Macbeth — Literature Circles Role Handouts
How Our Circles Work
We discuss Macbeth in one 90-minute session. Before it, read/listen to the whole play (or the adapted version) and prepare your role for all five acts.
Big question: Who is responsible for the tragedy — Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, or the witches?
	Time (min)
	Step
	Who leads

	0–5
	Warm-up: roles check, big question on the board
	DL

	5–10
	The play in 3 minutes
	S

	10–22
	Key passages read aloud and discussed
	PP

	22–32
	Key words and Shakespeare's language
	WM

	32–42
	History, customs and beliefs behind the play
	CC

	42–52
	Links to life, the world, books and films
	C

	52–80
	Open discussion of the big question
	DL + all

	80–90
	Group answer:  report to the class
	All



· Before the session: read the whole play, fill in your role sheet. Choose the strongest examples.
During the session: follow the plan above. Each role has about 10 minutes, so share only your best 2–3 points and connect them to the big question.
Group rules: speak in English, give evidence from the text (act, scene, line), listen and build on others' ideas, and invite quiet members to speak.


Role 1 — Discussion Leader (DL)
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ____________
Your job: you lead the talk. Write 5 open questions about the whole play — questions with no single correct answer — and keep everyone involved.
Your task:
1. Write 5 questions: 2 about characters, 2 about why things happen, 1 about your opinion.
1. Write a possible answer to each question for yourself.
1. During the meeting, ask your questions, call on each role to share, and watch the time.
1. At the end, help the group write one sentence that answers the big question.
Question starters:
1. Why do you think… ?
1. How would the play change if… ?
1. Who is more responsible for… — Macbeth or Lady Macbeth?
1. Do you agree with… ? Why or why not?
1. What does the play show about ambition / guilt / power?
Example (Act 1): Macbeth is loyal and brave at the start. What changes after he meets the witches — the situation, or Macbeth himself?
	#
	My question
	Act / scene
	My possible answer

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	



Our group's answer to the big question:
	
	


Role 2 — Summarizer (S)
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ____________
Your job: you retell the whole play in a short, simple way, so everyone remembers the story before the discussion starts. You speak first, for no more than 3 minutes.
Your task:
1. List the most important event of each act (Acts 1–5), in order.
1. Write a summary of the whole play in 120–150 words in your own words. Use the present simple: Macbeth meets…, Lady Macbeth decides…
1. Write one sentence: the turning point of the play and why it matters.
1. Do not retell every detail — choose only what moves the story forward.
Useful linking words: first, then, after that, meanwhile, however, because of this, finally.
Example (Act 1, Scene 3): On their way home from battle, Macbeth and Banquo meet three witches. The witches greet Macbeth as Thane of Cawdor and future king, and say Banquo's sons will be kings.
	Act
	Key event
	Who?
	Scene

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	



My summary (120–150 words):
	
	
	
	
	
	

The turning point of the play is… because…
	
	


Role 3 — Connector (C)
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ____________
Your job: you link the play to real life, the world today, and other books or films. You show the group why a 400-year-old story still matters.
Your task:
1. Find 3 connections, one of each type: life, world, other texts.
1. For each one, name the moment in the play (act, scene) and explain the link in 2–3 sentences.
1. Prepare one question to ask the group about your connection.
Types of connections:
1. Text to self: a time you or someone you know wanted something very much, felt guilty, or was pushed by a friend.
1. Text to world: leaders who take power by force, propaganda, fear in society, how power changes people.
1. Text to text: other books, films or series with the same themes — for example The Lion King, Breaking Bad, Game of Thrones, Star Wars: Revenge of the Sith, or a Ukrainian text you know.
Example: In The Lion King, Scar kills his brother to become king, just as Macbeth kills Duncan. Both rulers bring darkness to their kingdoms, and the land suffers.
	Type
	Moment in the play (act, scene)
	My connection
	Why it matters

	Text to self
	
	
	

	Text to world
	
	
	

	Text to text
	
	
	



My question for the group:
	
	


