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Inventions

Progress is made by lazy men 
looking for easier ways to do things
Robert A. Heinlein

Warming-up
1. Work individually. Compare the photographs and say what you think the people will learn from the activity they are doing? Which of these activities would you prefer to be doing?
	
	[image: image1.jpg]Download from I3 31258510
Dreamstime.com

[E) shotsstudio | Dreamstime.com







[image: image2]
Essential vocabulary

	Nouns

inspiration (n)

curiosity (n)

suggestion (n)
	Verbs

to discover (v)

to modify (v)

to solve (v)
	Adjectives

beneficial (adj)

scientific (adj)

impressive (adj)
	Phrasal verbs

to come up with

to carry out

to find out

	Phrases related to inventions

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Make up sentences of your own with words and word-combinations from essential vocabulary.
Reading
3. Read the text and choose the best title to it.
a) Inventions throughout time;

b) Inventions that changed the modern world.

c) Life back and now.
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Just a few hundred years ago, life was far different than it is today. When people wanted to travel or communicate, they had to go on foot or horseback. A journey of just a few miles by this method could be a long, arduous process. Whatever people owned – from clothing to tools – had to be made by hand. Work was manual, laborious, and often tedious. Illness was a constant threat; diseases rapidly spread through unsanitary conditions and were difficult to treat with the rudimentary medicines available.

Life has been transformed over the years through the efforts of the men and women who had the brilliance, diligence, and creativity to come up with new and better ways of doing things. Alexander Graham Bell’s fascination with the idea of sending sound down a wire from the speaker to the listener gave birth to the telephone, which ultimately led to the cell phone, fax machine, modem, and a communication system that now links the entire globe.

These inventions, like many others, have clearly improved life by keeping people healthier, helping them to communicate and work more efficiently, and allowing them to travel farther. X-rays allowed doctors to look inside the human body to treat disease and injury. The electric light illuminated the darkness so people could work at night. Braille made it possible for blind people to read.

Other inventions were controversial because of their potential for destruction. Edward Teller, father of the hydrogen bomb, was described by one scientist as being one of the “most thoughtful statesmen of science.” However, another scientist referred to Teller as “a danger to all that’s important,” and claimed that the world would have been better off without him. 

Even the most groundbreaking and world-changing inventions were not always recognized as such when they were introduced to the public. When Rutherford B. Hayes saw a demonstration of Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone in 1876, the president’s response was less than enthusiastic. “That’s an amazing invention, but who would ever want to use one of them?” he scoffed.

Sometimes it was the inventor’s own necessity that gave birth to invention. The old saying, “Necessity is the mother of invention,” couldn’t be more true.

4. Read the text again. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F) or is the information not mentioned (NM) in the text?
1) Alexander Graham Bell invented X-rays.

2) X-rays enabled doctors to operate inside the human body.

3) When first demonstrated to the public, Alexander Graham Bell’s was highly praised.
4) The electric light illuminated the darkness so people couldn’t work at night.
5) Braille made it possible for blind people to write.

5. Answer the questions after the text.

1) Explain the adage: “Necessity is the mother of invention”.

2) Why did some inventions create controversy? 

3) How does the author describe the men and women who changed our lives? 

4) What was Rutherford B. Hayes reaction to Bell’s invention? 

5) How was the Father of the H-bomb regarded by scientists of his time? 

6. What or who do the underlined words refer to in the text?
a) than it is today (1§); 
b) women who had (2§):

c) without him (4§);

d) necessity that gave (6§).
7. Find in the text synonyms to:      

a) trip (1§); 
b) possessed (1§);
c) perseverance (2§);
d) need (6§).
8. Find in the text antonyms to:           

a) similar (1§);
b) easy (1§);  
c) light (3§); 
d) complex (1§).
9. Complete the chart as shown. 
	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	
	To travel
	

	Invention

Inventor 
	
	

	
	
	Different 

	
	Communicate
	

	Creativity
	
	


Writing
10. Write an essay discussing two of the inventions that changed people’s lives. You should explain which invention has changed more, giving reasons in support of your answer. Write 220-260 words in appropriate style.


