Reading and Use of English Part 5

You are going to read an extract from a novel. For questions 1-6, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you
think fits best according to the text.

Jenny half opened her eyes to stare at the glowing numbers of the clock radio on the bedside table.
As it was still dark, she assumed that it was fairly early, but squinting at the clock she realised that

line 3 it was nearly time for her to get up. She was irritated that the winter darkness had beguiled her into
thinking she still had a few hours in bed.

As she turned over, she heard a noise from the other bedroom. The sound bore no relation to the

images in the dreams she was leaving behind as she slowly woke up. Still half asleep, she realised

it was the creak of a cupboard door. This was followed by footsteps padding around the room next

to hers and then another creak. It was her father opening and closing his cupboard doors as he

prepared for the day. He was always the first one up in the morning. She imagined that he would

already have his tracksuit on and was picking up his trainers, about to put them on. The squeak of
line 11 the bed as he sat down confirmed that.

Her father was predictable, she thought to herself fondly. The night before he had announced that

he was going for his usual run by the lake, as he did every morning, no matter what the weather or
what other people might want him to do instead. Jenny really admired the fact that he would stick

to his plans, whatever obstacles were in his way. He’d do a few exercises to warm up on the terrace
outside the house, and then he’d jog down the winding, tree-lined lane to the woods, where he would
pick up speed before coming to the lake. He’d run twice around the lake, which at this time would
inevitably be covered in mist, before coming home and having two boiled eggs for breakfast. But first
of all, before even leaving the house, he’d have to find the woolly hat he always wore and fill his water
bottle. This procedure would take a few minutes as he always threw his hat and bottle down on a
chair in the kitchen when he came back, but he never remembered this the next morning and would
therefore spend several grumpy minutes looking for them before he set off on his morning ritual.

Jenny heard her father go downstairs and waited for a few moments while she knew he would be
filling his water bottle and fetching the back door key from a large hook. She then got out of bed,
throwing on an old jumper that hung on the back of the door, in order to fend off the cold that
enveloped the big old house at this time of year. She walked over to the window, and just at that
moment, as she had anticipated, her father came out onto the terrace, stamping his feet to warm
them up, his water bottle in his hand. How reassuring this was, in a world which sometimes seemed
so confusing!

Jenny’s father did his stretching exercises and, after a few minutes, he set off at a jogging speed
down the line of leafless birch trees. As usual at this time of year, his movements were the only sign
of life on the country lane as he headed off towards the woods and ultimately the lake. Then Jenny
noticed something different. It was the figure of a man, his grey jacket camouflaged by the trunks of

line 34 the birch trees. Once her father had passed, the man melted out from behind the trees and started to
follow him.
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I Exam practice

1 What is meant by ‘beguiled her’ in line 3?
A tempted her to wake up
B deceived her into a wrong conclusion
C attracted her immediate attention
D distracted her from the clock

2  What is suggested in the second
paragraph about the noise Jenny heard?
A She could identify from it what was
happening.

B She was unsure at first where it
came from.

C She was annoyed because it had
disturbed her sleep.

D She wondered if it meant she might
still be dreaming.

3  What does ‘that’ refer to in line 11?
A the fact that her father had already
got up
B the part of the house her father
was in

C what her father was going to do next
D where her father had sat down

Everyone’s different 3 O

How did Jenny feel about her father’s behaviour?

A She respected the fact that he always did
what he intended.

B She found it irritating that he forgot where
he had put things.

C She didn’t understand why things never went
wrong for him.

D She thought it might be good for him to vary
his routine.

Jenny went to the window in order to
A make sure her father had everything he needed.

B see if the weather was suitable for her father
to go running.

C check that nothing unusual was happening
outside.

D confirm that her father was keeping to his
usual habits.

The word ‘melted’ in line 34 is used to emphasise
the fact that the person in the trees

A didn’t realise they had been seen.

B had been waiting there a long time.

C had to hurry to keep up with Jenny’s father.
D didn’t want to make any sudden movements.

Read each paragraph carefully before you answer the question
as it may test more than one or two sentences.

Writing Part 2: article

You see this announcement on an international website.

Articles wanted

The best articles will be posted on the website.

What qualities do you look for in your friends?

Do they have to be reliable and honest, amusing and good company, or something completely different?
Write and tell us what you look for in your friends in general, and describe one of your closest friends.

Write your article (140-190 words).
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