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Health and safety

4 Match the safety signs with their explanations.
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danger high voltage

harmful or irritating substances
inflammable substances
mandatory safety helmet
protective footwear required

no unauthorised entry
protective gloves required
suspended loads

wear safety harness
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Read the text and answer the questions below.

The improvement of safety, health and working conditions depends
upon governments, managers, supervisors and workers. Construction
and maintenance of safety facilities, installation of safety signs, testing
of lifting machinery, emergency and evacuation plans must all follow
precise safety procedures. The aim of all this is to avoid accidents and
ill health by eliminating potential dangers. The materials, equipment
and tools on the site should also meet some safety standards.

The main safety measures involve:

Work platforms: every work platform must be provided with safe
access and have enough strength to bear the load placed on it. It must
also be secured to avoid separation from the supporting structure to
which it is attached.

Scaffold stability: scaffolds must be assembled with the vertical
members plumb and be secured to a building if their height is over 3
times their minimum base dimension. Their bases must have bearing
plates resting on a solid surface and strong enough to support their
weight.

Electrical hazards: a scaffold must be grounded if it is situated near a
high voltage source.
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What do site safety procedures concern?

#hat should also meet some safety standards?
3 What is the main aim of these measures?

4 What must every work platform be provided with? Why must it
5 How must scaffolds be assembled? What must their bases ha
6 When must a scaffold be grounded?

be secured?
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MY GLOSSARY

backhoe /backhau/
boom /bumy/
front loader /frant lauder/

gear /gulr)/

grounded /gravndid/
hamess /hanes/
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safety /serfii/

scaffold /skafauld/

sheaf /[id/

Storm sewer /stom sua(r)/
subcontractor ‘sabkantraekta(r)/
tower crane taoa(r) krem/

wench rent]/
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On the Building Site \ 7
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Construction machinery
1 Read the text and label the pictures with the words in bold in the text.

A tower crane is used to build tall
buildings. Its short arm carries a
erweight of concrete blocks
its long arm carries lifting gear.
operator can sit in a cabin at
p of the tower just below the
al boom or control the crane
y radio remote control from the
d. The lifting hook is controlled
m of sheaves.

- Digging machines are used for
r subterranean
They

A concrete mixer (or c:
mixes cement aggregate
cement or gravel) and water 1
concrete. There are also port:
concrete mixers for smaller volume
work.
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2 Read the text again and answer the questions.

1 What is a tower crane used for? How does it work? 4 What do the rotary digging instruments use?
2 Where can the operator sit? 5 What does a concrete mixer do?
3 What are digging machines used for? 6 What is usually used for smaller volume work?
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3 Find the words in the text for the following definitions.

1 a person who is employed to operate or control a machine
2 a curved device used for catching or holding things

3 narrow holes which are dug into the ground

4 longer and narrower than is normal

5 small enough to be easily carried or moved




