______  of the 

castle. Here, I found a moment of 

_______, surrounded by the 

fragrance of blossoms and the 

distant melodies of street 

performers. 



      Delving into the city's cultural tapestry, I explored the museums and galleries 

that showcased Scotland's rich heritage. The National Museum of Scotland, with 

its diverse exhibits, _______     . The vibrant                                                of 

contemporary art in the Scottish National Gallery added a modern touch to the 

city's cultural mosaic. 

       As night                                               , Edinburgh revealed a different kind 

of magic. The streets illuminated by the                                                of street 

lamps and the _______  echoes of bagpipes filled the air. The lively       _______                                                                                         

of traditional pubs invited me to savor the flavors of Scottish cuisine and       

_______                                          the spirit of the city. 

       In the embrace of Edinburgh's history, I felt a connection           _______                                       

and an appreciation                                              The city's tales, both whispered 

and shouted by its structures, created an                                                 in my own 

story. 

 

Sample 2. The Velvet Brew 

 

       Nestled in the heart of the bustling city, The Velvet Brew stands as a        

_______                                         for those seeking                                        from 

the daily chaos. This                                        cafe, with its unassuming exterior, 

conceals a world of warmth and enchantment within its walls. 

       As you step through the door,                                       , and the    _______                                     

aroma of freshly brewed coffee embraces you like a familiar embrace. The 

interior of The Velvet Brew is a harmonious blend of _______  charm and 

_______  elegance, offering a welcoming embrace to customers. 

       The mismatched, vintage furniture 

adds _______  to the space, each piece 

telling a story of its own. _______  

cushions in soothing tones create 

_______ , inviting customers to _______ 



and _______the moment. The walls adorned with local artwork contribute to the 

cafe's vibrant and _______ atmosphere. 

        The barista, with an artistry that extends beyond coffee-making, crafts 

_______ latte art on each cup. The menu, an array of both familiar and exotic 

flavors, caters to the diverse tastes of the_______. From the velvety cappuccinos 

to the aromatic herbal teas, every beverage is a testament to the cafe's 

commitment to quality. 

        The buzz of conversations and the occasional clinking of teaspoons against 

delicate china create a _______ symphony, further enhancing the cafe's inviting 

ambiance. Shelves lined with well-worn books invite visitors to lose themselves 

in tales of adventure while _______. 

         The Velvet Brew is not merely a place to enjoy beverages,  it's an experience 

that  _______      . The friendly barista, ever-ready with a  _______. smile, adds 

a personal touch to every visit. Whether seeking  _______ in a quiet corner or 

engaging in  _______ conversations with friends, the cafe adapts to different 

moods. 

     In the heart of the city, The Velvet Brew stands as a  _______      and enjoying 

life's simple pleasures. Each sip, each conversation, and each shared moment 

contribute to the  _______     where time seems to slow down, allowing visitors 

to savor every moment. 

 

Task. 

Pools (Creative Tasks) 
 

1. Dreamy Destination. Imagine an ideal place you'd like to visit. Describe 

it in detail, emphasizing the sights, sounds, and scents that make it 

special.  



2. Time Traveler's Tavern. Create a description of a place that combines 

elements from different historical periods. How would a café look that 

blends Victorian charm with modern minimalism? 

3. Hidden Oasis. Imagine a garden or hidden place in an urban setting. 

Describe the entrance, flora, and the feeling one gets when discovering 

this concealed paradise. 

4. At the Seaside. Choose a real coastal destination that you have visited or 

dream of visiting. Write a descriptive passage that captures the sights, 

sounds, and sensations of spending holidays by the sea. Explore the 

beach, local cuisine, and any unique traditions or activities. Your goal is 

to transport the reader to this seaside paradise. 

5. Mountain Retreat. Choose a mountainous location known for its scenic 

beauty. Write a vivid description of the mountains, valleys, and forests. 

Dive into the activities available, such as hiking trails or local cultural 

experiences.  

6. Techno Retreat. Envision a futuristic cityscape or a high-tech retreat. 

Describe the architecture, transportation, and innovative features that 

make it cutting-edge. 

7. Cinematic Setting. Think of a location from your favorite movie or 

book. Describe it in a way that brings out its cinematic qualities, focusing 

on how it engages the senses. 

8. Adventure Chronicle. You've just returned from an exciting city break, 

and your friends are eager to hear about your adventures. Create a 

captivating and immersive narrative detailing your city break. Describe 

the city's atmosphere, iconic landmarks, cultural experiences, and any 

unexpected surprises you encountered. Use your words to transport your 

readers to the heart of the city, allowing them to feel the excitement of 

your urban adventure. Don't forget to include unique details that made 

your city break memorable.  



9. A Restaurant Description. Create a vivid and attractive description of a 

restaurant, highlighting its atmosphere, menu offerings, and unique 

features. 

10. Urban Symphony. Choose a city that you find interesting. Write a 

descriptive passage capturing the essence of the city's rhythm. Consider 

its daily hustle and bustle, the mix of cultures, and the unique sounds and 

smells. Your goal is to convey the city's heartbeat to someone who has 

never been there. 

 


