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Airports
4 Match these words with their definitions.

1 runway a [ a large building where planes are kept, built, or repaired

2 control tower b [] a place at an airport where planes wait or turn round

3 hangar ¢ [ along piece of ground with a smooth hard surface on which aircra

4 apron d [J a large building at an airport where passengers arrive and leave

5 air terminal e [ a building at an airport from which air traffic is watched and directed
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Read the text and check your answers to exercise 4.

An airport is a place where aircraft take off and land. In smaller airports there is usually a single runway,
shorter than 1000 metres and made of gravel, grass or dirt, whereas larger airports usually have paved
runways of about 2 km or even longer. Airports also include control towers (if the air traffic is high, air traffic
is controlled by radio from there), hangars (where aircraft are stored and maintained), aprons (parking areas
away from terminals) and air terminals (departure and arrival buildings).

In terminals passengers can get flight informatio
buy tickets, clear security control, claim their
and board aircraft through waiting ar:
gates and ramps (where aircraft
terminal to board passengers.

Large airports usually h
base operator serv
as shops, rest
counters

J
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Gardens and parks
6 Read the text and answer the questions below.

Parks are open spaces, usually large and protected
areas, in cities and towns. They may be in a natural
(wilderness parks) or semi-natural state (in this case
they are planned spaces) and they are created for
human benefit (leisure, relaxation, entertainment and
recreation) or to protect animals (some of which are
threatened species) or the environment.

Usually you can find both natural and man-made materials in parks: trees (chosen either for their beauty
or for their shade), grass, flowers and landscape features such as fountains, benches, picnic areas,
statues, pathways, and ponds.

There are active and passive recreation parks: active recreation parks have a high level of development
and include playgrounds, ball fields and skateparks, whereas passive recreation parks focus on the
open-space characteristics of the place and offer trails and picnic areas.

Before designing and creating a garden, its use must be carefully considered. The most important
consideration in any garden design is how the garden will be used, followed closely by the desired

|
stylistic genre and the way the garden space will connect the other structures in the surrounding areas.
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Central Park lies in Manhattan, New York, and it is the most visited urban park in the USA (about 35 million
visitors every year). It was opened in 1857 since an area to escape from the chaotic life of the city was needed
because of the increasing number of citizens. About 1500 species of trees, shrubs and plants were planted in
the park and today a great number of animals live there.

Although it has a very natural appearance, the park is completely landscaped: there are artificial lakes and
ponds, lawns and grassy areas, playgrounds, walking tracks, ice-skating rinks, a z00, a conse
an area of natural woods, a running track, an outdoor amphitheatre and man
Festivals, concerts and other kinds of performances are regularly organised

vatory garden,

r indoor structures.
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1 What can you usually find in parks?
2 Can you explain the difference between active and passive recreation parks?
3

What has to be considered before designing and creating a garden?
Why was Central Park opened?

5 2 text says that Central Park is completely landscaped. Can you explain how?
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Tunnels
7 Read the text and answer the questions below.

Tunnels are long and narrow underground passages with an
opening on each end, built for pedestrian or vehicular (rail
or road) traffic and for canals. Some tunnels are important
for water supply or for hydroelectric stations, others are
sewers or include communication or electricity cables.
Before building a tunnel it is important to examine the
conditions and type of ground and groundwater. Different
methods can be used to build a tunnel, depending on the
type of ground.

If the rock is hard, the tunnel is blasted out with explosives, whereas if the ground is softer, tunnel shields
(steel tubes the same size as the tunnel) are pushed into the ground to dig out the earth. Typical examples
of tunnels are underground train lines and road tunnels (created when there is an obstacle like a mountain).

1 What and who are tunnels built for?
2 Before building a tunnel, what is it important to examine?
3 Which are the main techniques when building tunnels?
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8 ()1l Listen to an expert talking about the Channel Tunnel and complete the sentences.

