DEMO
materials taken from Roadmap B2 p.102-
What is the difference between travel and tourism?
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Design an eco-friendly travel itinerary for a specific destination.
Create a presentation on cultural learning opportunities.
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INSIDE ANTARGTICA

Reporter Pilita Clark spent 13 days on Rothera, one of
approximately 100 research stations in Antarctica, Earth's
southernmost continent. The research stations are home to
approximately 4,000 scientists. Antarctica is the only continent
with no indigenous people. It is twice the size of Australia and
is the coldest, wildest and least hospitable continent on Earth.
If the massive ice sheet that covers Antarctica ever melted, it
would raise sea levels by 60 metres. And Antarctica has started
changing rapidly.
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2 Readtherestof the article and have a reading
race. How quickly can you find 1-10?
1 the number of tourists who visit Antarctica every
year
2 when Rothera was built
the number of people who work in Rothera in
winter
how a station worker died
how often you should eat when in Rothera
when the first person saw Antarctica
the average temperature in winter
why a doctor burnt down the research station in
1983
9 how old Jess Walkup is
10 her previous job

w

0N un S




image9.png
People regularly confuse Antarctica with the Arctic, which is
an ocean surrounded by land with a permanent population
of about four million. Antarctica is a continent surrounded by
water and a shifting population that can rise to about 10,000 in
summer and that falls to some 1,000 in winter. It is visited by
more than 35,000 tourists each year (many of whom never get
off their boat). Until this century, there was more known about
the shape of ice on Mars than Antarctica.

Rothera consists of a cluster of pale green buildings surrounded
by glittering icebergs. The station was established in 1975 and
is one of more than 100 research facilities in Antarctica. Rothera
has a population of about 100 in the southern summer. This falls
to just over 20 through the dark winter, when a skeleton crew
keeps the base functioning.

The highest point in Rothera is marked with a cross surrounded
by plaques in memory of those who have died there over the
years. The pilots killed in an air crash. The station worker who
got lost in bad weather. And the scientists who set off over sea
ice to see a penguin colony and never came back.

When we arrived, we were given information on how to live -
and survive - in Rothera: what to wear (more than you think),
when to eat (up to five times a day in the canteen), where to
sleep (with strangers in rooms with a double bunk) and how
to check in and out of each building so everyone could be
constantly accounted for.
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Scientists have been eager to study Antarctica since the 1820s,
when explorers were the first people to see the last undiscovered
continent on Earth. The memoirs of early researchers show the
difficulties of working in a place where average temperatures
can plunge below -60°C in winter; winds reach hurricane
strength and about 98 percent of the land is covered in ice up
to 4.8 km thick.

In 1911 the zoologist Apsley Cherry-Garrard wrote of ‘the
horror’ of trekking more than 100 km through blinding winter
blizzards in the dark to collect penguin eggs. His chattering teeth
shattered in the bitter cold. ‘Anyone would be a fool who went
again,’ wrote Cherry-Garrard. Tt is not possible to describe it."
Advances in everything from waterproof clothing to satellite
phones mean today’s scientists work in more comfort, up to
a point. Working at an Antarctic station is not for the faint-
hearted, especially in winter, when the icy darkness can make
rescue impossible and the isolation can make people go mad.
Historians say that in the 1960s, a scientist killed a colleague for
cheating at chess, while a doctor at an Argentine base burnt the
station down in 1983 to force a return home.

Jess Walkup, a cheerful 31-year-old with a PhD in evolutionary
ecology, will lead the Rothera base this winter. She previously
ran the UK's Halley station in Antarctica.

‘They say it's the easiest job in the world if nothing goes wrong,"
she told me.
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Read the article again and answer the questions.

1 Apart from the number, how are the populations of
Antarctica and the Arctic different?

2 How many places like Rothera are there in Antarctica?

How are people who died in Rothera remembered?

4 Why do people have to check in and out of each
building in Rothera?

5 How do we know how difficult life was for researchers
in the 18th century?

6 Why did Apsley Cherry-Garrard go to Antarctica?

7 What do people find difficult about living in Rothera in
winter?
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Understanding the writer's purpose

Writers usually have a purpose in mind when they write

atext. It could be, for example, to inform, to entertain, to

convince, to update or to start a debate.

By analysing a text and asking questions, you can decide

what the writer’s purpose is. For example:

1 Does the text have a lot of facts or is it mostly
opinion?

2 Does the text include jokes and humour or is it more
serious?

3 Does the text use simple vocabulary or more
advanced vocabulary?

4 s the text subjective (from the author’s point of view)
or objective (from a neutral point of view)?

5 Does the text give a range of views or just one
person’s view?

These questions help you decide if the text is of interest

to you.
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5 Read the two texts. What do you think the writer's
purpose is? Work in pairs and compare your answers.

1

As soon as Id finished putting up my tent, | sat down next
to the campfire and tried to warm up. Every part of my body
was cold and wet and all | wanted to do was go home.

‘This is great, isn't it? said the guy sitting next to me. He
looked ridiculously happy and | had no idea why.
‘Absolutely,’ | said. ‘It's wonderful. | really hoped he couldn't
tell that | was lying through my teeth.

'l just love the great outdoors, the smell of the forest, the
fresh air, he continued. And you'll sleep really well tonight, in
anice, warm sleeping bag.’

It was exactly at that moment that | realised I'd forgotten to
bring my sleeping bag.
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2

The Sahara Desert covers much of North Africa. At over nine
million square kilometres, it is the third largest desert in the
world, after Antarctica and the Arctic. Contrary to popular
belief, very little of the Sahara is made up of sand dunes.
Instead the Sahara mostly consists of hard, rocky areas of
land, where the sand has been blown away and very little
grows.
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6  Workin pairs. What kind of text do you prefer to read
in these situations? Explain your answers.
* on holiday
* onamobile phone
* inanother language
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7 Imagine you have the opportunity to spend a year
in Rothera doing research. You would be well paid.
Would you take the job? Why/Why not?
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1 a What do you know about Antarctica? Answer the
questions.
1 Whereisit?
2 How big is it, compared to Australia?
3 Wholives there?
4 Do you think you could live there?
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b Read the first paragraph of the article and check
your answers.




