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PHOTOGRAPHY

READING

1 Do you take photographs? Whent Why? Do you
prefer colour or black and white photographs?

2 Read the article and choose the best title.

a) What makes a good photograph?

b) The best photographs in the world

) Is photography an art form?

3 Find arguments in the article that support the
idea that photography is an art form.

4 Discuss the following questions.

1 What does the aticle say about the difference
between photography and paintings?

2 What reasons are given in the article for
photography xor being an art form¢

3 Do you think photography is an art form?

VOCABULARY: common adverb/
adjective combinations

5 Find the following words in the article and note
the adverbs that go with them.

unexpected different wrong moving

6a Match the adverbs in the box with the
adjectives below.

heavily highly highly ~painiully
woully totally utterly utterly

Adjectives
preised criticised impossible  qualified sy

unbelievable unjustified useless

highly praised

6b Add an adverb from Exercise 6a to the following
sentences.

1 Cartier-Bresson was praised for his coverage of
Gandhi's funeral in India in 1948.

Mario Testino was qualified in many fields before
he moved to London to train as a photographer.

3 The film was unbelicvable yet strangely moving.

4 One Hour Photo is a film starring Robin Williams
abouta shy photo technician.

5 Modern Art was often crificised while it was being
produced.

The banning of photographers from the area was

unjustified

e

Paintings are almost always considered an art form,
but what about photography? The Frenchman
Henri Cartier-Bresson, possibly the most famous
photographer in the 20th century, emphasised the
difference between painting as art and photography
as art.In 1957, he told The Washington Post that
“There is a creative fraction of a second when
you are takinga picture.Your
composition or an expression that lfe itself
offers you, and you must know with intuition
when to click the camera. That is the moment the
photographer is creative! He s, of course, referring

diacy of photography ~ the absolutely

nt, neyer to be repeated, when the
re is aken,

A further characteristic of photography, unlike
painting, s that more can be captured in a
phatograph than was intended by the photographer.

ected and often invisible
rograph
it has not passed through
the brain of the photographer. This is completely
different from the brain processes of the painter,
who decides what he is going to paint, how he will

make the subject interesting and how he is going to
paint it

[ GRAMMAR: ungradable adjectives

7a Look at these adjectives from the article. Put
them in pairs with similar meanings.

good unique excellent  essential
unusual  important

7b Now put the following adjectives into pairs with
similar meanings.

angry bad big cold devastated
cnomous  exhausted fascinating  freezing
furious hungry interesting  small
starving temble tiny tired upset

Adjectives can be gradable or ungradable, for
example, cold is gradable (there are degrees of
‘coldness’) but freezing is ungradable — it is at the
end of the scale of ‘coldness’
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Some eritics of photography claim that modern
cameras reduce photo-taking 10 an automatic
process.They say,Just point and shoot The
camera does the rest.You wil get a good photo’
However, those who see photography as an art
form say that the critics are completely wrong,
They say that the camera canniot. decide between
an ordinary, functional, regular photo and a really
excellent, cleverly composed phato, consciously
constructed. When considering photography as art,
it s the photographer who picks ot the essential
qualities of the subject at a particular moment. The
photographer brings creativity to the process
Milions of photographs are taken every year
bur very few are considered art. However, some
photographs, originally taken for scientific or
commercial purposes and fiot consciously for
art, can be perceived as artistic.Very unusual
photographs taken by explorers in the Antarctic for
geographical purposes often reveal the wonders of
nature by showing contrasts between ice and wa

Photos raken for other purposes, such as news
photography, can alsa become iconic works of
art, for example, the picture taken by Robert
Capa during the Spanish Civil War of a soldie

the moment of being sho, falling backwards. This
photograph is bath deeply moving and histarically
really important

7¢ Whatis the difference between the adjectives
in each pair? Use the examples to help you.
Photos of nature can be very unusual.

That photo of the explosion is absolutely unique.

8 write the adjectives in Exercise 7 in two columns:
gradable and ungradable.

Gradable Ungradable
angry turious

9a Look at the examples from Exercise 7a in the

article again, and the words before them. Underline

the correct option below.

1 Gradable / ungradable adjectives can be made
stronger or weaker with words like very, a bit,
extremely.

2 We often use absolutely with gradable / ungradable
adjectives

PHOTOGRAPHY

GRAMMAR TIP
We can use really with both gradable
and ungradable adjectives:

The film was really interesting.
The exhibition was really fascinating

= Language reference and extra practice, pages 150151

9b Correct the adverbs if they are wrong.
1 I thought it was a very excellent photograph.
2 We were a bit tired after our visit to the Louvre.