1 The Channel Tunnel (also called 'Chunnel’) opened in

2 Itis one of the tunnels in the world and the tunnel wwth the longest portion.
3 Itis only used for

4 The journey between London and Paris takes
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9 Choose one of the main topics in this unit (bridges, roads, schools...) and write a short essay (about
100 words) following these guidelines:

* When were the first examples built?
* Which features must it have?

« Is there an example you know that you particularly like? Why?
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MY GLOSSARY

air terminal /ea(r) ‘t3:mmal/

apron /eipron/_ =

banked /baenkt/

bench /bentf/

to blast out /ta bla:st avt/
cable /keibl/

control tower /kan'traul tava(r)/
to dig out /to dig avt/
facility /fosiliti/
gutter /gata(r)/

hangar /heeno(r)/

lawn /lon/
leisure /le3a(r)/

log /Ing/

macadam /mokaedom/
pathway /pabwer/

playground /pleigravnd/
pond /pond/
recreation /rekrie[n/
rental /rentol/

rink /rk/

rope /raup/

rough /raf/

runway /ranwer/
sewer /sual(r)/

shrub /frab/

storey /storri,

tar /tai(r)

threatened /Bretand,
track /treek/

trail /trenl/
wilderness /wildonis/
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Bridges
T Read the text and answer the questions below.

A bridge is a structure which provides passage over a gap or physical obstacles such as valleys, rivers and
roads. The first bridges were probably fallen tree trunks (later supported by stones or logs) and bridges made
of long ropes across rivers or valleys. The first great bridge builders were the Ancient Romans (some of their
bridges are still standing today). The design of a bridge depends on its purpose, the kind of ground it is built
on and the material used to build it.

Tower Bridge, one of the best known symbols of London, is an
example of a double-decker bridge (two levels). It was designed
by Sir Horace Jones and completed in 1894. A mechanism
contained in its two Gothic Towers allows the roadway to be
raised (creating a 40-metre-high and 60-metre-wide space)
when large ships need to go through it. Before 1976 — when
the system was electrified — the lifting equipment was
commanded by a steam engine.

1 What are bridges built for?

2 What were the first bridges like? Who were the first great bridge builders?
3 What does the design of a bridge depend on?

4 What is Tower Bridge famous for?
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Roads
2 Read the text and answer the questions below.

The earliest rough pathways appeared in 10000 BC. They were trails made by
animals or created by humans who followed animals. The first stone and brick-paved
n the Middle East and India between 4000 and 3000 BC, and
uropean roads were built in England using logs.

reat road builders. Some of their roads still survive

a great number of paved roads in Europe and North Africa

g stone and gravel and included gutters for drainage. Around the 8th century AD
a great number of roads (paved with tar) were built in the Arab Empire, but it was
not until the Industrial Revolution that modern road building started.

Today roads are used both for pedestrian and vehicular traffic. The first stages in
road building are planning, designing and approval of the project following official
guidelines. After deciding where to move gas, water, sewer, electricity and phone
lines and compensating and relocating landowners, construction can start by
removing earth, rock and vegetation. Then the pavement material is laid using
great quantity of building equipment. Modern roads are built with smooth lay
tar or asphalt, over concrete or macadam. The kind of road surface depend:
expected use and on economic factors.
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1 Where and how were the first roads built?
2 How did the Ancient Romans build roads?
3 Which are the stages of modern road building?
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10 Listen and complete the text with the missing worcs

Schools have a very special importance in everyone's
(1) and consequently architects should think
and sensitively when (2) them. During the 1
century the first to understand the economic importance of
universal (3) were the British and the Prussians,
whose schools were disciplinarian places that could be built quite
cheaply. In Great Britain, as well as in France and Germany, v
can still see examples of these great, late nineteenth-century, fo.
banked along cent
School building grad
A great number of ne:
and practices shifted fr
learning and liberal egali
design changed too. New s
with multivalent spaces. M
buildings where the environ
and where solutions are found
health, (7) and
In the future, architects will ha
aspects, such as creating inc;
stimulating buildings, with spac:
libraries and (8)





