Frankenstein
Mary Shelley · Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus (1818)
Free text: Project Gutenberg.
Five facts to start with
1. The author. Mary Shelley (1797–1851) was the daughter of two radical writers, William Godwin and Mary Wollstonecraft. She began the novel at 18 and published it anonymously on 1 January 1818.
1. The ghost-story challenge. In the cold, rainy summer of 1816 ("the year without a summer"), Mary, Percy Shelley, Lord Byron and Dr John Polidori stayed near Lake Geneva at the Villa Diodati. Byron challenged everyone to write a ghost story. Mary's idea came from a waking nightmare.
1. The science. The group talked about galvanism — experiments showing that electricity can make dead muscles move. Mary also knew the work of the chemist Humphry Davy.
1. Two versions. Mary revised the novel in 1831 and added an introduction about how she wrote it. Many modern editions use this later text.
1. The title. In Greek myth, Prometheus made humans from clay and stole fire from the gods for them — and was punished. Victor Frankenstein is a "modern Prometheus". Remember: Frankenstein is the scientist, not the creature.
How the story is told: a frame narrative
The novel is like a set of boxes, one inside another. Each narrator tells the story to the next listener.
	Layer
	Narrator
	Tells the story to
	Where it happens

	Outer frame
	Robert Walton, an Arctic explorer
	His sister Margaret, in letters
	A ship in the frozen Arctic

	Middle
	Victor Frankenstein
	Walton
	Geneva, Ingolstadt, the Alps, Scotland

	Centre
	The Creature
	Victor
	Forests, the De Lacey cottage, the Mer de Glace



Key vocabulary
	Word
	Meaning (simple English)
	Ukrainian

	ambition
	a strong wish to achieve something great
	амбіція, честолюбство

	to bestow (life)
	to give something important
	дарувати, наділяти

	countenance
	a person's face or expression
	обличчя, вираз обличчя

	wretch
	a very unhappy or unlucky person; also an insult
	нещасний; негідник

	hideous
	extremely ugly, horrible to look at
	огидний, потворний

	fiend / daemon
	an evil spirit; Victor's names for the Creature
	демон, дух зла

	remorse
	deep feeling of guilt for something you did
	каяття, докори сумління

	despair
	complete loss of hope
	відчай

	solitude
	being alone, often for a long time
	самотність

	benevolent
	kind, wanting to do good
	доброзичливий

	vengeance / revenge
	punishment you give someone because they hurt you
	помста

	the sublime
	nature so huge and powerful it makes you feel awe and fear
	піднесене (в естетиці романтизму)



How Literature Circles work
1. Read the whole novel at home.
1. Prepare your role sheet (30–40 minutes). 
1. Meet in your group. The Discussion Director leads; every role speaks.
1. Reflect together at the end and fill in the group sheet.
The meeting (80 minutes)
	Time
	Stage
	Who

	0–5 min
	Warm-up: one word that describes the novel for you
	Everyone

	5–15 min
	Opening question
	Discussion Director

	15–25 min
	Context report
	Context Investigator

	25–35 min
	Key passages read aloud
	Passage Master

	35–45 min
	Words and their meanings
	Word Wizard

	45–55 min
	Drawing and interpretation
	Illustrator

	55–65 min
	Connections to life and today
	Connector

	65–75 min
	Final big question: Who is the real monster?
	Discussion Director

	75–80 min
	Group reflection sheet
	Everyone



Our group
	Role
	Student

	Discussion Director
	

	Passage Master
	

	Word Wizard
	

	Connector
	

	Illustrator
	

	Context Investigator
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Discussion Director
You lead the circle, keep time and make sure everyone speaks.
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ______________
Your job: write open questions that make people think, explain and disagree — not questions with a one-word answer.
Step by step
1. Read the novel and note 2–3 moments that surprised or confused you.
1. Write five questions: at least two why/how questions and one what if question.
1. In the circle, start with your easiest question, then call on each role in turn.
1. Watch the clock: about 10 minutes per role, 10 minutes for the final question.
Question starters
1. Why do you think Victor/the Creature…?
1. How would the story change if…?
1. Do you agree with … when he says…? Why or why not?
1. Who is more responsible for … — Victor or the Creature?
1. Which character do you feel sorry for, and why?
Big questions to choose from
1. Walton and Victor are both very ambitious. Is ambition a good or a dangerous quality?
1. Justine dies for a crime she did not commit, and Victor stays silent. Is Victor guilty too?
1. The Creature learns language and kindness from the De Laceys. Why does everything still go wrong? Is he born bad, or made bad?
1. Victor refuses to make a female companion. Was he right?
1. Why does Walton turn his ship back at the end? What has he learned from Victor?
1. Final question for everyone: Who is the real monster of the novel? Give one example from the text.
My questions
	#
	Question
	Notes from the discussion

