Seminar 9, 10
Outline 

1. Types of Linguistics and their interrelation.
2. Provide a detailed overview of each Linguistics Branch according to the Framework given:
[bookmark: _lqvdg33i6yoz]1. Definition & Scope
1. What is the field about?
2. What linguistic phenomena does it study?
3. How does it differ from other branches?
[bookmark: _1wcky13w3i93]2. Key Concepts & Terminology
1. What are the core theoretical terms?
2. Which models or frameworks does it use?
3. What constructs define this area (e.g., “discourse,” “cognition,” “proto-language,” etc.)?
[bookmark: _m143nim55zep]3. Historical Development
1. When and why did this branch emerge?
2. Which primary stages or paradigm shifts shaped it?
[bookmark: _vf3lngyv0cli]4. Fundamental Questions
1. What main questions does this field seek to answer?
2. What scientific problems does it address?
[bookmark: _u8njg08np2s2]5. Goals & Applications
1. What are the aims of this branch?
2. How is it applied in practice?
3. Which real-world problems does it solve?
[bookmark: _xv8apesgwsy5]
[bookmark: _4rim7o1gsno6]
[bookmark: _jandm0raln7r]
[bookmark: _midfz9giessy]6. Research Methods
1. What methodologies are used?
 (e.g., experimental, fieldwork, corpus, computational, theoretical)
2. Qualitative or quantitative?
3. Any specific tools/techniques (e.g., fMRI, concordancers, formal grammars)?

[bookmark: _z3ow9dfbd139]7. Key Scholars & Influencers
1. Who are the most critical theorists?
2. What seminal works define the field?

[bookmark: _j4llvulsqtj1]8. Major Findings or Theoretical Contributions
1. What has this branch contributed to modern linguistics?
2. What breakthroughs came from it?
[bookmark: _9lx9zulvvq9z]9. Contemporary Issues & Debates
1. What are the current research trends?
2. What controversies or challenges exist?
3. What future directions are emerging?
[bookmark: _c6p04p4bns2t]10. Examples
1. Provide concrete examples illustrating theory or methodology.
2. Real language data, case studies, corpora extracts, or sentences.
[bookmark: _4zb20fxrg3ds]11. Cross-Disciplinary Links
1. How does this branch interact with:
a. Psychology?
b. Neuroscience?
c. Sociology?
d. AI/computer science?
e. Anthropology?
f. Translation studies?

[bookmark: _zhxqaexvbbq]13. Critical Evaluation
1. What are the strengths of this field?
2. What are the limitations?
3. What ethical issues arise (if any)?
[bookmark: _bjli6ct1jvyr]14. Future Research Directions
1. What research topics could be pursued next?
2. What innovations could transform this field?

Additional Questions:
[bookmark: _4k0w85mptjzq]1. Historical Linguistics
1. How do sound laws support historical language reconstruction? Provide examples.
2. What are the limitations of the comparative method in reconstructing proto-languages?
3. How did the Indo-European hypothesis shape modern historiography and identity?

[bookmark: _wiudveur3z13]2. Sociolinguistics
1. How do social factors (class, gender, age) impact language variation?
2. Compare language planning vs language policy. 


[bookmark: _rfccs36m7lry]3. Psycholinguistics
1. How does bilingualism influence cognitive flexibility and working memory?
2. Examine models of language comprehension during high emotional stress.
3. What are the cognitive stages of second-language acquisition?
[bookmark: _ps0xktit8k32]
[bookmark: _aiv3zvrw6bvq]4. Neurolinguistics
1. Compare classical (Broca/Wernicke) vs modern (network-based) models of language.
2. Discuss neural correlates of bilingual control and switching.
3. What neural changes are observed in PTSD-affected speech and language?
4. Evaluate ethical issues in neurolinguistic brain-monitoring technologies.

[bookmark: _ofjf0vxb9fd]5. Computational Linguistics
1. Describe how corpora train NLP models. What biases can emerge?
2. Compare rule-based vs machine-learning approaches in language processing.
3. What are the ethical issues of AI language systems in public communication?
4. How can computational linguistics support mental-health interventions?

[bookmark: _alra2p169wa4]6. Applied Linguistics
1. How do modern pedagogical approaches improve second-language learning?
2. Compare English for General Purposes vs English for Specific Purposes (ESP).

[bookmark: _ecdygktq8bf5]7. Mathematical Linguistics
1. What are the strengths and limits of formal grammars in modeling natural language?
2. Explain the connection between automata theory and syntax.
3. Discuss computational complexity in human language processing.
4. Evaluate the Minimalist Program as a formal model.
5. Can mathematical models capture pragmatic and semantic nuance?

[bookmark: _f6h1u4225i4s]8. Cognitive Linguistics
1. Compare traditional vs cognitive views of metaphor.
2. How does language shape emotional processing (e.g., dignity, hope, grief)?
3. Discuss schema theory in cross-cultural communication.
4. How does embodied cognition influence grammar?

[bookmark: _7ahgzulf0kb7]9. Theoretical Linguistics
1. Explain the interface between syntax and semantics.
2. Discuss the relevance of Universal Grammar in modern linguistic theory.
3. Compare generative, functional, and cognitive paradigms.
4. What is the role of typology in theoretical linguistics?
5. Debate whether language is innate or acquired through experience.

[bookmark: _fkeub2enk9wl]10. Comparative Linguistics
1. How do linguists distinguish inheritance from borrowing?
2. How can phylogenetic models refine linguistic family trees?

[bookmark: _uri9ncc3dzb8]11. Anthropological Linguistics
1. Compare linguistic relativism vs universalism.
2. How do rituals, myths, and oral traditions preserve cultural memory?
3. Discuss language loss and revival (examples are welcome).
4. How does narrative shape collective identity in crises?
5. What ethical issues arise in indigenous language documentation?

[bookmark: _gpqfck6eyz59]12. Discourse Analysis
1. Compare narrative and critical discourse perspectives.
2. How does discourse construct national solidarity?

[bookmark: _pihqnp5g7myx]13. Corpus Linguistics
1. What does frequency tell us about language structure and use?
2. Compare corpus-based vs corpus-driven approaches.
3. What methodological issues arise in spoken corpus transcription?
4. How can corpora support clinical linguistics research?

[bookmark: _2cz2buneuq3m]14. Stylistics
1. How do rhetorical devices shape national speeches during a crisis?
2. Discuss cognitive stylistics and empathy in narratives of trauma.

[bookmark: _yyid7xlyazjd]15. Text Linguistics
1. What distinguishes text from discourse?
2. Evaluate Halliday & Hasan's cohesion framework in multilingual texts.
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