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Chapter 1 – The operating environment
Section 1 – The land operating environment 
1.1 Land forces are required to operate in dynamic, complex and increasingly urban environments. To be successful they must contend with a range of conditions, including the population, geography, terrain, climate, electromagnetic spectrum (EMS) and the availability (or lack) of infrastructure in their area of operations. Land forces also face a number of other challenges, such as being required to execute missions in areas that do not permit a permanent presence to be maintained due to their size or character. Another challenge is the potential for the intensity of operations to change abruptly. Therefore, land forces must have a broad spectrum of capabilities and assets at different echelons, which must be employed according to the particular context. 
1.2 Land operations are normally conducted in permanent direct contact with the enemy, adversary, the local population1 and other actors. Understanding the intents of actors (such as international, governmental and non-governmental organizations, and the local population) will have a key influence on land operations. It is often not possible to adequately predict how and where the enemy, adversary and the local population will react to land force’s activities. 
1.3 The operating environment is defined as: ‘a composite of the conditions, circumstances and influences that affect the employment of capabilities and bear on the decisions of the commander.’ The operating environment extends beyond the mere physical boundaries of a defined area. It includes a broad range of aspects, which affect actors differently. The operating environment may be affected by a range of actors activities, facilities, weather, terrain, natural disasters, the information environment, the electromagnetic environment (EME), and chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) threats and hazards, all of which have a bearing on land operations.2 It can be visualized and assessed through political, military, economic, social, information and infrastructure (PMESII) aspects.3 
1.4 A continuously evolving understanding of the land operating environment enables the commander to frame the problem, anticipate potential outcomes and risks, understand the effects of actions, and allocate appropriate resources. This section will focus on four elements of the land environment:

· land operations occur amongst the people increasingly in urban areas; 
· the importance of the information environment and the EMS and acoustic spectra; threats; and
· the impact of weather and terrain. 
(taken from AJP-3.2)