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	



Useful language
1. Let's start with… / Shall we move on to…?
1. What do you think, (name)? / Would anyone like to add something?
1. That's an interesting point — can you give an example from the text?
1. We have two minutes left, so let's hear from the Illustrator.
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Passage Master
You bring the text itself into the circle — and read it aloud.
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ______________
Your job: choose three short passages (2–6 sentences) that are important, beautiful, frightening or puzzling. Read them aloud and lead a short discussion of each.
Step by step
1. Mark passages while you read. Write the chapter and page.
1. Choose three and decide why each matters (see the reasons below).
1. Practise reading them aloud — slowly, with feeling.
1. In the circle: read → ask "What do you notice?" → give your own idea.
Reasons to choose a passage
1. It shows a character's feelings or a change in a character.
1. It describes nature (storms, mountains, ice) — Romantic writers loved the sublime.
1. It is a turning point in the plot.
1. It connects to a big theme: knowledge, creation, loneliness, responsibility, revenge.
1. The language is strong: comparisons, repetition, emotional words.
Famous lines to look out for
	Chapter
	Line

	Ch. 4
	"Learn from me… how dangerous is the acquirement of knowledge…"

	Ch. 5
	"It was on a dreary night of November that I beheld the accomplishment of my toils."

	Ch. 10
	"Remember that I am thy creature; I ought to be thy Adam, but I am rather the fallen angel…"

	Ch. 17
	"I am malicious because I am miserable."

	
	



You may use one of these, but find at least two passages of your own.
My passages
	#
	Chapter / page
	First and last words
	Why I chose it
	Question for the group

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	



Useful language
1. Please turn to page …, the paragraph that begins "…".
1. I chose this passage because it shows…
1. The writer uses the image of … to suggest…
1. What do you think this tells us about Victor's/the Creature's feelings?
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Word Wizard
You unlock the language of the novel for your group.
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ______________
Your job: find six words or phrases that are new, old-fashioned, unusual or important for the story. Explain them so the group understands the text better.
Step by step
1. While reading, underline words you don't know or that the author repeats.
1. Choose six. Try to include: one adjective of emotion, one word about science, one old-fashioned word (thee, thy, wretch, ere).
1. Check meaning in a learner's dictionary (Oxford Learner's or Cambridge). Guess from context first.
1. In the circle: read the sentence, ask the group to guess, then explain.
Watch for word families
	Theme
	Words Mary Shelley uses

	Creation & science
	natural philosophy, chemistry, spark of being, animation, lifeless, toil

	Horror
	hideous, ghastly, wretch, daemon, fiend, monster, horror

	Feelings
	despair, remorse, anguish, misery, rage, benevolence

	Nature
	sublime, glacier, precipice, desolate, majestic



My words
	#
	Word + page
	Sentence from the book
	My guess
	Meaning / Ukrainian
	Why it matters

	1
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	



Mini-challenge for the group
Victor calls his creation monster, daemon, fiend, wretch; the Creature calls himself your creature. How many different names can you find in the novel? What does each name show about the speaker's feelings?
Useful language
1. Look at page …. Can you guess what "…" means from the context?
1. It's an old-fashioned word for…
1. The author repeats this word, which shows…
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Connector
You build bridges between a 200-year-old novel and our world.
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ______________
Your job: connect the novel to your own life, to other books and films, and to today's news. Make the old story feel close.
Step by step
1. Find three connections, one of each type below.
1. For each, write what happens in the novel and what it connects to.
1. In the circle, share one connection, then ask the group for theirs.
Three types of connection
	Type
	Example question

	Text → self
	Have you ever felt rejected or lonely, like the Creature? Have you ever started a project and lost control of it?

	Text → text
	Does the story remind you of Prometheus, Adam and Eve (Paradise Lost), the Golem, Pinocchio, or a film/series about robots or AI?

	Text → world
	Where do we argue today about creating life or intelligence — AI, genetic engineering, cloning, robots? Who is responsible when a creation causes harm?



Ideas to connect
1. Victor studies day and night and forgets his family and health — like some students today?
1. Justine's trial: wrongful convictions, and why people stay silent when they know the truth
1. The Creature is judged by his appearance before he speaks — refugees, newcomers, people who look different
1. Modern stories of AI that turn against their makers — are they fair to the Creature?
My connections
	Type
	In the novel (chapter)
	It connects to…
	What I learned

	Text → self
	
	
	

	Text → text
	
	
	

	Text → world
	
	
	



Useful language
1. This part reminds me of… because…
1. There's a similar situation in…
1. If Victor lived today, he might be working on…
1. The difference is that…
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Illustrator
You show the novel in pictures — ideas matter more than drawing skill.
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ______________
Your job: make a drawing, map, diagram or collage about an important scene, place, character or idea.
Step by step
1. Choose one option below (or your own idea).
1. Make your picture on A4 paper or in a digital tool (Canva, Padlet). If you use an AI image generator, write your prompt under the picture.
1. In the circle, show the picture first and let the group guess what it shows.
1. Then explain your choices: colours, symbols, what is big or small, light or dark.
Options
1. The creation scene (Ch. 5): Victor's room on a dark November night. What does Victor feel? What does the Creature see when he opens his eyes?
1. A map of the journey: Geneva → Ingolstadt → the Alps (Mer de Glace) → the Orkney Islands → the Arctic. Mark one key event at each place.
1. The frame narrative as boxes or a set of Russian dolls: Walton → Victor → the Creature.
1. Two portraits: the Creature as Victor sees him, and the Creature as he sees himself.
1. The sublime: a storm, a glacier or the Arctic ice. How does nature mirror the characters' feelings?
1. A book cover for a new edition of the novel for Ukrainian readers in 2026.
My illustration
	Question
	My answer

