DEMO
Task 1. Read the text about Britain.
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Task 2. Give the missing headings:
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Task 3. Write out the verbs from the text in Past Simple:

	ruled
	were
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Task 4. Write about Tudor Britain in 5 sentences :
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Past Simple
an action in the past

I saw a good film last night.
@ NOW
34 ‘

saw film I

Concept

The Past Simple is used to talk about things
that happened in the past, are finished and
have no connection with the present. We
usually know when the action happened.
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LIFE IN TUDOR BRITAIN

The Tudors ruled Britain from 1485 to 1603. Henry VIl and Elizabeth | were both
Tudor monarchs.

Tudor towns were very small and overcrowded. The cobbled streets were narrow.
filthy. and very unhealthy. Few people lived to be older than 40, and children often
died before they were five. Open sewers carried the filth to the nearest river. rats and
flies thrived. spreading diseases such as typhus and plague.
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The rich lived in mansions in the countryside. These were very big with up to 150
servants. They had a great many chimneys because so many fires were needed to
keep the vast rooms warm, and to cook the food for their huge feasts, which
consisted of up to ten courses. They would regularly eat venison. blackbirds, and larks
but rarely had potatoes because although explorers such as Sir Walter Raleigh had
brought them to Britain, they were not. as yet. grown very frequently by British
farmers. Honey was normally used to sweeten food: sugar was only rarely available.
but when they did have it. they put it on all their food. including meat! The poor
never had sugar or potatoes and seldom ate meat. They would occasionally catch
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rabbits and fish but most of the time they ate bread and vvegetables such as c.;bbage
and turnips.
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Poorer children never went to school. Children from better-off families had tutors to
teach them reading and French. However. boys were often sent to schools which
belonged to the monasteries and there they would learn mainly Latin in classes of
up to 60 boys. The school day went from dawn until dusk. and the schoolmasters
would frequently beat their pupils.
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The rich used to go hunting to kill deer and wild boar for their feasts. They also
enjoyed fencing and jousting contests. The poor watched bear fighting and also
played a kind of football where they jumped on each other. often breaking their
necks and backs. There were some theatres and people enjoyed watching plays.
u)articularly those of a young playwright called William Shakespeare.
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