DEMO
materials taken from ‘Flash on English for construction’. Patrizia Caruzzo. pp 8-9
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3. Match the word with their definition
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1 waste 
2 habitat
3 groundwater
4 by-product
5 medium
6 pollutants


	
	
	
	
	
	


4. Read the text about the forms of pollution and decide which of these are represented in the pictures:
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« Read the text and check your answers.

The quality of the land around us is very important for our well-
being. We need land to create energy, to grow fruit and vegetables
and to bury waste. We also need it for mineral resources, for
building houses, factories, schools and hospitals, for transportation,
for free time activities and much more. Land is also a vital habitat
for plants and animals. But many human activities, such as industry,
agriculture and transportation, and their by-products, as well as
intentional or accidental pollution, can damage the soil and harm
the quality of land.

Soil is extremely important for the environment, because water and
vital substances such as vitamins, minerals and fibres are stored and
regenerated in it. It is also an essential medium for growing crops.
And it has another fundamental function: it acts as a barrier between
the atmosphere and aquatic ecosystems. However, this barrier is lost
if soil is damaged or contaminated, with the consequence that the
soil becomes a source of pollutants that can enter surface or
groundwater and even damage the quality of air and consequently
the health of plants, animals and people. Toxic substances can be
dangerous for individual species and have long-term effects on

ecosystems. ‘1 m &
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[] something created while producing or processing another product
[J water found under ‘*‘e
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[ substances that pollute the environment
__ material that is no onger wani=c tecause its valuable part has already been used
natural environment where animals and plants grow
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__ a2 substance which 2cts as 2 vehicle for a particular purpose
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Pollution is the release of chemical, biological,

physical or radioactive substances in the

environment. Among the main kinds of pollution are:

@ Air pollution: due to the release of chemicals and
particulates (solid particles forming dust) such as
nitrogen oxides that create smog and hydrocarbons.
Other examples of air pollution are carbon
monoxide and sulphur dioxide.

@ Water pollution: caused by industrial waste,
agricultural drainage and sewage.

® Soil contamination: the most significant soil
contaminants are heavy metals, hydrocarbons,
herbicides and pesticides.
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@ Radioactive contamination: caused by accidents in
nuclear power stations and by the production and use of
nuclear weapons.

» Noise pollution: including roadway, aircraft and industrial
noise and high-intensity sonars.

@ Light pollution: including light trespass and over-
illumination.

@ Visual pollution: referring to the presence of
overhead power lines, motorway billboards or open
storage of junk and municipal solid waste.
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5 Read the text again and fill in the chart.

Type of pollution Examples
air pollution carbon monoxide
water pollution
soil contamination

noise pollution

visual pollution

radioactive contamination
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6 Write down a list of the sources of
pollution that exist in the area where you
live and write a short essay about the
possible solutions to these problems.

In my area there is a lot of air and water
pollution due to the chemicals the farmers
use on their fields...
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MY GLOSSARY

billboard /bilbaid/

to bury /to ‘beri/
bv-product /bar prodokt/
crop /krop/

1o damage /ts daemrds/
drainage /dremidz/

dust /dast/

v‘oundwatef /gr‘;undwo tor/

10 Srow /ta grau/
t0 harm /to ham/
bealth /helo/

to increase /tu: mkrizs/
junk /dsank/
overhead /auvahed/
particulate /patukjulat/
pollutant /palu:tant/
release /rrli:s/

sewage /suids/

to store /ta sta:(r)/
trespass /trespas/
waste /weist/
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1 What do we need land for? Look at the pictures and make a list
of all the types of activities you can think of.

2 Read the text and check your answers.
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ecosystems.
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