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If I found a wallet on the street, I ‘d …
· give it to charity
· buy a car
· go on a holiday
· …
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materials taken from: 
https://www.perfect-english-grammar.com/second-conditional.html
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If+Past Simple, would +bare Infinitive
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Situation 1
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Situation 2
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Choose three questions and answer them 
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Richard is.
doydreaming

i
didn't have to
work such long hours,
| wouldn't be so
tired.
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If - clause | Main clause

It + past simple or would/could/might +
past continuous. present bare infinitive

They are used to express imaginary situations which
are contrary to facts in the present and, therefore, are
unlikely to happen in the present or future. They are
also used to give advice.
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Note: Type 1 and Type 2 Conditionals refer to the
present or the future. The use of Type 2
Conditionals suggests that the situation is less
probable, impossible, or imaginary. Compare
the examples:

.. a) If | meet Brad Pitt, /1l ask him about his next flm.
(comment made by a reporter who is going to
Hollywood)

If | met Brad Pitt, | would ask for his autograph.
(comment made by a teenage fan)
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Frequently Asked Questions
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b) If I win the money, I'll buy a new car. (comment
made by a contestant on a TV game show)
If 1 won the money, | would buy a new car.
(comment made by a member of the audience)
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#We can use were instead of was for all persons in the
if-clause of Type 2 conditionals.
e.g. If Andrew wasiwere taller, he could be a basket
ball player.
We use If | were you ... when we want to give
advice.
.g. If | were you, | wouldn't travel on my own.
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's, ask and answer questions about

Q what you would do in each of the following

SA

8.

oas N

situations, as in the example. Use your own
ideas.

What would you do if you saw someone committing
a robbery?
If 1 saw someone committing a robbery, | would call
the police.

- you / see / someone committing a robbery
you /find / a lot of money
afire / start / in your home
you / have / a headache
you / see / a stray dog outside your house
your boss / shout / at you
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Hypotheticals

(second conditional questio

1. Fora person you loved deeply, would you move to a distant country, knowing that you might never
see your family or friends again?

2. Ifyou knew the end of the world was in one week, what would you do?
3. Would you like to know the precise date of your death?

4. Your house catches fire. After saving your loved ones and pets, what is the one thing you would
save?

5. If you were having difficulties on an important test and you could safely cheat by looking at
someone’s paper, would you do it?

6. If you could be extremely professionally successful and have an ordinary private life, o have a very
happy private life and an ordinary professional life, which would you choose?

7. For £60,000 would you stop washing , brushing your teeth or using deodorant for 3 months?
8. Would you take 25 years of great happiness, if you knew at the end of t, you would die?
9. Would you choose to become more intelligent if it meant you were generally unhappier?

10. What would be the first few things you would try if you found out you were completely impervious to
physical harm?

11. If you could call yourself when you were fifteen years old for a twenty-minute conversation, what
would you tell yourself?

12. If you were a food, what food would you be?
13. If you had to get a tail, what tail would you want and what would you use it for?

14. What superpower would you like to have?

15. Would you rather be more intelligent than you are now, or more attractive?

16. Would you want to live in a world where everyone could see each other's thoughts?

17. If you were given any one luxury item, but you couldn't sell it, what luxury item would you want?
18. If you won the lottery, what would NOT change?

19. If you could afford a live-in butler or maid, would you want one?

20. If you had to join the circus, what type of performer would you be?
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The second conditional uses the past simple after if, then 'would' and the infinitive:

o if + past simple, ..would + infinitive
(We can use ‘were' instead of 'was' with I and 'he/shel/it. This is mostly done in formal writing).
It has two uses.

First, we can use it to talk about things in the future that are probably not going to be true. Maybe I'm imagining some dream

for example.

If I won the lottery, | would buy a big house.(I probably won't win the lottery)

If  met the Queen of England, | would say hello.

She would travel all over the world if she were rich.

She would pass the exam if she ever studied.(She never studies, so this won't happen)
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Second, we can use it to talk about something in the present which is impossible, because it's not true. Is that clear? Have a

look at the examples:

e If I had his number, | would call him. (I don't have his number now, so it's impossible for me to call him).

« If | were you, | wouldn't go out with that man.

How is this different from the first conditional?

This kind of conditional sentence is different from the first conditional because this is a lot more unlikely.

For example (second conditional): If | had enough money | would buy a house with twenty bedrooms and a swimming pool

(rm probably not going to have this much money, it's just a dream, not very real)

But (first conditional): If I have enough money, Il buy some new shoes (It's much more likely that Il have enough money to

buy some shoes)




