To-do list (список завдань):

1)  P. 6    Ex. 1a, 1b, 2, 3, 4, 5
2)  P. 7    Ex. 6, 7
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Education and employment

Mark Twain (1835-1910) American writer and humopisg
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1a Use the words in the box to complete the
opinions below.

assessment  curricufum  dumbing down  elitism

interpersonal skills  plagiarism  streaming

‘Education is not about developing your

but about learning facts
2 ‘Frequent examinations are a much more reliable
ce than

and useful way of measuring performa
continuous

3 s an excellent idea because it
enables students with a similar ability to work at
the same pace.

4 “The mos! important aspect of education is the

or subjects which are taught
5 ‘Private education creates and
encourages inequality in society, which is
absolutely disgusting
6 ‘Copying someone else’s ideas,
cheating in exams, and buying qualification:
sometimes necessary.”

~

It's easier to get good grades nowadays because
education is Qualifi

worth less than in the past

b SBURE fducation and employment

tions are

Tb Which opinions do you agree or disagree with?
Discuss your ideas with a partner.

2 In pairs talk about:

1 your country’s education system

2 your own educational experiences

¥ READING

3 Which of the following are important to learn at
school do you think?

1 important dates in history e.g. battles
the names of capital cities

times tables e.g. 4x 7=28

W N

scientific formulae e.g. E=m¢’

spelling

6 mental arithmetic e.g. adding up numbers in your
head

7 poems and excerpts from literature

4 What techniques do you have for learning any of

these? Tell a partner.

5 What do you understand by the term ‘rote
learning’? Scan the article to check your answer.
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6 According to the article are the statements below

true, false or not given?
1 Teachers are no longer important.

2 Leaming new things is not essential.
3 The British education system is old-fashioned.
4 Student autonomy is becoming more common in

British schools.

5 Many people agree with Tapscott’s views.

7 Do you agree with Tapscott’s views? Why / Why

not?

8 EH Listen to three people on a radio phone-in
programme talking about the purpose of education.

Answer the following questions.

i vocasuL

oms

9 Match the following idioms (1-6) that describe
people and their abilities/characteristics with the

1 Whiz-kid
2 High-flier
3 Know-all

Someone who.

a) has many different skill

definitions a~f below.

4 Dark horse
5 Team player
6 All-rounder

and abilities.

b) is very successful in a job or at school.

c] works well in a group especially at work/ in

business,

d) behaves as if they know everything.
e} is quiet but who surprises with their hidden talents.

1) is a skilled or successful young person,

1 Where are they from and what do they do?

2 How da their opinions differ?

f sPraking |

3 Which is closest to Tapscott's view do you think?

4 What is your reaction to the views you heard? How

common do you think they are?

10 1n groups, talk about the following questions.

1 What is the main role of education for you?

2 “You get what you pay for.” Do you think this
statement is true for education in your country?

3 What was missing from your own education?

Google generation has no
need for rote learning

wuste of time for most school
children because such information is
readily available a mere mouse click
[l @ leading commentator has
said.

The existence of Google
and online libraries means t
is no useful place in school for old-
fashioned rote learning. according
to Don Tapscott, author of the
bestselling book Wikinomics and a
champion of the ‘net generation”.

A far better approach would be
10 teach children to think creatively
s0 thut they could learn to interpret
and upply the knowledge availuble
online. “Teachers are no longer the
fountain of knowledge: the [nternet
is.” Tupscott suid. *Kids should learn
about history o understand the
world and why things are the way
they are’ But they don't need to

Mrmurlsmg facts and Agures is a

know all the dates. “They can look
thut up and position it in history with
aclick on Google," he said,

‘Tapscott denies that his approach
Is ant-learning. He argues that the
ability to learn new things Is more
important than ever ‘in aworld where
you have to process new information
al lightning speed.’ e said: ‘Children
arc going to have to reinvent thelr
knowledge base multiple times. So for
them memorising facts and figures is
awaste of time."

His obscrvations chime with a
trend in British classrooms to cut
back on traditional teaching and to
personulise leurning,

Schools are incressingly moving
towards more independent  study
und so-called enrichment activities,
with pupils learning at their own
pace and focusing on what interests
them most. At Wellington College in

Berkshire. for example, Wenagers are
not taught from the front of the class,
but instead sit around a large oval
tuble for seminar-style discussions.

Tapscott believes that the model
of education that prevails today in
most classrooms was designed for the
industrial age. He suggests that the
brains of voung people today work
differently from those of their parents.
He urgues that digital immersion, in
which children may be texting while
surfing the internet and listening to
their MP3 player, can help them to
develop critical thinking skills.

Nis views arc unlikely to be
universally  welcomed.  Richard
Cairns, Headmaster of Brighton
College. one of the country’s top-
performing Independent  schools,
sald that a core level of knowledge
was essential: ‘It's important thist
children learn Fucts. If you have no
store of knowledge in your head to
draw from. you cannot casily engage
in discussions or make informed
decisions.’
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