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UNIT 2 Deseribing Ploces/Buildings

B2 1 Read the following table, then listen to the cassette and tick the information
mentioned. Finally, use the table to talk about Sally’s trip.
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A descriptive composition about a place or building should consist of:

a) an introduction in which you identify it, give its exact location and state the
reason for choosing it

b) amain body in which you describe the main aspects of the place or building in

| detail; and

©) a conclusion in which you mention your feelings and your final thoughts about
the place or give a recommendation.

Such pieces of writing can be found as articles in newspapers, tourist magazines or

brochures, or as part of a story or letter.

Points to consider

® Awide variety of adjectives (enormous, delightul, etc.) and adverbs (horribly,
beautitully, etc.) will make your description more interesting.

® Use of the senses (hearing, sight, smell, taste, touch) as well as narrative
techniques to start and finish your composition will make your description more:
vivid. .g. On entering the hospital | was struck by the strong smell of antiseptic.

® Present tenses should be used when describing a place/building for a tourist
brochure. Past tenses should be used when you describe a visit to a place or
building which took place in the past. First and second conditionals (will would) can
be used when you describe your ideal house/city, etc.

Introduction

Paragraph 7

set the scene (name &
location of the place/ buiding,
reason(s) for choosing the
Place/ buitding)

Main Body

Paragraphs 2, 3

overall look and particular
details (Place: sigts. facilies,
free-time activiies Buiding:
first look and specific details)

Conclu:

feelings & final thoughts about

the place/building and/or a
recommendation
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2 Read the model below and write down the topic of each paragraph. Are there
any sights of special interest? What can holidaymakers do? Where would you
expect to find a description like this?

‘ Set in the heart of southern England, London is one of the biggest and
busiest cities in Europe. A truly international city, London attracts millions
jof visitors every year from all over the world, yet never loses its own
unique charm.

London has many impressive sights to see, ranging from the historical
beauty of St Paul's Cathedral and Big Ben to Buckingham Palace and the
Houses of Parliament. In this city of contrasts, you can be walking along
one of the busiest streets, yet still be less than a mile from one of the
many huge, peaceful parks. London is a great cultural centre, too; the
National Gallery contains one of the finest collections of classical
paintings in the world.

London is also well known for other things apart from its monuments
and art galleries. Shoppers will enjoy visiting the department stores on
Oxford Street or they could try Harrods, the most exclusive shop in
London. For evening entertainment, the choice of theatres is enormous.
From the famous Southbank Theatre complex to the smaller theatres of
Covent Garden, there is no end of plays to see. Soho and its pavement
cafés are also worth visiting.

London is an exceptional place, a truly modern city that has managed
to keep its traditional style and sense of history. You may get exhausted
in London, but one thing is certain; you will never get bored because, as
Dr Johnson once said, “When a man is tired of London, he is tired of life.”

name, locati

(London, England)

3 Read the model and fill in the missing prepositions. Then, write down the topic
of each paragraph. Where would you expect to find a description like this?

My father works for a large company which is located
1) . @ huge skyscraper in the city centre.

His office, which is 2)..... . the seventh floor, is
spacious and bright due to the natural light coming in
3). .. the large, full-length windows. It is peaceful too,
as aresult of its position high 4) . ... the traffic-filled city
streets.

The interior is very comfortable. Long curtains hang
) .. the ceiling all the way down ) ... . the
pale pink carpet and there are several potted plants
7)- . one corner of the room. My father’s wooden
= desk with its luxurious black leather chairs, is situated
8) . . the window so he can look 9) over
the city. 10) .... his chair there is a large wood-panelled
cupboard where he keeps his files.

My father’s office is a very pleasant working environment and
— I'am sure that working there helps to make his job a lot easier.
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4 The following extracts include descriptions of atmosphere. Read
them and underline the phrases which describe use of the senses
(i.e. sight, hearing, etc.) and identify each sense, eg. rustling
(hearing). Then say which of the extracts could be part of a story
and which part of a tourist brochure.

Funfair

Even before you enter the
funfair you can hear the
sound of loud music playing
and the shrieks of people on
the rides. As you go in, you
may be tempted by the smell
of fresh popcorn and candy-
floss. Lights are flashing and
people are bustling everywhere.
From the Big Wheel you have
a breathtaking view over the
whole town.

Mountain Village

As you stand on the balcony of the
mountain chalet, the cold crisp air
makes your skin tingle. All you can
hear is the sighing of the wind in the
pine trees. The snow-covered mountains
in the distance contrast with the thick
green forest surrounding the resort.

B Jungle

As we were walking
through the jungle,
we could hear the
rustling of leaves and
the screeching of
parrots. The scent
of wet earth and
exotic flowers filled
the warm, moist air,
which was  delightful
to breathe.

IE] Restaurant

The moment we entered the restaurant we began to feel
hungry, as the delicious smells of fine cooking reached us from
the kitchen. Soft music and quiet conversation created a
relaxing atmosphere. A smiling waiter came over to take our
order, and we sat back on comfortable cushioned chairs.

2 The swimming pool is located near
‘o sentences can be joined together by using past participles. the city centre. The swimming pool
Instead of writing: The village is surrounded by mountains. The village has

e is very popular with city residents.

You can write:  Surrounded by mountains, the village has a peaceful 3 The hotel is sheltered by trees on

atmosphere. either side. The hotel is a favourite

with people who want a quiet holiday.

5 Revwrite the sentences beginning each one with past participles. 4 The town is hidden beyond a range

1 Paris is dominated by the Eiffel Tower. Paris is well known for its of mountains. The town is best
architecture. known for its wine industry.
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