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	washing/ cleaning
	

	keeping warm/ cool
	

	entertainment
	

	food/ cooking
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2 Read the text again and answer the questions.

1

s w

In the UK, how did people heat water to
wash their clothes?

How much water did they use for washing
the family's clothes?

How often did people wash themselves?
Why did people in Spain and Turkey live in
‘cave-houses'?

In the Middle East, why did houses have
‘wind towers'?

In Japan, what two kinds of artistic
activities did people do?

How often did Japanese families get together?
What did they do during these family times?
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Washing: A hundred years ago,
washing clothes was much more
difficult and time-consuming because
people didn't have washing machines
In most patts of the UK, for example,
there was no running water and people
washed their clothes in huge tubs of
boiling water. They often collected this
water from a public tap in the village
and then heated it on a wood fire in
the kitchen, To wash all the family’s

clothes, they used about sixty buckets
of water. Keeping clean was not such
a priority as it is now. and most people had a bath only once or
twice a month, also using the tub in the kitchen.
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Keeping cool: Keeping cool was a priority, however — especially
for people living in hot countries. Nowadays, we have air
conditioning to keep our houses cool but then, no modern air
conditioning existed. In some places, like Spain and Turkey,
people lived in houses which were partly caves: large holes cut
in the rock in the side of a mountain. The air in these ‘cave-
houses’ was always cool and pleasant. Other houses often had
high ceilings and large windows. And houses in the Middle East
sometimes had “wind towers’ which helped to keep the air moving
in the house. It was also common in many places to hang wet
washing around the house to cool it down.
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Entertainment: The most popular
entertainment in the home nowadays
involves TVs and computers. In Japan,
for example, young people spend

an average of two and a half hours
watching TV or playing computer

games every day, This is a dramatic

change from a hundred years ago.

Then, Japanese young people often
spent time doing origami (a special
kind of art with paper) or practising
calligraphy (a special kind of artistic
handwriting). It was also traditional
for the whole family to get together

to talk and have tea.
Sometimes these sessions included the

every evenit

children doing performances of music
or drama for the other family members to enjoy.




image9.png
Past simple - positive and negative

Regular Past simple forms end in -ed in the positive form.
But many verbs have an irregular past form (see the list on
page 175).

In the negative form, we use did + the base form of the verb.

I/You/He/She/lthe/Yhey started,

¥
: llVou/HﬂShe/ILlWQ/They won.

l/You/HeIShe/IllWe/They dldn 't

* We use the Past simple to talk about a finished action or state in
the past. It can be something that happened once or many times.
We often say when it happened.

He dled In 1980, (= once)

My father always took me to school when | was young.
(= many times)

We lived in a very small house in those days. (= state)

» For regular verbs, we add -ed (watched, started). But there are
some exceptions.

endsin -e + Iliked the film.
(e.g. like)

 has one syllable double the final
{ andendsinvowel | consonant
{ + one consonant

They stopped
for lunch.

He carried the bags
ll the way home.

double the final | They travelled
consonant  atnight.

ends in consonant | change -y to -ied

i has two syllables
: and ends in one
¢ vowel +-{

+ The past of be is was/were.
We don't use did in the negative form of was/were.

We/Ynu/T hey weren ! (= were nut) lam
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Past simple - questions

When we make questions using regular verbs and irregular verbs
(not be) in the Past simple, when use did + the base form.

Short answers

| Yes, I/you/he/she/it/we/
they did.

No, I/you/he/she/it/we/
hey didn
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3 Work in pairs and discuss. Which of the things in the box do you
use for:

1 washing/cleaning?
2 keeping warm/cool?

3 entertainment/information?
4 food/cooking?

wi-firouter central heating microwave oven  air conditioning
flat screen television computer freezer oven washing machine
dishwasher shower fridge vacuum cleaner
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1a Complete the extracts with the correct past forms of
the verb in brackets.

1 German car company Benz'___ (begin)
producing cars on a large scale in the 1890s. Their
firstcar2______ (be) the '‘Benz Velo' in 1894.
It 3 (not go) very fast — in fact, it
% (have) a top speed of just 20 kilometres
per hour!

2 Bridget Driscoll was the first person to die as a
result of a car. The accident®___ (happen)
on 17th August 1896. She © (walk) into
the path of a car, travelling at just over 6 kilometres
perhour. Thecar’_____ (not stop) — it hit
her and she ®___ (die).

3 [talian engineers®___ (be) the first in the
world to build a motorway. On 21st September
1924, the firstcar ©____ (drive) from Milan
to Varese on the Autostrada A9 — a distance of

about 50 kilometres.
Cutting Edge B1 3d ed, p17
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a2 Work in pairs and discuss. How has life
changed in the last 100 years? Think about
washing, keeping cool and entertainment.
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b Read the text and check your ideas.




