GADGETS & DEVICES: How We Use Technology

PART I. WARM-UP — “MY DIGITAL LIFE”

Work in pairs.

What electronic devices do you use every day?
Which device do you use most?
Which device could you live without?
Which device do you use for studying/work?
What gadget would you like to buy?
Have you ever had a serious problem with a device?
Follow-up

Students introduce their partner:

“My partner uses a laptop, smartphone and smartwatch every day. The device he/she relies on most is…”

PART II. VOCABULARY ACTIVATION


Give students the vocabulary list from your handout, but do not ask them simply to memorise the definitions.

Task 1 — Categorise
Put the words into four categories.

A. Types of devices
B. Parts/features
C. Technical characteristics
D. Actions

Words:

gadget • laptop • touchscreen • battery life • plug in • tablet • storage capacity • smartwatch • pair devices • processing power • charger • wireless earbuds • back up data • built-in camera • power bank • uninstall an application • external hard drive • user-friendly interface • sync devices • portable device • transfer files • desktop computer

	



PART III. “WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE?”
          Work in pairs and explain the differences.

1. gadget vs device

Is every gadget a device?
Is every device a gadget?

2. portable device vs handheld device

Can a laptop be a handheld device?
Can a tablet be both portable and handheld?

3. smart device vs wearable device

Is every wearable device smart?
Is a smartwatch a wearable device, a smart device, or both?

4. charger vs power bank

What is the difference between them?

5. battery life vs storage capacity

Students complete:

Battery life refers to ____________________.

Storage capacity refers to ____________________.

6. touchscreen vs user-friendly interface

Does having a touchscreen automatically mean that a device has a user-friendly interface?

PART IV. VOCABULARY CHALLENGE — “TECHNICAL TRANSLATOR” 
Translate the following Ukrainian sentences into English.

Мій ноутбук має дуже тривалий час роботи акумулятора.
Я випадково розрядив свій телефон.
Підключіть пристрій до мережі.
Не забудьте відключити зарядний пристрій.
Мені потрібно оновити програмне забезпечення.
Спробуйте перезавантажити пристрій.
Вам потрібно змінити налаштування.
Увімкніть цю функцію.
Я хочу видалити цей застосунок.
Не забудьте створити резервну копію даних.
Мені потрібно передати ці файли на ноутбук.
Мої пристрої автоматично синхронізуються.
Цей планшет має великий обсяг пам'яті.
Мені потрібен пристрій з більшою обчислювальною потужністю.
Цей пристрій має дуже зручний інтерфейс. 

PART V. “DESCRIBE THE DEVICE”

· Smartphone 
· Laptop 
· Tablet 
· Smartwatch
· wireless earbuds 
· desktop computer
· power bank 
· external hard drive

You have 2 minutes to prepare a description.
You must NOT say the name of the device.

PART VI. “TECH SUPPORT”

Student A = Customer
Student B = Technical Support Specialist

Give the customer one problem.

Problem cards

CARD A

Your phone won't charge.

CARD B

Your wireless earbuds won't connect to your laptop.

CARD C

Your laptop is extremely slow.

CARD D

You cannot install a new application.

CARD E

Your device keeps disconnecting from Wi-Fi.

CARD F

Your storage is almost full.

CARD G

Your smartwatch won't sync with your phone.

CARD H

Your battery runs out very quickly.

Technical Support Language

Have you tried…?
You should…
Try to…
Make sure that…
First, you need to…
Check whether…
You may need to…
Don't forget to…
If that doesn't work, …
Finally, try…

Example

Customer: My wireless earbuds won't connect to my laptop.
Support specialist: Have you tried pairing the devices again?
Customer: Yes, but it didn't work.
Support specialist: OK. Try to disable Bluetooth and enable it again. Then restart your laptop.
Customer: I'll try that.




PART VII. CASE STUDY — “THE PERFECT DEVICE”

Situation
A university wants to buy new devices for four different users. It has a limited budget and can buy only one device for each person.

User 1 — The Student
Anna studies Applied Linguistics. She takes notes, watches lectures, reads PDFs, and frequently travels between university buildings.

User 2 — The Programmer
Dmytro studies Software Engineering. He needs to run demanding software and work with large files. He also needs good processing power and storage capacity.

User 3 — The Traveller
Olena travels frequently. She needs a lightweight device with good battery life. She often has no access to electrical outlets.

User 4 — The University Administrator
Petro works with documents, databases and video meetings. He spends most of his working day at a desk.

Devices available

A. Tablet
B. Laptop
C. Desktop computer
D. Smartwatch

Task

Choose the best device for each person.
Students must justify every decision using at least three target expressions.

Example

We recommend a laptop for Dmytro because he needs a lot of processing power and storage capacity. A tablet would not be powerful enough for his work.

Extension

Students must identify one disadvantage of their choice.


PART VIII. ROLE-PLAY — “THE GADGET SHOP”

Students work in groups of three.

Roles
Student A — Customer
You want to buy a new device but aren't sure what you need.

Student B — Sales Assistant
Your job is to discover the customer's needs and recommend a device.

Student C — Technology Expert
You evaluate the sales assistant's recommendation.

Customer requirements
Choose one secretly:

Customer 1
You need a device for studying, reading and watching videos.

Customer 2
You work remotely and frequently participate in video conferences.

Customer 3
You travel a lot and need excellent battery life.

Customer 4
You need to store large amounts of data.

Customer 5
You want to monitor your fitness and receive notifications without checking your phone.

Sales assistant must ask:

What are you going to use it for?
How important is battery life?
How much storage capacity do you need?
Do you need a touchscreen?
Do you need a built-in camera?
How important is processing power?
Do you need a portable device?
Do you need to connect it to other devices?


Then recommend:

I'd recommend… because…
The main advantage is…
One potential drawback is…
If I were you, I'd choose…

PART IX. DISCUSSION — “ARE WE TOO DEPENDENT ON GADGETS?”

GROUP A
Modern gadgets make our lives easier and more productive.

GROUP B
Modern gadgets make us more dependent on technology.



PART X. FINAL SPEAKING TASK — “MY PERFECT DEVICE”

Imagine you can design your perfect device.
You must decide:

1. What is it?
A smartphone / wearable / laptop / completely new gadget…
2. What does it do?
3. What features does it have?

Include at least five:

excellent battery life
large storage capacity
powerful processor
touchscreen
built-in camera
user-friendly interface
wireless connectivity
smart features
portable design
4. What problem does it solve?
5. Who is it for?


Our device is called… It is designed for… It has… The most useful feature is… Unlike existing devices, it…

QUICK EXIT TICKET

Before leaving, every student completes these five sentences:

The device I use most is…
One useful feature is…
One problem I often have is…
One thing I learned today is…
The gadget I would like to have is… because…



