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Work in pairs and discuss the questions.
Can you think of one more benefit and disadvantage of online marketplaces?

Do you think that websites like PeoplePerHour are changing the way companies
employ people?
Do you know anyone who sells products or gets freelance work via online marketplaces?
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By Sarah O’Connor

Alibaba is used by hundreds of
millions of people around the world.
Thanks to e-commerce sites like
this anyone can be an import—export
‘magnate* without leaving the sofa.
Thanks to Airbnb, anyone can be
a hotel manager. Today there is a
growing number of ‘sofapreneurs’
making money from websites like
Alibaba, eBay and Airbnb, and many
of them are not even doing it full time.
Freelancer sites like PeoplePerHour
say many of their users are office staff
who log on after work.

It is estimated that one percent of
U.S. adults earn money from these
websites. JPMorgan Chase says of
this group that most of them rely on
the sites for less than a quarter of their

*rich and powerful person in business

3

3

Who wants to be a sofapreneur?

income. Still, that is valuable in a world
of weak economic growth, low wages
and insecure employment. In some
cases, these sites are giving people
who might have difficulties doing a
traditional job a way to earn money,
for instance because of health reasons
or caring responsibilities. They can
also offer lower prices to consumers.
However, governments will have
to make sure sofapreneurs cannot
compete unfairly with other small
businesses by simply avoiding tax.
One of the biggest benefits is
the hardest to measure. Many of the
people I've interviewed who sell
products on these sites say that it gives
them a sense of satisfaction they do
not have in their day jobs. Last year L

4

spoke to Einar Parker, who spent his
days working on the production line
ata car seat factory. He began making
jewellery in his spare time and set
up his own shop on Etsy. The site
was started twelve years ago to sell
homemade goods. “You don’t think a
lot when you're on an assembly line,
but I've got something to think of,
coming up with ideas,’ he explained.
“That is my escape.” Sofapreneurship
seems to be making people a little
richer and a little happier, and that is
1o bad thing.
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Global markets: Word building

2 Choose the correct option in italics.

1 The Mini s definitely my favourite car ever! | prefer / preferable it to all the others on
the market.

The Mini s produced / product in the UK and the Netherlands
Somany other cars are standard / standardise these days but my Miniis unique.
When | was ordering i, | could choose all my preferable / preferences online.

o woN

In fact, there are so many options for the customisation / customisable of a Mini that
they say there are 10 million different combinations!

6 Itsreally adaptation / adaptable, too, so | can use it to go to work, pick up the
children or go on holiday.

2 Complete the text using the correct form of the words in the box.

appeal consume customise grow produce specialise target

A unique car — for everyone

One of the most * cars in the world, the Mini, is loved by

: everywhere. The main * plant is in Oxford, UK

where around 170,000 cars are made. Since 2001, over 3,000,000 have
left the factory and most of them are * for the person buying it
The Oxford plant ® in robotics with over 1,000 robots working on
the production line. The °.

} BMW, is now making the car in the Netherlands as well, and lhey are using

|

in sales means that the parent company,

innovative advertising to”________ even more potential new customers.
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1 workin pairs. Look at the logos and discuss the questions.
1 What type of sites are they? Match each site with a description.

a isa global online auction and shopping site for individuals and small businesses.
b is China’s biggest e-commerce and shopping website.

c is an online food delivery service

d started as an online , it’s now the largest online retailer in the USA.

2 How can an individual earn money using e-commerce websites and apps?
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Reading 2 Read the article quickly. How many internet sites are mentioned?
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3 Read the headline and the article again and answer the questions.
1 Whatis a‘sofapreneur’? Someone who ...

a earns money online while working from home.

b spendsa lot of time sitting on his/her sofa.

¢ runs an online business which sells furniture.

What two employment statistics are mentioned from the USA?

Which two groups have difficulties doing traditional jobs?

What is the risk to other small businesses from sofapreneurs?

What does the writer think governments must do? Why?

How does Einar Parker feel about his full-time job?

Why does he enjoy his jewellery business?

Is the writer in general positive or negative about sofapreneurs?
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