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Check your answers:
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taken from: https://www.cbd.int/idb/2009/about/examples
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Discussion
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materials taken from SpeakOut B2+ p.59
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What are Invasive Alien Species?

Invasive alien species are plants, animals, pathogens and other organisms that are non-native to an ecosystem, and which
may cause economic or environmental harm or adversely affect human health. In particular, they impact adversely upon
biodiversity, including decline or elimination of native species - through competition, predation, or transmission of
pathogens - and the disruption of local ecosystems and ecosystem functions.

Invasive alien species, introduced and/or spread outside their natural habitats, have affected native biodiversity in almost
every ecosystem type on earth and are one of the greatest threats to biodiversity. Since the 17th century, invasive alien
species have contributed to nearly 40% of all animal extinctions for which the cause s known (CBD, 2006).

The problem continues to grow at great socio-economic, health and ecological cost around the world. Invasive alien
species exacerbate poverty and threaten development through their impact on agriculture, forestry, fisheries and natural
systems, which are an important basis of peoples’ livelihoods in developing countries. This damage is aggravated by
climate change, pollution, habitat loss and human-induced disturbance.
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B Read the article and check your ideas.
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What leads to extinction?

Animals in the wild have a huge capacity to adapt
to change, but sometimes this isn't enough. Around
the world, thousands of species of animals are now
endangered and hundreds have become extinct.
Both natural and man-made factors can lead to the
decline of a species. These are the main ones.

Destruction of habitat

Loss of habitat can occur due to natural disasters,
human activities or climate change. In some

parts of the world, a whole ecosystem such as a
rainforest may be in danger of being lost. Loss of
habitat can result not only in harm to species living
in an area, but can also interfere with the migration
of species that travel through an area.
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Pollution

Environmentalists have long warned about toxic
chemicals in air, water or on land. Even if the
substances don't kill animals outright, they can
interfere with reproduction, leading to a gradual
decline in numbers. The build-up of chemicals

in the environment is dangerous even to large
predators, as they feed on smaller animals which
have accumulated chemicals in their bodies.

Human activities

The direct killing of animals by humans can be a
problem, for example when animals are seen as
game and hunted for sport. Sometimes animals’
instincts can also unwittingly bring them into
conflict with humans and lead to injury or death.
For example, grazing animals may stray onto
agricultural land in search of food and risk being
shot by local farmers. The poaching of animals is a
concern for some species such as elephants - large
numbers of these creatures are killed illegally each
year for their tusks. Human activities may also have
indirect consequences for animal life. Tourists love
seeing large animals in their natural environment,
but if tourism is not properly regulated, it can have
a negative effect on wildlife. Responsible tourism
involves working with conservationists to prevent
too much disturbance to animals, for example
during the breeding season.




image9.png
€ Match the words in bold in the article with the
meanings (1-8).

natural tendencies that make animals behave in

particular ways

people who are concerned about protecting
animals and the natural world (x 2)

killing animals in a way that is against the law
when animals produce young (x 2)

when animals travel long distances as part of their
normal way of life

animals that are killed for sport
animals that kill and eat other animals for food

all the animals and plants that live in a particular
habitat
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Complete the quiz questions with the correct form
of words from Ex 1C.

Can you think of ...

1
2
3
4
5
6

awhole that is in danger?

three animals that are and kill other
animals for food?

an animals that is treated as and hunted
in your country?

a well-known who campaigns to protect
animals in the wild?

a bird or animal that passes through your
country as part of its annual ?

a typical animal behaviour that is the result

of their ?
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1 A Complete the table with the words in the box.

breed conserve conservation instinctive environment
environmental migrate migratory poach poacher
preyon predatory reproduce reproductive

Noun (an activity Adjective Noun (a e

or quality) or animal)

! poaching :

s reproduction | ¢

B migration B migrant,

immigrant

i breeding breeder

= : conservationist
9 " environmentalist
instinct 'z

B B predator, prey
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B Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words
in brackets.
1 Plastics should be banned because they cause a lot of
damage. (environment)
2 To protect animals, itis important to understand their
habits. (reproduce)
3 Climate change is making it difficult for some animals to

. (migration)

4 Some animals seem to have an fear of water. (instinct)

5 Farmers sometimes kill animals or birds that young
farm animals. (predator)

6 Some endangered animals can be in captivity and
then returned to the wild. (breeding)

7 of endangered animals should be punished severely.
(poach)

8 Humans have a duty to the natural world around

them. (conservation)
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2. Biodiversity
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1 A Workiin groups. What reasons can you think of why
animals become endangered or extinct?
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Reasons for Species Endangerment

145%

Invasive Alien Species

‘Habitat Loss

‘Habitat Degradation

Source: WWE