[image: image4]
Speaking
11. Think about your answers to these questions.

1) Which modern invention could you not live without? Explain your choice. How has technology improved our daily lives? Give examples and explain the advantages of technological advances.

2) What things should never have been invented? Why? Can you think of any disadvantages of technology?

3) What could never be replaced by technology? Explain why not

4) What would you like to see invented in the future? Explain why.

5) In your opinion, which invention has had the greatest impact on society in the last 100 years? Explain your choice.

12. Describe an important invention that you think has positively influenced the human race. You should say:

· what the invention is

· who invented it

· what changes it brought

and explain how it has positively influenced the human race.

The Internet

The internet is not a luxury, it is a necessity
Barack Obama

Warming-up

1. Work individually. Compare the photographs and say what topic are both photos connected to? How are these pictures similar? How are these pictures different? What do you think is enjoyable about communicating in these ways? Which way of communication would you prefer?
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Essential vocabulary

	Nouns

a computer buff (n)

high-spec (n)

wireless hotspot (n)
	Verbs

to crash (v)

to waste (v)

to estimate (v)
	Adjectives

average (adj)

profound (adj)

addictive (adj)
	Phrasal verbs

to boot up

to push back

to take back control

	Phrases related to inventions

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Make up sentences of your own with words and word-combinations from essential vocabulary.

Reading

3. Read the text and be ready to answer the questions.

THE INTERNET
The Internet is the world's largest computer network with over 100 million users worldwide and this number is doubling from year to year. The Internet is like an international highway of information. Now, you can sit at your computer, choose a route and arrive at your destination – that is, the information you need. Today, from your computer, you can access a library in one country, talk to an expert on a certain topic in a second country and send your own information to someone doing research in a third. So, we don't know what will be next in the not-too-distant future.
The Internet was born when scientists attempted to connect the American Defence network to other satellite networks in order to exchange information. Soon, scientific and educational institutions as well as research departments became interested in linking up, and, before long, the Internet had expanded into an international information and communication network.

The Internet now reaches all the countríes in the world. You can be connected to the Internet directly through your own computer or you can hook up to an access system which allows you to use some of the Internet's services.
To tell the truth, there are problems with modern technology like the Internet. For example, copyright laws and other media regulations haven't managed to come to grips with the Internet yet. Unfortunately, some unscrupulous people have already recognized the commercial potential of the Internet. They have used it to sell stolen goods illegally and even pornography, which would obviously make the Internet unsuitable for use in schools. Both governments and computer experts are concerned about the misuse of such a system and must do their best to prevent it. Nobody actually owns the Internet, nobody runs it and no one has the power to switch it off. Thus, the nature of the Internet will be shaped by the culture and morality of the people who use it.
4. Read the text again. Are these sentences true (T) or false (F) or is the information not mentioned (NM) in the text?

1) The Internet can work everywhere in the world.

2) It is not simple to solve some questions concerning the Net.

3) The Internet was born when scientists attempted to connect the American Defence network to other satellite networks in order to exchange information.

4) Copyright laws and other media regulations have managed to come to grips with the Internet.
5) Everybody actually owns the Internet, everybody runs it and no one has the power to switch it off.
5. Answer the questions after the text.

1) Why is the Internet like an international highway of information?
2) Where was the Internet born?

3) What are some of the misuses of the Internet?

4) What are the advantages of the Internet, according to the text?

5) What are the advantages of the Internet mentioned in the text?
6. Complete the chart as shown. 

	Noun
	Verb
	Adjective

	
	to effect
	

	activities
	
	

	
	to continue
	

	
	
	optimistic

	entertainment
	
	


Writing

7. Write an essay discussing two of the reasons given for the importance of the Internet. You should explain which reason is most important, giving reasons in support of your answer. Write 220-260 words in appropriate style.
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Speaking

8. Think about your answers to these questions.

1) How important is the internet to you?