	What I drew
	

	Chapter / scene
	

	Colours and symbols I used, and why
	

	What I want the group to notice
	

	Question for the group
	



Sketch
	My sketch

	



Useful language
1. What do you think this picture shows?
1. In the foreground/background you can see…
1. I used dark colours because…
1. This symbol stands for…
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Context Investigator
You bring the history, science and ideas behind the novel.
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ______________
Your job: find background information that helps the group understand the novel. Use university lectures and reliable academic sources, not random websites.
Step by step
1. Choose one topic below.
1. Watch or listen to part of one lecture from the list (15–20 minutes is enough) and take notes.
1. Prepare a 3-minute mini-report: 3 key facts + 1 link to the novel.
1. End with a question for the group.
Topics
	Topic
	What to find out

	Mary Shelley's life
	Her parents; her elopement with Percy Shelley; the loss of her children. How might her life shape the themes of birth, death and abandonment?

	The summer of 1816
	The Villa Diodati and Byron's ghost-story challenge; why the summer was so cold and dark

	Science of the time
	Galvanism, Luigi Galvani's frog experiments, Humphry Davy's chemistry lectures. Could people in 1818 believe in Victor's experiment?

	Romanticism and the Gothic
	What Romantic writers believed about nature, feeling and the individual; typical Gothic features (fear, darkness, the supernatural)

	Myths and books behind the novel
	Prometheus; Milton's Paradise Lost — one of the books the Creature reads



Where to look: open university lectures
1. Situating Frankenstein — 30-minute lecture by Dr Will Bowers (Bodleian Libraries, University of Oxford) on narrative structure, context and geography; the page also has a printable Mary Shelley timeline.
1. Making Machines: Mary Shelley and Ada Lovelace — Oxford webinar; Prof. Sharon Ruston on Humphry Davy and whether the Creature is a machine or a man (minutes 2–34).
1. Why Read Frankenstein in 2018? — Prof. Nick Groom (Oxford Podcasts) on why the novel still matters and what it says about being human.
1. UoD Book Club Podcast, Episode 7 — Dr Daniel Cook, Head of English, University of Dundee, on key ideas and themes. Mary Shelley spent part of her youth in Dundee.
1. Arts One Digital: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein — video lecture by Kevin McNeilly, University of British Columbia ("Monster in the Mirror").
1. Mary Shelley's Frankenstein — lecture by Brian Rosenberg for first-year students, Lawrence University.
My report
	
	Notes

	My topic
	

	Source (lecturer, university, link)
	

	Key fact 1
	

	Key fact 2
	

	Key fact 3
	

	How this helps us understand the novel
	

	My question for the group
	



Useful language: According to Dr …, a lecturer at the University of …, · In the early nineteenth century, people believed that… · This helps to explain why Victor/the Creature… · I was surprised to learn that…
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After the circle: group reflection
Group: ______   Date: ______________
Our group's answer
	Question
	Our answer (2–3 sentences)

	Who is the real monster of the novel?
	

	The most important idea we discussed
	

	One thing we still disagree about
	

	One question we would ask Mary Shelley
	



Self-assessment
Tick one box for each statement: 3 = yes, 2 = partly, 1 = not yet.
	Statement
	3
	2
	1

	I read the whole novel.
	
	
	

	I prepared my role sheet fully.
	
	
	

	I supported my ideas with examples from the text.
	
	
	

	I listened and responded to others.
	
	
	

	I used English all the time.
	
	
	

	I can explain one theme of the novel to someone else.
	
	
	



Exit ticket
Complete the sentence: Before the circle I thought … ; now I think … .
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Sources
1. Bodleian Libraries, University of Oxford — Frankenstein Revisited learning resources (lecture by Dr Will Bowers; Mary Shelley timeline; reading list)
1. Oxford Podcasts — Making Machines: Mary Shelley and Ada Lovelace; Why Read Frankenstein in 2018? (Nick Groom)
1. University of Dundee — UoD Book Club Podcast, Episode 7: Dr Daniel Cook on Frankenstein
1. University of British Columbia — Arts One Digital: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Kevin McNeilly)
1. Lawrence University — Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, First-Year Studies Lecture (Brian Rosenberg)
1. University of Louisville — Honors seminar: Frankenstein, the Villa Diodati & the Ghost Story Challenge
1. Text: Mary Shelley, Frankenstein — Project Gutenberg
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