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2 A Work in pairs. Match sentences 1-5 with the
opposite meanings a)-e).
1 | get on well with my neighbour - we always
say ‘hello’ and have a chat.
| prefer to mind my own business so | don't ask
the neighbours personal questions.
| sometimes invite my neighbour over for coffee.
My neighbour’s dog is a nuisance - he’s always
barking early in the morning.

~

~w

5 We didn't get to know our neighbours for years.

a) My neighbour has pets but they never
disturb me.

b) My neighbour gets on my nerves - he's always
complaining.

©) We made friends with our neighbours
immediately.

d) | like to keep myself to myself so my neighbour
hasn’t been in my house.

€) | can be quite nosy so | often ask my neighbours
about their lives.
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B Which sentences are true for you? Tell other
students.
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3 A Read the paragraph about neighbours. Are you
surprised by any of the information? Why?/Why

(a) A study says that 24 percent of Americans
know most of their neighbours’ names. (b) The.
study was conducted by a group called Pew
Research, and (c) a reporter called Aaron Smith
wrote a well-known report on the study. It turns
out that (d) parents are more likely to speak to
neighbours than non-parents, and (e) the most
common way to interact with neighbours is
face-to-face. The results of the study are very
different to figures in (f) England.
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== CtT AND THE BIZARR :

ome people just get lucky. There were the neighbourhood

friends in the USA who turned out to be a long-lost brother

and sister. There was the man whose house caught fire and

who was saved by his neighbour, who scaled a wall, climbed
through a window and beat off smoke to reach the victim. And there
are all those tales of people who rescue their neighbour's cat, fight
off burglars, or do the shopping for their elderly neighbours

But there are plenty of bad neighbours, too: people who refuse to
repair broken fences, let their cigarette smoke drilt into your kitchen,
or knock on your door to tell you there’s a strange car parked outside
(prabably your guest's) or to remind you to mow the lawn

In life’s lottery, you can only hope you get the Good Guys moving in
next door. Here are a few of your stories: the good, the bad and the
strange neighbours you've had.

My neighbour keeps his yard full of action figures. He has so many that they cover
the grass. He's in his fifties, so | find it very odd, but he’s always cheerful and
happy so we have no complaints. Mary Perlmutter

1 was expecting a problem with my neighbour because | have a tree with branches

that hang over their fence. One day they knocked on the door and gave me a huge
apple pie that they'd baked. Then they said, “This is made from the apples on your
treel We hope you enjoy it.” We've been friends ever since. Max24

My neighbour has a steam engine in his garden. | think he was a historian or
something like that. He keeps it in excellent condition and lets the local kids play
onit. RGH

My upstairs neighbours hang their washing from the windows of their flat. The
clothes drip down onto our washing because we live below them. So one day
the mother came down and suggested that we do our washing on Mondays and
Thursdays and she does hers on Wednesdays and Saturdays. We tried it and it
worked perfectly! Paulina

My downstairs neighbours have lots of parties during weekends. I'm half-deaf but
even | can hear the noise. | complained once, so they invited me in. | refused. I'm
eighty-three. At my age | can't dance like | used to, Vince
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QUANTIFIERS

7 A Read sentences a)-f) from the
text. Circle the words that describe
quantity.

a) My downstairs neighbours have
(ots oPparties.

b) But there are plenty of bad
neighbours too.

) Here are a few of your stories.

d) We have no complaints.

€) There are all those tales of people
who rescue their neighbour’s cat.

) He has so many that they cover the
grass.
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B Of the words you circled in

Exercise 7A, which of them

1 ... mean alarge number/amount?

2 ... mean a small number/amount?

3 ... means none?

4 ... two quantifiers can only be used
with countable nouns (things we
can count)?
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8 Circle the correct alternatives.

How to be a good neighbour

If someone moves in next door,
introduce yourself. If they're new

to the area, theyll probably have
‘alittle/a lot of questions, e.g. how
*much/many times per week the
rubbish is collected. Get to know

them and give them %a bit/plenty of
information about yourself. If you do
“all of /a lot of gardening or if your kids
sometimes make too *much/many
noise, let them know. Some families
have “several/plenty pets. Dogs can be
noisy, and cats sometimes wander into
neighbours’ gardens or homes. If it
happens only 7a few/little times, that's
OK, but if it happens ®a lot/much, it's
a problem. People who say they never
have *much/many trouble with their

| neighbours are usually good

communicators. It's easy: tell them
about community news and events.
‘Tell them beforehand about your
parties. Or, better still, invite them!
If they're partying with you, will
they complain about the noise?
““None!/No!
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B Do you agree with the advice?
What else makes a good neighbour?
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9 A Work in pairs. What features where you live do
you like/dislike? Use the photos below to help you.
Make notes about the following:

+ things you like

a beautiful city centre with lots of trees and parks
« things that are nice but not essential

a good local supermarket

« things you hate

graffiti on the buildings
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B Think about your neighbourhood. What would
make it:

« more beautiful?

«+ better for your health?

« more interesting?

« safer?

« more of a community?

I'd really like to see a good shopping mall, where people
can meet.

My neighbourhood would be healthier if there was less
traffic congestion in the mornings.

C Compare your ideas in groups.
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40 A Read sentences 1-4 about local features. Find
and underline a compound noun in each sentence.
1 Ilive next to the main road, so it's a bit noisy.

2 There's a wonderful bookshop near where | live.

3 There's alovely public swimming pool by my
house, and it’s free for children.

4 Where | live is good for window shopping but too
expensive to buy anything!

B Match the compound nouns in Exercise 10A with

patterns a)-d) below.

a) noun + noun ¢) verb + noun

b) adjective + noun d) noun + verb
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isking for advice

question | answer

Is it OKiif | (do this)? Yes, of course./No, youd better
What should we do (in this | not. It's considered a bit rude.
situation)? | If 1 were you, Id ...

Do | need to (bring a dish)? | Yes, you should/No, it's not

Did | do something wrong? | necessary.

Is this a bad time? | can come | No, of course not./It's OK. We can
back later. | sort it out/Don't worry about it

‘ Can you come back in ten
| minutes?/Not at all. It's fine.

apologising
Sorry about that. | didn't know ....
My apologies. | didn't realise
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A Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.

1 When was the last time you were a guest? What was the
situation?

2 When was the last time you had a guest? Was he or she a good
guest? Why?/Why not?
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GETTING ON

1 Workin pairs and discuss.

1 Do you know your neighbours? How well do you
know them?

2 Do you have a good relationship with them? Why?




