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Reading

Task 1

Read the texts below. Match choices (A–H) to (1–6). There are two choices 
you do not need to use.

Autumn Holidays

1 Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania

During autumn in Jim Thorpe, a trip down the memory lane is framed by brightly coloured 
leaves. The historic town offers wonderfully preserved buildings that house tearooms, art 
galleries, and an opera house popular on the Vaudeville route. Simply stroll the grounds 
WR�HQMR\�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�JDUGHQV�DQG�\RX·OO�ÀQG�WKH�WRZQ�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�HQHUJ\�DQG�HQWKXVLDVP��
Fall weekends complete with arts, melodies, exciting walks to town, and kids’ activities 
run throughout October.

2 Sedona, Arizona

Sedona� LV�HVSHFLDOO\�SRSXODU� LQ� WKH�DXWXPQ�WLPH��9LEUDQW�UHG�KLOOV�ZLWK�ÁDW� WRSV�DQG�
blushing sandstone cliffs offer some of the country’s most spectacular scenery, especially 
at sunrise and sunset. In Sedona, you can browse museums or get your energy balanced 
by one of the many healers and spiritual guides that call Sedona home, before heading out 
for some leaf admiring. Its botanical park also has a number of greenhouses which are 
arranged as indoor gardens with animals and plants from all over the Americas.

3 Stockholm, Wisconsin

The village of Stockholm offers dozens of delightful ways to enjoy autumn. The local pie 
FRPSDQ\�EDNHV�XS�IDOO�LQ�PDQ\�ÁDYRXUV�DQG�VHUYHV�LW�LQ�LWV�FDIHWHULD�ZKLFK�LV�RSHQ�IURP�
midday to midnight. You can drink the season at the Maiden Rock Winery, too. If that is 
not enough, you can travel around town on free blue bicycles available for visitors or take 
advantage of some of the best antique shopping in the state. Today the town offers visitors 
D�JOLPSVH�RI�WKH�ULFK�SDVW�ZLWK�D�ÀQH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�DUW��SRUFHODLQ��IXUQLWXUH�DQG�MHZHOOHU\�

4 Jasper, Arkansas

Each fall, the tiny mountain town of Jasper beckons visitors with the promise of vivid 
fall colours and southern hospitality. Start the warm fall days with a big breakfast at a 
local cafe by people watching in the downtown square, before heading out for some serious 
picturesque drives and wildlife spotting. There is also a lively pub. In the evening you can 
relax in its cosy atmosphere after a day of hiking in the mountains.
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5 Fayetteville, West Virginia

-XVW�RXWVLGH�WKH�WRZQ��1HZ�5LYHU�*RUJH�UHVHUYH�RIIHUV�VRPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�IDOO�ÁRUD�LQ�WKH�
state. It is also a main point for adventure seekers: whitewater rafting, hiking, mountain 
biking, and banjo jumping are popular activities. In fact, October 15th is New River Gorge 
Bridge Day, when thousands come together to watch enthusiasts from different corners of 
West Virginia jumping from a tall bridge with parachutes. You have a unique opportunity 
to choose any of the activities, which also include digging for fossils, rock climbing on the 
granite, tubing down the river, and sleeping under millions of stars.

6 Munising, Michigan

In the town of Munising, with spectacular sandstone cliffs rising above Lake Superior 
and 17 local waterfalls, the stage for beauty is already set by the time the dramatic reds, 
oranges, and yellows of autumn take hold of the forests. Walk downtown, admire the work 
RI�ORFDO�DUWLVWV�DQG�FUDIWVPHQ��DQG�IHDVW�RQ�IUHVK�ÀVK�IURP�WKH�ODNH�LQ�WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��RU�
sink your teeth into pasties, the local specialty. The town does get very busy during the 
annual crafts fair, but its massive territory gives it a quiet atmosphere, even at such an 
hour.

!is town o"ers you the chance _________.

A to go for a bike ride at no cost
B WR�JR�ÀVKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�ULYHU
C to have a substantial morning meal
D to try extreme sports
E to appreciate handmade articles
F to enjoy a musical performance
G to improve your health and mood
H to explore the area with a guide
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Task 2

Read the text below. For questions (7–11) choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D). 

Elevation Record for Dogs

When Seattle-based mountain guide Don Wargowsky was leading an expedition in 
Nepal’s Himalayas, he picked up an extra member on his team. A stray dog noticed the 
climbers somewhere around 5,333 m and decided to stick around. When she came up to 
Don, he gave her a bit of beef jerky and she didn’t leave for three and a half weeks. The 
team called their four-legged member “Mera”. Wargowsky realised he had seen her in 
the town of Kare a few days earlier. She had made no effort then to get close, but now 
0HUD�GHFLGHG�WR�MRLQ�WKH�H[SHGLWLRQ��7KH�ÀUVW�QLJKW��:DUJRZVN\�WULHG�WR�HQFRXUDJH�KHU�
to sleep in his tent, but she wouldn’t come inside. The next morning, he found her curled 
up outside covered in a layer of snow. After that, he was able to trick her inside. He gave 
her a coat to keep her warm.