2) Do you use it more for work or in your free time?

3) What are your favourite websites? Why?

4) Are there any negative things about the internet?

5) Do you do any shopping on the Internet? What goods are the most popular?

9. Describe the most important benefit of the internet. You should say:

what is it;

why do you prefer it;

how students can take advantages of it;

and explain what are the importance of it in your country.

КОНТРОЛЬНІ ЗАВДАННЯ З АНГЛІЙСЬКОЇ МОВИ 

 (PASSIVE VOICE)
1.
The day before yesterday we (invited) to the restaurant by Tom Jenkins.
A  are invited  
B  were invited 
C   invite
2.
Look! The bridge (repair).
A  is being repaired 
B  is been repaired 

C  has being repaired
3.
The letter and the parcel (post) tomorrow.
A  will be post
B  will have been posted
C  will be posted
4.
Margaret (know) to be a very industrious person.
A   has been known
B   is known
C   is been known
5.
In Greece the Olympic Games (hold) once in four years.
A  were held 
B  are being held

C   are held
6.
The problem (study) for three years, but they haven't got any results.
A has been studied
B has being studied

C was studied
7.
This book (republish) by the end of September.
A  would been republished 
B  will have been republished 

C  will been republished
8.
The doctor said that Tommy's leg (X-rayed) the following day.
A  will be X-rayed
B  would be X-rayed
C  will have been X-rayed
9.
A police car came when the injured man (carry off) the road.
A was being carried off 
B was been carrying off 

C had been carried off
10.
І (bear) in a small Russian town not far from Samara. 
A  was borne 

B  am born 

C  was born
11.
Dad phoned us and asked if our luggage (already pack).
A was already being packed 
B had already been packed

C was packed
12.
What a pity, John won't come. He (tell) about the meeting beforehand.
A should have been told 
B should be told 

C should been told
(ACTIVE AND PASSIVE VOICE)
I. Open the brackets using the necessary Tense-forms.

1. When I (to come) to Pete’s house last Sunday, he (to read) a new book. He (to say) he (to give) it to me soon. Today I (to take) it from him. Now I (to read) it. I (to finish) it by Friday. If you like, I (to give) it to you on Saturday when you ( to come) to see me.

2. When will he come? We (to wait) for him for already 2 hours.

3. On leaving the hall the students (to thank) the professor who (to deliver) the lecture.

4. When morning came, the storm already (to stop), but the snow still (to fall).

5. Yesterday by 8 o’clock he (to finish) all his homework, and when I (to come) to his place at 9 he (to read).

6. Ring me up as soon as you (to come).

7. Where is the baby? – The nurse (to put) it to bed.

8. I (to wait) for permission to go abroad for already three weeks but I (not to receive) the visa yet.

II. Transform Active Voice into Passive Voice:

1. We asked him about his holidays.

2. They have already discussed the novel.

3. He will introduce me to his friends.

4. The students greeted the famous lecturer warmly.

5. His friend will tell him everything.

6. She is delivering the lecture now.

7. We were looking at the man with great surprise.

Useful expressions:


Both pictures show …….


Whereas (while) in this picture…, in this picture ...


Perhaps / It seems like / They might have / It could be that





Word focus


Arduous: difficult and tiring;


Tedious: too long, slow, monotonous;


To come up with: to suggest or think of an idea or plan





How have these inventions changed people’s lives?





aeroplane





electric light bulb





computer





telephone





television





Useful expressions:


In the picture I can see ...


There’s / There are ...


There isn’t a ... / There aren’t any ...


The man is ...ing  /  The people are ...ing





Why the Internet has become so important





the ease with which we can keep in contact with friends or relations





the opportunity it offers to buy and sell online





its use as a �study tool











