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Materials taken from Focus 4 p.p 40-47
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4 Josh

* quaint little backstreets

* leafy neighbourhoods

* a run-down, inner-city area

with lots going on
* a young, multi-cultural
population
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In pairs, discuss the five most important things for you
in a city. Choose from the things in Exercise 3 or add
your own ideas.
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Read The Youthful Cities Index. In pairs, decide which
city is most suitable for you and explain why.
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The Youthful

CITIES INDEX

The Youthful Cities Index have ranked the biggest cities

in the world according to how _ they are.

*Youth' is defined as people aged fifteen to twenty-nine and
over 1,500 participants from around the world helped
to compile the list.
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Toronto
In first place is Canada’s largest city, with a population
of 2.7 million. The city’s most famous landmark is the CN
Tower, which, at 553 metres tall, is one of the world's tallest
buildings. In Toronto there’s a large student population who
10 benefit from the vibrant nightlife. Toronto prides itself on its
wide range of cultures, languages, food and arts. Almost half
of its population are immigrants, so you can find world-class
restaurants serving mouth-watering food from every country
you can think of. Public transport is great, with a reliable
15 network of buses, streetcars (trams) and underground.
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20

Berlin
Berlin could be the coolest city in the world! People
are open-minded and easy-going, and Berliners welcome

visitors with open arms. The city boasts an incredible arts and
music scene — the nightlife starts late and never ends. There
are hundreds of nightclubs, packed with partygoers every
night of the week. Nightlife is affordable, as is accommodation
and transport. The city is flat and easy to get around by bike.
But there is also a state-of-the-art public transport system.
Berlin is steeped in history, and the historical heart of the
city is the area called Mitte. Most of the main sights are
within walking distance of the centre. Finally, Berlin's
best kept secrets are the beautiful lakes, canals and parks.
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New York
Located at the mouth of the Hudson River, there is no
place like New York with its iconic skyline. There’s a first-
30 class music scene: hip-hop was invented here! There is a huge
number of theatres: more than 400 in total. In summer, this
cosmopolitan city is full of free cultural activities like public
art installations, museum nights and live music. The bustling
city of New York is renowned for its traffic jams, but unlike
35 other cities where the subway closes at night, the NY subway
runs twenty-four hours a day. New York isn’t the cheapest
place to live, but this is offset by high salaries and good youth
employment.
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Complete the questions with prepositions. Then read
the text again and answer the questions.

1 What do Toronto students benefit ___ ?

2 What does Toronto pride itself __ 2

3 What sort of people are Berlin nightclubs packed _____ ?
4 What is Berlinsteeped 7

5 What problem is New York renowned _____ ?

6 What are New York’s living costs offset ?
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1 is my local city’s best kept secret.
2 The most famous landmark in my area is

3 has a very reliable network of
4 is within walking distance of this school.
5 is easy to get around by bike.

6 The most youth-friendly city in my country is .
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Match photos A-C with descriptions 1-3. Use the photo captions
to complete the texts.
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Inthe _—___ of the future all appliances will be
connected through wireless networking systems. The house and
car would use power that is collected through solar panels and
stored.
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—— isahousing development where each
household has a self-contained house or flat. People have
the opportunity to eat together and meet regularly in a large
communal house.
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_J: The is designed to be twenty-five storeys
high. If the concept became reality, it would feature a casino, an art
gallery, a park, a shopping centre and accommodation for 50,000
people. It would cost $10 billion to build.
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In pairs, discuss which place in Exercise 1 you would most/least
like to live in. Give reasons for your answers.
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3

| cD-1.46 IIEREY
photos (A-C).

A

Listen and match the extracts (1-3) with the

B

C
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m Listen again and choose the correct
answer, A, B or C.
1 Which statement is an opinion and NOT a fact?
A Over a third of British people don't know their neighbours.
B In Denmark a small percentage of the population live in
co-housing developments.
C The neighbourly relations at Springhill will be
100 percent better.
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2 The speakers think that the Freedom Ship project is
A unlikely to happen.
B not big enough for 50,000 people.
C a good investment opportunity.
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3 Choose the most appropriate headline for this news report.
A Smart homes mean less shopping
B Smart homes save time and money
C Smart homes need smartphones
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Complete the collocations from the recording
with the adjectives in the box. Then complete
the sentences to make them true for you.

