








Unit 2. Holidays

Sheldrake, an expert on tourism: “I always hated holidays, even as a kid. It is such
a waste of time, sitting on the beach, making sandpies, when you could be at home,
doing some interesting hobby. Then when I got engaged, we were both students at the
time, my fiancée insisted on dragging me off to Europe to see the sights: Paris, Venice,
Florence, the usual things. Bored the pants off me, till one day, sitting on a lump of rock
beside the Parthenon, watching the tourists milling about, clicking their cameras, talking
to each other in different languages, it suddenly struck me: tourism is the new world
religion. Catholics, Protestants, Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, atheists — the only thing
they have in common is they all believe in the importance of seeing the Parthenon, or
the Sistine Chapel, or the Eiffel Tower.”

Sally, an English teacher: “For me the world 1s a classroom. When I travel, 1
can learn so much. Hike in a national park and you will become acquainted with so
many plants, trees and wildlife. Somewhere during your holiday, you will most
likely notice a monument, perhaps a building or a statue cut of stone or marble
honouring a person or event. Go into museum and you will see important works in
the areas of art, history or science. In some countries you can tour palaces and
castles where rulers or other important people live or used to live.”

7. Read the text again. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F) or

is the information not mentioned (NM) in the text?

1) The Browns don’t have enough money for expensive holidays.

2) Mr. Brown doesn’t enjoy driving.

3) Mrs. Brown doesn’t mind cooking on the open fire.

4) Sheldrake used to be an enthusiastic tourist.

5) Sheldrake had a more interesting hobby than travelling.

6) Sheldrake thinks that all tourists have the same religion.

7) For Sally travelling is an important source of getting knowledge.

8) Sally insists on studying the information about different countries at home.
8. Using the picture and words given below fill in the following

chart.
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ROAD
RAIL
SEA
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