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2 a Do the words and expressions in bold in the
sentences refer to birth, death, marriage, family and
home, career, or study?

1 My son finally completed his doctorate in Public
Health this summer.
2 They've tried to make a go of it, but it's been hard
and they're now having a trial separation.

They had a big falling-out after the reading of the

will because one of them inherited everything.

4 His mum passed away two years ago and he's still

coming to terms withiit.

5 He decided to make a clean break and return to his

native Poland.

6 They moved away because the firm he works for

relocated to a much smaller town.

It was their golden anniversary this year and we

had abig get-together to celebrate.

8 My partner and | finally decided to tie the knot. The
big day is going to be in November,
9 My last child flew the nest last year to go to uni.

10 She arrived five weeks premature, but she's feeding

well and gaining weight.
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b Workin pairs and check your ideas. Discuss whether
the situations in Exercise 2a describe positive or
negative experiences, or both. Explain why.
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Ja Complete the questions with words from Exercise 2a.

€

2
3
4

w

Do you know anyone who's tied the recently?
What s the best age to the nest? Why?
Do you know anyone who's ever lots of money?

Do you know anyone who has a newborn baby? When
didit 7

Do you know anyone who's ever celebrated a golden
wedding ?
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b Workin pairs. Ask and answer the questions in
Exercise 3a.
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Listening
4 7.1 Listen to three conversations. Are the

speakers talking about a friend, family member or
celebrity? What events are discussed?
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Listen again. In which of the conversations (1, 2 or 3)
are each of the following mentioned?
something being delayed

aparty

an argument

apotentially embarrassing situation
saving up

achance meeting

away of avoiding difficulties

an expensive plan

an enormous change
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Work in pairs and discuss whether it is better to:

1 come from areally big family or a small one. Why?

2 work with family members/friends or with people
youfe not close to. Why?

3 have a big expensive wedding or do it cheaply. Why?

have a quiet life or have fame and fortune. Why?
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Grammar

7 a Look at extracts 1-5 from the conversations. Can you
remember what speaker A was commenting on in
each case?

1 A Wowl That must've been nice.
B: Yeah, it was.
2 A That must get awkward.
B: Well, I've developed survival strategies over the
years, you know.
3 A lknow. It mustbe tough ...
B: Yeah.
4 A: Asyousay, itcan'tbe easy.
B: Yeah, no, it doesn't appeal to me.
5 A: That can't have been much fun.
B: I know, right.

Read the grammar box and choose the correct
alternatives.

o

Adding comments using must

and can't

We often use must and can't to comment on what
weare hearing,

A: I can't even remember all their names,

B: That must get awkward.

A: Hopefully, shell stop this time.

B: Well, it can’t be easy.

o Use *must/can't to suggest the idea in our
comment (e.g. get awkward or be easy) is very likely.
* Use 2must/can't to suggest the idea in our
comment is very unlikely.

 To comment on the present, use mustor can't+
infinitive without to.

« To comment on the past, use mustor can't + have
+ past participle.

* We 3generally/don't usually respond to these comments
asiif they were questions.

* We 4generally/don't usually repeat the modal verb in the
comment; we say something about the real situation.
A: That must have been nice.

B: Yes, it was.
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8a o 7.2 Listen to the comments. Notice that we often
don't hear the /t/in mustand can't.

1 Youmust find that quite tough.

2 Thatmust get pretty dull on occasion.

3 Thatmustve been fascinating.

4 Iguess that can't be avoided.

5 Youcan't be very happy about that.

6 Thatcan'thave been an easy decision to make.

b Listen again and repeat.
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Complete the conversations by adding one to four
words in each gap.
1 A:Mygrandparents had a big get-together to celebrate
their golden wedding anniversary.
B: Ohrreally? That must've been nice.
A Yeah, it A alovely time,
2 A: My firm relocated last year, so now | have to commute
two hours each way to work.
8: Seriously? much fun for you.
Alt .I'm exhausted!
3 A: Mykids have all flown the nest now.
B abitweird.
A: Well, can
slowly getting used to it.
4 A: He was working full time and doing a doctorate.
B: Seriously? easy for him.
A:No,| .1think he found it a real struggle.
5 A: The baby was six weeks premature.
8: Gosh! That's quite early. You
mixture of emotions.

sometimes, yeah, but fm

through quite a

Al . I was very happy when she arrived, but
really anxious, too. Anyway, everythings fine now.

8 arelief.

A . Wefre really enjoying getting to know her.
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10

Work in pairs. Have conversations like the ones in
Exercise 9. Take turns to start, using sentences 1-4.

1 Idecided to make a clean break of things and start again.
2 She'shad a baby boy. He was born last Friday.

3 Iget to travel quite alot for work.

4 My sister works in a big bank dealing with investments,
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Speaking

PREPARE

11a Think about six positive and/or negative pieces of
news to talk about that have happened to you, people
youknow, or celebritiesin the past year.

o

Decide how you are going to introduce each piece of
news. Use the Useful phrases to help you.

Useful

Hey. Did | tell you about....?

I'mnot sure if I've told you or not, but ...

I don't know if you know, but ...

Did you hear what happened with...?

Did you see that thing (in the paper) about .7

SPEAK

12 Talkto different students and share your news. Try to
continue the conversations.
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Vocabulary

1

Work in groups. Look at the pictures and discuss the
questions.

1 What life events do the pictures show? What other
important life events can you think of?

What usually happens at each of these kinds of events
in your country?

Which events have you been to recently?

N
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