:DUJRZVN\� ZDV� LQ� D� GLIÀFXOW� SRVLWLRQ�� +H� ZDV� ZRUULHG� DERXW� WKH� GRJ� WKDW� KDG� QR�
protection for her paws or her body in conditions that sometimes reached minus 30 
degrees Celcius. “Obviously, my responsibility was to the group, but I was happy to have 
her with us,” he says. 

When the team went to make the climb, Wargowsky tried to keep Mera at base camp 
because he didn’t want her to make the steep climb. He tied her up but she got out of her 
rope and quickly caught up with them. Wargowsky couldn’t leave his human clients to 
take her back, so Mera stayed with the group. “I have no clue what her motivation was,” 
he says. “We were feeding her at base camp, so it wasn’t the food.”

Once Mera started to slide and Wargowsky was able to catch her and save her from what 
could have been a dangerous fall. “There were certain slopes very early in the morning 
or late at night when the snow was very crusty and icy, when it was very slippery”. He 
says it was also hard to believe she didn’t go snow-blind. The humans were all wearing 
expensive glacier goggles while she moved along with no protection.

After all that climbing, Wargowsky was tempted to bring his new friend home to the 
US. “I really would have loved to adopt her. But I live in a tiny apartment in Seattle and 
this dog wants to climb mountains. I gave it a lot of consideration. I didn’t care what it 
cost.” But he didn’t want to leave Mera out on the streets. Fortunately, the expedition’s 
base camp manager was impressed by the adventurous dog and got her to his home in 
Kathmandu.

7   Which statement is TRUE of Mera, according to PARAGRAPH 1?
A Mera’s sleeping place was made from a coat beside Wargowsky’s tent.
B The dog accompanied the expedition from the town of Kare.
C The name “Mera” means “four-legged” in the Nepalese language.
D The dog stayed with the expedition after receiving a meat treat.
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8 How did Don Wargowsky feel about the new member of his team?
A He made saving the dog’s life his top priority.
B He worried the dog could slow down their climb.
C He was anxious the weather was too severe for Mera.
D He was looking for a way to protect the dog’s eyes.

9  Why did Don Wargowsky NOT return Mera to base camp when she joined the 
team in the mountains?

A He thought the way down to camp was too steep.
B He had to take care of his team members.
C He was afraid nobody would feed the dog there.
D He couldn’t catch the dog to take her to base camp.

10 Which threat for Mera is NOT mentioned in the text?

A getting frostbitten
B losing sight
C dying of hunger
D getting injured

11 Why did Don Wargowsky leave Mera in Nepal?
A He found a new owner for the dog in Nepal.
B It’s forbidden to keep a dog in his American home. 
C Taking a dog from Nepal to the US cost too much.
D He had no time to get permission to bring the dog to the US.
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Use of English

Task 3
Read the text below. For questions (12–21) choose the correct answer 

(A, B, C or D).

Lost Dogs Found

7ZR�PLQLDWXUH� VFKQDX]HUV�ZKR�ZHUH�PLVVLQJ� IRU� IRXU� GD\V�ZHUH�ÀQDOO\� IRXQG�ZKHQ�
their owners decided to (12) __________ an unconventional yet effective (13) __________.

On June 16, John Hampson was (14) __________ his parents’ dogs, Charlie, 7, and Theo, 
15 months, on top of Red Pike, England, when a fog rolled in. The dogs were both off 
leash and (15) __________ the thick mist, 21-year-old John lost (16) __________ of the 
pets.

As soon as the pups went missing, John called his mother, Liz.

After the call, Liz and her husband, Graham called friends, family and mountain rescue 
teams. They also posted about their dogs on Facebook and Twitter. More than 120 
people and two drones looked for the dogs all around Red Pike. After 96 hours of (17) 
__________, the family came up with a last-ditch effort. They decided to grill sausages 
close to the (18) __________ where the dogs went missing. “They (19) __________ love 
sausages,” Liz told the Metro. “They have them every Sunday for breakfast, so if there 
was one food they were going to (20) __________ for, it was sausages.”

After two and a half hours of grilling and calling the dogs’ names, the two miniature 
schnauzers eventually (21) __________ up.

A B C D
12 make use perform do
13 routine method process custom
14 going leading moving walking
15 in spite of in response to due to in case of
16 sight vision appearance presence
17 watching checking searching overseeing
18 time spot direction situation
19 readily unexpectedly absolutely instantly
20 come back come across come around come forward
21 got appeared went showed
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