domestic household housing
multi-storey residential second
self-contained tower

1 My least favourite ___ choreis ...

2 Thenearest____ carparkis ...

3 The one _—_ appliance | couldn't live
without is ...

4 Thenewest ___ developmentin my
neighbourhood is ...

5 The tallest block in my city is ...

6 The___ areal'dmostlike to liveiniis ...

7 I'dlove to have a homeiin ...

8 I'd prefer to live in a small it than ...
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In pairs, put these factors in order of
importance when looking for a flat to share
with friends.

decoration/furniture location
rent ] size[ | security[ | privacy[ ]
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3 [EEEEVP353) Listen to a conversation
between two friends who are looking for
a fht to share. Which two factors from
Exercise 1 are not mentioned?




image26.png
4 [EEEE]VP3-53] Read the SPEAKING FOCUS
and complete the conversation with one word
in each gap. Then listen again and check.

Zoe:

Amy:

| can't believe we've both been accepted
into the same university!

: Isn'tit great? I'm so excited! And we'll be

living together.
Iknow. | can’t wait!

: What do you think '__ living in halls

of residence? To be honest, I'm not sure.
No, me neither. Do you know Jay?

: Yep, why?
: Well, his brother studies there and he

says the halls are really old and noisy.
Maybe we ought to just look for a place
of our own.

You're2______ right

Zoe: The question is, do we want to share

Amy:

Amy:

with other people? It would probably
be cheaper.
Well, yeah, but3 _____ it be better to
get our own place? Obviously, it depends
how much it costs, but if we could find
the right flat at the right price, | think
I'd prefer not to share.
| know what you mean, but I'm not *,
we'll be able to afford it. Why don’t we

s half way and look for shared

accommodation, but in a place where we
could have our own rooms?

: | suppose that could é. That

way we might even be able to afford
something near the university. Given the
choice, I'd”. be within walking or
cycling distance. And you?

: Totally. | don't even mind if it's a small

room as long as it's close to the campus.
That's ® then. So, let's have a look
online and see what we can find.
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SPEAKING FOCUS &

Suggesting a course of action

What do you think about (+ -ing)?

Maybe we ought to (just) ..

What would you say if we (+ Past Simple)?

Given the choice, I'd rather ... And you?

Objecting

No way!/Absolutely not!/You must be joking! (informal)

Fair? | think it's completely unfair.

(Well, yeah, but) wouldn't it be better to ... ?

| know/see what you mean/what you're saying, but ..

I'm not convinced (we'll be able to afford it/that's a good idea/
that'll work).

Compromising

If you agree to (pay more), I'll (take the smaller room).

We could (split the cost/go halves/share).

Why don’t we compromise/meet half way (and agree that ...)?

| guess so./I suppose that could work.

OK, that seems like a fair compromise.

Agreeing

True /Right /Absolutely./Totally.  You're absolutely right.

| fully/completely agree. OK, that’s settled then.
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Three teenagers are going to share a flat. Here are some possible
rules that could make sharing a flat easier. Look at each rule

and decide if you think it's a good or bad idea. Note down your
opinion about each rule (with reasons). Then think of one more
rule of your own.

1 We need to have a plan for cleaning the flat every week. We
should write down exactly who is doing what and when.

2 We need to have a cooking rota so that we all cook for the others
on different days.

3 We should have a rule about noise! Like, after a certain time we
should keep our noise down so others can sleep or work.

4 Parties! We can have parties but we need to tell the others and
always invite them!

5 The bathroom - we need a timetable for who uses the shower and
bathroom at different times in the morning.

6 We all need to give the same money to decorate the living room
and choose the colours and do the work on it together.

7 We DON'T eat our flatmates’ food in the fridge or use their things
without asking.
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6 In pairs, compare your ideas from Exercise 5 and then decide
whose extra rule is better. When you disagree, try to reach a
compromise. Then look at all the rules again and choose the two

best ones.
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1 Lisa

* open spaces and cheap
sports facilities

« great nightlife

« affordable things to do
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2 Gudrun

« street art and fashion

* expensive designer shops
 cheap public transport

« safe cycle lanes
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3 Liang
* gleaming skyscrapers
* clean air

* job opportunities
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[EEEET viP3-20] Listen to four teenagers talking about what makes
a city a good place for young people. Which things are important
to them?




