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— Unit 12. Housekeepin,

V. READING

11 Before reading the
text answer the
following questions.

1) Do you think
it is natural for
a husband to stay
at home while
his wife earns the
family’s living?

2) Due to the
economic
recession in many
countries of the
world men have to
stay at home with
children while
their wives work.
How do you

think the men feel
about it?
3) Do you know
any families
among your
parents’ friends
or acquaintances
where the wife
works and the
husband runs the
house? If yes, tell
your groupmates
about them.
4) Do you think
the husband
can cope with
household ¢

200

is not a joke

{2 Now read the text and for each question or statement below

choose the best answer.

A “Househusband”?

Frankly, I hate work because my work is all at home — I'ma siay‘";“‘
home husband and father. A few years ago | was made redundant an
at approximatly the same time my wife was promoted and had 1:: slkm;
spending much more time at work. So it was decided 1 wouldn't look for
5 any job but stay at home and burden all the responsibilities for our home
on my broad shoulders.
Have a brief look at my life, Up at 7.15 am, a smoke and a cuppa,
the fire lit, the kids downstairs. Sce they're washed, given their bit of
breakfast, properly turned out, packed off to school. Another cuppa,

10 another smoke, switch on “Housewives' Choice”, wash the dishes, make
the beds, do the ironing or sometimes get something fixed, and after an
hour of this lot switch off “Housewives' Choice”, Get washed, dressed, take
our lovely dog for a walk by way of the railway line, then to the High Street
where I make a round of greengrocer’s shops and pick up some fruit and.

15 vegetables, put all that in a bag carried for that e I
home in his teeth, which used to amuse all
are quite used to that. Back (o the house,
dinner table and the vegetables and other food into t
to be good, then off down the road to the
20 happens to be a Tuesday, to the local

1) Why does the author
have to be a stay-at-home
husband and father?

A) In his previous job he
got less money that his
wife did.

B) He can’t find a job
where he could earn
a decent wage.

2) What does the author
not do in the morning @
before going to the

dece A) H
C) His wife can provide for B; Hz gzss::: ‘

the family better that he, C) He !
He dislikes work of any D; H: m’: d

kind, o i

D
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5) The
With the guanen? Mishes

A falling asleep
in his chaj while

. 1 do the rest of the shopping, then come by
. this time with a lice Of bread and gy o Drew

rm %
von start in on the drudgery (household chores)f“i::‘pa i 'l’:
X all

oke: ¢ %
e J tidy, dusting the furniture, vacuurms Vatching Ty,
" s neat and tCS s : Ming and puttin, B) reading in by
o0 ning to its place. When that's doae I plunge into the ﬂrmchii f a lv'vsl:!1g e
. idos which (5 abouL € an hour Then st t e iy ey, Defore alling
! a .

e kids' tea ready, as they will soon be home,
hey're fed, there’s dinner o fix for self and wife, Spe,

© making sure ype pire

= When ¢ e : . by th iS put o :

" ing 4 welcome shilling or to running the Houschold mmins' e 10 bed, 1t before going
parument in the Diggest department store in the city center while | ami D) enioying some time
\riting this in OuF kitchen, surrounded by all the labour-saving devices she sitting in frong of
Wit ) use. Then after she’s back home and welve caten . fire. e

> 20t selves and

ells. x
sl B hed, we sit down in front of the telly for the rema
dishes wash : e remainder of the ——
i exept, round about 9 oclock, for another short wak with gur g ©) Because the author is
When bedtime comes on my Wi i sound asleep in her chair worn o 1 To happy with his ife he s
e her day behind the counter; and 1 am bleary-eyed and very offen Snxndatons

A) looking for a new job.

B) making his wife leave
her job and stay at
home.

©) earning more money
than his wife.

D) making a better use of

his life.

fepressed by some stuff I've been looking at on the box. Soon now my
¢ will be pushing off to bed where she likes to read a bit, and I take in

wife e
perhaps the last hour by the dying fire.

Lovely life if you happen to be a turnip. But I
1 am a thoughtful, sensitive, widely.'m man, I'm
At the same time, if I start looking for a jc !
hers and T am not sure I will be able
does. What shall T do?

3) After leaving the library
A) the author is so busy
that he hasn’t got
a spare minute for
himself.

4) After dinner
the author’s wife
A) washes herself and

B) the author does all the
work about the house watches TV. =
before having a snack. B) washes up, was! }C\Zs poe
C) the author does all the herself and W““’hes v
work about the house ) wasmsal‘i‘(‘s”ﬂv::lrclog
after having a snack. and w S
D) the author has a little D) WﬂShi; l\’;a,l rhes TV and
nap before starting on :l;ﬁ:s i

household chores.

T4 Away o success.