Role 4 — Word Master (WM)
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ____________
Your job: you choose and explain 6–8 important or difficult words from the play. Shakespeare's English is old, so you help the group understand both the old words and the key words of the play.
Your task:
1. Choose 6–8 words: at least 2 old (Shakespearean) words and at least 2 key-theme words.
1. For each word, copy the line where it appears and give the act, scene and line.
1. Explain the meaning in simple modern English and give the Ukrainian equivalent.
1. Write your own sentence with the word (for modern words).
1. In the meeting, ask the group to guess the meaning from context before you explain it.
Why choose a word? It is new or old-fashioned, it repeats, it is used in an unusual way, or it is key to the theme (ambition, guilt, blood, sleep, darkness, fate).
Shakespearean words to watch for: thou / thee / thy (you / your), art (are), hath (has), ere (before), anon (soon), wherefore (why), 'tis (it is), thane (Scottish lord).
Example: "I have no spur / To prick the sides of my intent, but only / Vaulting ambition" (1.7.25–27). Vaulting ambition — a desire for power so strong that it jumps too high and falls; надмірне, нестримне честолюбство.
	Word
	Line from the play
	Act.scene.line
	Meaning in simple English
	Ukrainian
	My sentence

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



The most important word of the play is… because…
	
Role 5 — Passage Person (PP)
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ____________
Your job: you choose 3 special passages (4–10 lines each) and read them aloud to the group. Shakespeare wrote for the stage, so the words come alive when we hear them.
Your task:
1. Choose 3 passages from different parts of the play (beginning, middle, end) and write the act, scene and lines.
1. Explain why you chose each one.
1. Practise reading aloud at home: mark pauses ( / ) and words to stress (underline).
1. In the meeting: read the passage, then ask the group a question about it, then share your own idea.
Why choose a passage? It is a turning point, it shows a character's true feelings, the language is powerful or beautiful, it is confusing and needs discussion, or it shows a key image (blood, darkness, sleep, clothes that don't fit).
Ways to share: read it yourself, give parts to group members
Example: "Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood / Clean from my hand?" (2.2.60–61). Macbeth understands that his guilt can never be washed away. Compare it with Lady Macbeth: "A little water clears us of this deed" (2.2.67).
	#
	Act.scene.lines
	First words of the passage
	Why I chose it
	My question for the group

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	



How I will share it: read alone / give parts :


Role 6 — Culture Connector (CC)
Name: ______________________   Group: ______   Date: ____________
Your job: you explain the old customs, beliefs and history behind the play. People in 1606 saw the story very differently from us, and you help the group see it through their eyes.
Your task:
1. Find 2–3 moments in the play that depend on history, customs or beliefs.
1. Do short research (5–10 minutes each) and explain each topic in 3–4 simple sentences.
1. Say how this background changes our understanding of the scene.
1. Bring one picture, map or fact to show the group.
Topics to explore:
1. The real Macbeth: a Scottish king (ruled 1040–1057); how Shakespeare changed history.
1. King James I: king of Scotland and England, a believed descendant of Banquo, author of a book about witches (Daemonologie, 1597).
1. Witchcraft: witch trials in Scotland and England; why audiences feared the witches.
1. The Divine Right of Kings: the belief that God chooses the king, so killing a king is a crime against God and nature.
1. Hospitality and loyalty: a host must protect his guest; Duncan is Macbeth's king, relative and guest.
1. Nature and order: strange events after the murder (darkness in the day, horses eating each other) show the world is broken.
1. Gender roles: what people expected from men and women; why Lady Macbeth's words shocked the audience.
1. Theatre in 1606: the Globe, male actors in female roles, the "Scottish play" superstition.
Example (Act 2): In Shakespeare's time, people believed the king was chosen by God. So when Macbeth kills Duncan, nature itself goes wrong: the night is wild and the day stays dark (2.4). The audience saw this as a sign of a terrible sin, not just a political crime.
	Moment (act, scene)
	Custom / belief / history
	Short explanation
	How it changes our understanding

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Then and now: How would people today react to this situation?
	