3 1 was very devastated when they said the exhibition
was closed.

4 The photographs were extremely terrible.

5 When we had finished going round the photo
exhibition we were absolutely exhausted.

10 1dentify the adverb-adjective combination:
this text. Are there any combinations that don't go
together? Why?

The National Gallery of Ireland has a very excellent
collection of European fine arts. It opened in 1854
and now has over 2,500 paintings. Admission is very
cheap. It has a wonderful Irish collection, including
works by Jack B. Yeats, and the Flemish and Dutch
collection is very enormous. There is even a Vermeer.
There are also works by Caravaggio, Picasso and
Monet. We were absolutely hungry at the end of our
visit and luckily the café has great food. The shop is
located in the new wing, which s itself an extremely
fascinating piece of architecture. For such a small
country this collection is absolutely interesting and
most visitars have a really wonderful day.

SPEAKING

171 1n groups of three, describe one of the best
photographs you have taken, and one of the best
you have seen.

Art
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Language

reference

GRAMMAR

G Gradable and ungradable adjectives

Adjectives describe a quality that something
possesses. To describe, for example, variations in
temperature we can use hot or cold, which are
gradable adjectives. But to describe the limits (the
maximum or minimum level of temperature we use
boiling or freezing, which are ungradable adjectives.

limit «= amount of a quality = limit
ungradable | graduble gradable |ungradable
iy small [size big |enormous
excellent  |good  [good/bad [bad |temble
boiling | warm/hot |temperature |cold | freezing

Some other common gradable and ungradable
forms are tired = exhausted, angry =» furious,
hungry = starving, interesting - fascinating,
upset = devastated, unusual = unique and
important = essential.

Adverbs make adjectives stronger or weaker.
Some adverbs can only be used with gradable or
ungradable adjectives.

‘We can emphasise adverbs of time and place by
putting them at the beginning of the clause:
In 2001 | decided to give up my job and go back to
college.
At home | always feel calm and relaxed.

Adverbs of frequency, certainty and degree
We usually put adverbs of frequency (e.g. never,
often, usually, frequently), adverbs of certainty (.g.
definitely, probably, certainly) and adverbs of degree
(e.g. completely, mostly, mainly) in the middle of a
clause, between the subject and the verb,

We often take the train to college.

You probably left your mobile phone in the taxi.

His work mainly focuses on the human body.
With the verb to be, we put the adverb after the verb,

She is probably the best person for the job.

His later works are often very large.
With auxiliary verbs, we put the adverb between the
auxiliary and the main verb.

We have often laughed at his jokes.

She was definitely staying in the big hotel.

IKEV LANGUAGE

used with used with used with both

gradable ungradable gradable and

adjectives adjectives ungradable
adjectives

very absolutely really

extemely completely

abit lmlry

slightly

The water was very cold.

By the end of the day | was extremely hungry.
The water was absolutely freezing,
We were really hungry and really exhausted!

1 Don't use comparative or superlative forms of
ungradable adjectives. Use gradable adjectives
instead.
sen X
This water is colder than the water in the sea. v

With some adjectives we don't use very, absolutely,

etc,, but instead we use other adverbs, e.g. highly

qualified, completely wrong,

IG2| The position of adverbs / adverb phrases

Adverbs / Adverb phrases of time, place and
manner
We usually put adverbs of time (e.g. then, in 1972,
nowadays), adverbs of place (e.g. there, at home,
to New York) and adverbs of manner (e.g. quickly,
carcfully, creatively, dramatically) at the end of a
clause.
The last invasion of England took place in 1066.
When did you live there?

Language reference |

KL Sequencing information, moving to a new
poi

Ordering information in a talk

Fitstly, VIl (give you a few basic facts),

Finally, 'll (describe what she’s like as a person).
Signalling the end of one topic

Right, I've told you a bit about (her).

OK, that's all | have to say about (her style).

OK, that's it for (the critics).

Right, now you know a bit about the kind of person
she is).

Changing to a new topic

So moving on now to (her style of painting) ...

Let's go on to (her personality and reputation) now,

VOCABULARY

V1] Artand artists

abstract, artist, art lover, collector, contemporary,
controversial, critic, groundbreaking, masterpiece,
modern, painter, preview, realism, realist,
retrospective, sculptor, thought-provoking

V2] Adverb/adjective combinations

completely different, completely wrong, deeply
moving, entirely unexpected, heavily criticised,
highly praised, highly qualified, painfully shy, totally
different, totally unbelievable, totally unjustified,
utterly impossible, utterly uscless





