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9A Student A: Complete the article using the Past Simple or Past Continuous form
of the verbs in brackets. Student B: Turn to page 127,

How it started

Alrbribs co-founders Joe Gebbia and Brian Chesky, were
friends from design school in New York. In 2007, they

: (share) an apartment n San Francisco, They

£ (both/Iook) or work and having hard time
paying their rent. When they . (hear)a design
conference was coming to San Francisco, and the city hotels
were fully booked, they * (decide) to offer their
flatas cheap accommodation to paricpants. They quickly
designed a simple website and soon * (find)
three paying guests who slept on airbeds on their Iving-room
floor. They even cooked their guests breakfast and that's where

the Airbinb name came from, They charged $80 each a night.

Asthey*. (wave) thei guests goodbye, they

thought they had a new business concept - the dea of a

sharing economy.

1 the summer of 2008 they had 800 istngs but th site:

’ (not make) any money: o they *

(y)to New York, the city where they had the most customers,

tofind out what problems people * (have) with

the service. They found that many of ther lsting photos

were poor quality, so they reted a professional camera and
(take) photos of people’s apartments. Today,

Aitbnb has hosted over 35 million guests in 34,000 towns and

cities around the world.
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Underline the correct word or phrase in each sentence.

) While I washed/vas washing my hair, the phone rang/ringed.

b) How did you felt/did you feel yesterday afternoon?

©) When I got/was getting home I received/was receiving a phone call

d) Last summer | was going swimming/went swimming every weekend.

) When the dog bit/was biting Laura’s leg, she screamed/was screaming.

f) We sang/sung some songs and then ate/eat some sandwiches.

8) When you fell/felt over the cliff, what happened/was happening next?

h) While Mary washed-up/was washing-up, she broke/was breaking a cup.

i) 1didn’t see/saw where the bus stop was, so | was missing/missed the bus.

i) What did you do/were you doing when 1 phoned/was phoning you last night?
There was no reply.

Rewrite each sentence according to the instructions given.

L didw't enjoy. the concert.

a) 1 enjoyed the concert. (negative)

b) You ate all the bread. (question)
©) Did John spend a lot? (affirmative)

d) 1 felt well yesterday. (negative)

€ Anna didn’t buy a car. (affirmative)

) They won the prize. (question)

) Paul doesn’t speak Greek. (affirmative) ..
h) 1 paid all the bills. (negative) .

Complete each sentence with a suitable time expression from the box. You can
use an expression more than once.

) A burglar broke into the house ..
b)

we were watching television.

. Imet an old friend of mine in the city centre.
©) What were you doing ... the police officer knocked on the door?
d) Jan met Sarah half-past eight outside the cinema.

) Dick was preparing lunch, he cut his finger badly.

f) 1 first came to this town more than twenty years ..
he met Sally.
1992.

8) Jeff was studying to be a doctor .

h) Tony bought his first motorbike ...
) ... did you start playing basketball?
j) Most of the young people left this village a long time ...

13
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Nriting LOA Choose atitle from the box and write a short story. Use the example story and
notes on page 127 to help you. Write 120-150 words.

[ Amemorable day atwork/university What a stressful day at work
That was 3 nightmare journey/meeting  The holday o a fetime

B Workin pairs. Tell each other your story, then ask questions to find out more.
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atabout nine oclock we were.
ust watching TV when suddenly
| @ the cecticty went au.
While | was sitting inthe dark,
| thought we realy must do
something about thi.
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Past Simple and Past Continuous

7A

Lookat the phrases from Mark's post. What is the tense of the verbs in bold?
How do we form these tenses?

B Complete the sentences with Past Simple or Past Continuous.

We use the o give some background detals to the mainstory for example,
describing the weather a the time.

We use the foran action n the past that was interrupted. It also describes
actions or events in progress at a specific moment n the pas.

We use the. forshorter,finshed actions or events, which caninterrupt a longer
stuation or action in progress. Wealso useit with a series of short, completed actions.

We often use when before the and while before the
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# to talk about the lives of people who are no longer |
alive.

Marilyn Monroe
starred in a number
of successful films.

The past simple Is used with the following time
expressions: yesterday, last night/week/month/
year/Monday, etc., two days/weeks/months, etc.
ago, then, when, How long ago...?, in 1992/1845, etc.

@

Look at Appendix 1. Write the past
simple of the verbs In the list in the
correct box.

bake, fry, stay, stop, complete, try, hire, rub,
travel, cry, pray, play, promise, refer, tidy, destroy

Nod baked
double consonant stopped
+ed

consonant + Y — ied fried
vowel +y + ed stayed

Look at Appendix 1. Write the past
simple of the verbs in the box, then read
them out.

@

land, book, dive, attach, present, start, jump,
crash, need, look, prefer, attract, kiss, arrange,
water, clean, protest, pretend

™ landed
(after /t/,/d /)

It/ booked
(after /k/,/s/, 14/,
ARNATALY)]

/d/ dived

# to describe the atmosphere, the setting, etc. in
the introduction to a s(ory before we describe the
main events.

Todd and Emily
were riding through
the forest. The sun
was shining and the
birds were singing.

The past continuous is used with the following
time expressions: when, while, as, all day/night/
‘morning, etc.

First, fill In the table. Then choose five
verbs and make sentences using the
past simple.

Infinitive Past Participle

T

Put the verbs in brackets into the past
simple or the past continuous.

@

She 1) ...was lylng... (lie) in bed when she 2) ..
(hear) a sudden noise. She 3)
her eyes in horror. Someone 4)
downstairs window; they 5)
into her house. She 6)
of bed and 7)

(open)
.. (open) a
(try) to get
. (climb) slowly out
(creep) to the door. She
(stand) very still and listening carefully
. (see) a light downstairs.
(move) about as if someone
. (hold) a torch and searching for
... (know) that they
.(look) !or her.

somethmg She 12)
13) ..

19
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in alics to complete the sentences.
She was studying / studied T when she started / was starting her first business.

He told / was telling me he wanted to quit his job while we had / were having lunch.
While | presented / was presenting the slides,the electrcity went out / was going out.
Wegot / were getting tired so we decided / were deciding to have a break

What did you do / were you doing this morning? | tred / was trying to phone you twice.
I thaught / was thinking about Carla when she phoned / was phoning me.

It suddenly started / was starting to rain while we sat / were itting in the park.

When | got / was geting to the office, everyone already worked / was already working.




