CYBERSPACE
Lead-in:
-What kind of things do you think the Internet will allow people to do in the future that they cannot do now?
-Would you like to spend more time in a virtual world, like in a computer game or virtual reality simulation? Why or why not?
-What do you think the word “cyberspace” means? Can you explain it in your own words?
-How is cyberspace different from the “real world”?
-Can you give some examples of activities people do in cyberspace today?
Task 1. Vocabulary preview
Before you read, match the words and phrases with their meanings. Write the correct letter (a–h) next to each word.
	Word / Phrase
	Meaning

	1. cyberspace
	a) a person who enters computer systems without permission

	2. hacker
	b) to continue developing or increasing quickly

	3. cybercriminal
	c) a dangerous person or group using the Internet to attack systems

	4. virtual reality
	d) a world created by computers that looks and feels real

	5. explosion (of shopping)
	e) a very fast increase or growth in activity

	6. disappear
	f) to stop existing or to go away completely

	7. optimistic
	g) believing that the future will be good

	8. grow dramatically
	h) the online world where computer communication happens



Task 2. Complete the sentences using the new vocabulary. Use each word or phrase once.

cyberspace – hacker – cybercriminal – virtual reality – explosion – disappear – optimistic – grow dramatically
1. Some experts believe that there will be an __________ of online shopping in the next few years.
2. A __________ is someone who secretly gets into computer networks without permission.
3. Today, millions of people spend part of their lives in __________, working, playing, or studying.
4. Old-fashioned letters may completely __________ because people use e-mail instead.
5. Many governments are worried about __________ who try to attack national computer systems.
6. __________ is a computer-created world that makes users feel they are really inside it.
7. People who are __________ about the future of technology believe it will make life better.
8. The number of people connected to the Internet has __________ in the past thirty years.
Task 3. Read the title and the first sentence of the article: “Peter Taylor finds out how computers and the Internet are going to affect our lives.”
Now guess what you are going to read about. Tick (✔) the topics you think will appear in the text.
☐ Online shopping
☐ Travelling abroad
☐ Education
☐ Health and medicine
☐ Virtual reality
☐ Sports
Task 4. Skimming for the main idea
Read the text quickly (in about 2–3 minutes) and choose the best summary.
A. The text is about how dangerous the Internet is.
B. The text describes both positive and negative predictions about the Internet’s future.
C. The text explains how to use the Internet safely.
Read the text. 
THE FUTURE OF CYBERSPACE

Peter Taylor finds out how computers and the Internet are going to effect our lives. In the last thirty years, the Internet has grown dramatically. In 1983, there were only 200 computers connected to the Internet; now there are around 50 million and this growth is clearly going to continue. Some experts are pessimistic about the future. One worry is the activities of cybercriminals. Even now, young hackers can get into the computers of banks and governments. In the future, cybertorrorists may ‘attack’ the world’s computers, cause chaos, and make planes and trains crash. However, many people are optimistic about the future of the Internet. Already, users can buy books, find out about holiday offers, book tickets, and get all sorts of information from the Internet. “In the next few years,” says Angela Rossetto of Cyberia magazine, “it is clear that we are going to see an explosion of shopping on the Internet.” She also believes that, in the future, we will get entertainment from the Net and that television will probably disappear. The postal service may also disappear with the increasing use of e-mail.
Some specialists see our future in virtual reality – the use of computers with sounds and images that make you feel as if you are in a real situation.38
“Personally, I think virtual reality will become part of modern life,” says Australian expert Peter Wojciechowsky. “I see people living and working in a virtual world. We will work in virtual offices, shop in virtual supermarkets, and we will even study in virtual schools.”

Task 5. Scanning for details
Now read the text again carefully and answer the questions in full sentences.

1.How many computers were connected to the Internet in 1983?
2.What do some experts worry about when it comes to cybercrime?
3.What kinds of things can Internet users already do today?
4.What does Angela Rossetto say will happen to shopping and television?
5.According to Peter Wojciechowsky, what will people do in virtual reality?
6.How many computers are connected to the Internet now, according to the text?
7.What examples of “cyberterrorist” attacks does the author mention?
8.What does Angela Rossetto think may happen to the postal service?
9.What is Peter Wojciechowsky’s nationality?
10.What kind of magazine does Angela Rossetto work for?
11. How has cyberspace changed the way we communicate with others?
12.What are some advantages of using cyberspace for shopping, learning, or working?
13.Do you think cyberspace can help people who live far from cities or schools? How?
14.What are some dangers in cyberspace, such as cybercrime or hacking?
15.How can people protect themselves while using cyberspace?
16.Do you think governments should control or regulate cyberspace? Why or why not?


Task 6. Read the statements below carefully. Decide if each one is True (T) or False (F) according to the text. If the statement is false, correct it. Then, find and copy a short phrase or sentence from the text that supports your answer. 

	#
	Statement
	T / F
	Correction (if False)
	Evidence from the text

	1
	In 1983, there were about 200 computers connected to the Internet.
	
	
	

	2
	Some experts think the Internet will make life safer and simpler for everyone.
	
	
	

	3
	Cyberterrorists may attack computer systems and cause serious problems.
	
	
	

	4
	According to Angela Rossetto, people will do less shopping online in the future.
	
	
	

	5
	The postal service may disappear because of e-mail.
	
	
	

	6
	Peter Wojciechowsky believes virtual reality will not be part of modern life.
	
	
	

	7
	The number of Internet users has stayed about the same since 1983.
	
	
	

	8
	Even now, hackers can enter government and bank computers.
	
	
	

	9
	Peter Wojciechowsky is from Australia.
	
	
	

	10
	The article only focuses on the negative effects of the Internet.
	
	
	



Task 7. Read the following statements Work in pairs or small groups. Decide if you agree or disagree, and explain why. Try to give examples or reasons from your own experience and from the text.
1. In the future, people will do almost everything online, including shopping, studying, and working.
2. Virtual reality will become a normal part of everyday life within the next 20 years.
3. Cybercrime and cyberterrorism are the biggest threats of the Internet.
4. Traditional television and postal services will disappear completely because of the Internet.
5. The Internet makes life better than it was 30 years ago, and this trend will continue.
6. Spending too much time in cyberspace or virtual reality can be harmful for society.
7. Governments should strictly control the Internet to prevent cybercrime.
8. Optimism about technological progress is more important than worrying about risks.
9. People will prefer virtual experiences over real-life experiences in the future.
10. The Internet should focus on providing useful information rather than entertainment.
Task 8. Writing
Write a short paragraph (120–150 words) expressing your opinion on one or more of the discussion statements from the previous activity. Use ideas from the text and your own experiences.

Steps to help you:
1.Choose a statement or two you feel strongly about.
Example: “Virtual reality will become a normal part of everyday life within the next 20 years.”
2.State your opinion clearly at the beginning.
Example: “I strongly agree that virtual reality will become a normal part of life in the future.”
3.Support your opinion with reasons, examples, or information from the text.
Example: “The article mentions that people may work, study, and shop in virtual worlds. I think this will happen because technology is developing very quickly.”
4.Include your personal experience or prediction.
Example: “I already use online classes and shopping, so I think virtual reality will make these activities even more realistic and convenient.”
5.Conclude your paragraph with a summary or final thought.
Example: “In conclusion, virtual reality will likely change the way we live, making many activities easier but also more dependent on technology.”

