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| READING

Multiple-choice

4 Look at the photo and read the title of the article.
Can you predict what it is going to be about?

5 Read the text below. For questions
(1-5) choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).

3
4

The Mozart Effect

In 1993, researchers at the
University of California discovered
that students who listened to
Mozart's Sonata for Two Pianos
in D Majorsignificantly increased
their intelligence test marks. Even rats were found to
run faster and do various tasks more accurately after
listening to Mozart than after listening to other kinds
of music. This discovery became known as the Mozart
Effect and had a huge impact on people: shops

sold out of the music, the state of Georgia reserved
$100,000 so that every new mother could be given

a free copy as they left hospital, the state of Florida
passed a law that classical music must be played
every day in all pre-schools. Pregnant mothers all over
the world started playing classical music hoping that it
might help them produce more intelligent babies.

In addition, many books have been written and

a lot of money has been made from the Mozart
Effect theory. For example, Don Campbell, a Mozart
Effect expert who has written several books and put
together several CDs on the subject, has made more
than $2 million.

Many psychologists, however, disputed the theory.
They argued that the original research was only done
on adults and that there is in fact no evidence that
listening to music has any effect at all on children

or babies. Some more research was conducted

in Germany, this time including children. It was
discovered that the Mozart Effect had only a short-
term effect, continuing for only twenty minutes after
the music stopped. What's more, they discovered
that not everyone who listened to Mozart had better
marks in intelligence tests. They discovered that
people can achieve better marks by listening to any
sort of music, or even listening to a story, as long as
you like what you are hearing.

However, the German studies did show that there

is one way in which music really can improve your
intelligence and that is through music lessons,
particularly piano lessons. The studies showed that
children who were given music lessons before the
age of seven, as opposed to drama lessons or no
extra lessons, performed better in intelligence tests.
The experts are unsure about the reason for this, but
suggest that it could be that in music lessons pupils
use a variety of mental skills, including accurate finger
movement, memory skills and listening for rhythm.

1 What could rats do after listening to Mozart?
A run in the same direction
B move more quickly than before
C complete certain activities with no mistakes
D respond to different types of classical music

2 What happened after the discovery?
A Alot of people bought Mozart's music.
B Every Georgia resident got a CD with Mozart's music
C InFlorida, Mozart's music was played in hospitals.
D Pregnant mothers learned to play Mozart's music.

3 What did Don Campbell do?
A He became a respected writer.
B He conducted a lot of research in Germany.
C He profited from people’s interest in babies and
music.
D He made CDs with his own music.
4 What did the Mozart Effect NOT do?
A lastalong time
B have benefits for adults
C help some people get better scores in intelligence tests
D affect different people in different ways

5 Why do music lessons help to improve your intelligence?
A They practice physical skills.
B They are similar to drama lessons.
C Students can take them before the age of seven.
D They teach you a range of different abilities.

WRITIN

Blog post

6 Write a description of a memorable
concert you have been to. Write a post on your
blog saying:

» when and where it took place,
» what the atmosphere was like,
» why it was a memorable event.

Write a blog post of at least 100 words. Do not write
your own name, any dates, addresses or other personal
information. Start your post in an appropriate way.





