




I was going to do a course in graphic design when I left school but I started doing websites for some of 
my dad�s friends when I was about 17 and realised I had acquired a lot of expertise from doing the school 
website. Since then I�ve hardly been without work. I once had a client who didn�t  nd out my age until after 
they had hired me and they mentioned that they might not have hired me if they had known my age. But I�ve 
also often had clients who have done so because of my age so it can work in my favour. When I asked them 
why, they said it was because they wanted a �fresh, younger approach� to business.

I wanted to do something that nobody else around me was doing and I love writing so I started my own 
magazine. I�m like my dad � if he says he�s going to do something, nothing will get in the way of that. I started 
the magazine when I was 13, so by the end of this year I�ll have produced 24 editions in four years. At one 
point recently, I wondered if it was putting too much strain on me with homework and everything. I thought 
I might have to stop, despite the fact that the magazine was doing well, but I got through that by asking for 
help from my family and I bounced back. I�ll move on to something else if I get bored with it � maybe a blog 
or something related � but for the moment I still  nd it inspiring.



Young and inexperienced go together in a lot of people�s minds but that�s not the way I see it. It�s a kind of 
prejudice. I�ve certainly come up against it and most young people will face some prejudice before anyone 
recognises their talent and expertise. When I left school I told my parents I didn�t want to go to college. I 
wanted to be creative and make videos. They told me to give it a go and if it didn�t work out after a year, 
I could reconsider my options. They thought I would always regret it otherwise. I�m not sure I would have 
gone ahead without them behind me. Some people say, �This isn�t a success and I�ve been trying for a week� 
but you have to give it more of a chance. Next month I will have been making videos for a year and they�re 
now getting thousands of hits a day online.

You won�t know until you try whether a business will work. It�s like riding a roller coaster at the funfair. At every 
turn you take there is another twist to throw you off track. The lows for me have been low, but the highs can 
be really high and I�m now where I want to be. There will be times, though, when you need to accept advice. 
If you�re still in or just through those teen years and you think you know everything, it�s dif cult to say to 
somebody �You�re right about that. How can I improve the way I�m doing this?� It�s not something I�m really 
comfortable with but I�ve  gured out that it is really important if I want to succeed. I always knew I wanted 
to do something I felt passionate about � and that�s photography. I really wasn�t interested in business but I 
ended up starting my own just so I could spend my time doing what I enjoy. 


