To-do list (список завдань):

1. Reading –
                    P. 124     Ex. 9
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Unit 8. On the maove -

V. READING o T e e ea St s Sl

Read the text and decide if the statements are true or false,

or the information is not given in the text.

1. Convenience is the only demand to trains in Europe
2. Everything has changed for the better with railways

recently.

3. The author had to squeeze quite a lot into his itinerary
4. Though passengers are advised to travel light, therc are

handy left luggage offices at the big stations.

5. Edinburgh boasts an interesting National Railway

Museum

6. The trip from Edinburgh to Liverpool was longer than

that from Liverpool to London

7. The author preferred spending the nights at hotels rather

than on trains

8. Oxford was the last place he visited during his journey.

S—

Train Hopping through U.K.

(from the Vancouver Sun)

September 17, 2007

Europeans have long been fans of rail travel. They
recognise its convenience: with trains departing from the
very centre of cities, there's no time wasted travelling
1o satellite airports.

For Europeans who travel a lot it's not enough for
trains to just be convenient. They wanr style. They want
breathtaking speed. They want razzle-dazzle.

A Canadian decides to tour Britain by train
are his recollections

It's nearly 845 a.m. at London’s chilly, iron-
framed Kings Cross Station and the final passengers
are hurrying to board as | sit back on the train, sip
my hot latte and flick through a Saturday newspaper.

The carriages begin to move, and within seconds
we burst from the station's shadows into brilliant,
cloud-free sunlight. As the capital
fills the windows, my U.K begins. Like
so many visitors with limited time and unlimited
destinations on the must-see list, I'm attempting an
ambitious inerary.

Britain’s once-shabby railways have improved
greatly in recent years, with bright new trains and
replacement tracks increasing overall speed and
efficiency. But with these improvements have come

Here

substantial fare increases, leading to
among local commuters and the rise of cheap, no-
frills airlines

Luckily, for those like me who prefer to avoid
out-of-town airports, there are several

that are only available l-

Enjoying a challenge and the chance to win over
the confusing and pricey domestic train ticket system,
I've decided to sec just how far | can get on a five-day
BritRail pass. Visiting places and mecting people
one feels the difference between ‘transportation’ and
‘travelling’ after nice social encounters'

After a snail's-pace crawl through north London, we
speed into England’s complete with patchwork
ficlds and tiny villages clustered around churches. As
[ doze in the warm sun or study the rail map unfolded
before me, I decide that my first call should be York
Al just over two hours away, I'll be there in time for
lunch.

Upon arrival, | check the afternoon train times
and drop my bag at the left luggage counter. While
packing light is recommended for train treks. most
large stations have handy storage lockers or bag drop
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services, although
$12.62 per bag. Luggage-free, | follow the signs for a
short stroll to the city centre.

Since Saturday is York’s traditional shopping day,
the winding streets of crooked Tudor buildings teem
with locals. Having some time to spare, | duck into
the adjacent National Railway Museum. which is
home to dozens of old-school locomotives, including
the 1935 Mallard — the world’s fastest steam train.

I'm back on a slightly more modern train by 3 p.m.
for a sweep up the eastern coastline to Edinburgh,
less than three hours away. On arrival [ walk to the
hotel and go sightsecing. Making for the historic
Royal Mile, | have a stomach-stuffing dinner in a
bustling, hearth-warmed pub.

Up early next day | take photos of the hilllop
castle then visit Mary King’s Closec — an entertaining
underground attraction that takes visitors below the
Royal Mile to a catacomb-like area of old homes
where the city poorest once lived.
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Back on the train by mid-afternoon — I've picked

up sandwiches and ncwspapers for the ride — the

takes me down England’s

western flank towards Liverpool. Passing by grey

peaks and glassy-flat lakes, and changing trains at

Glasgow and Carlisle, 1 roll into the Merseyside
metropolis around 9 p.m.

1 haven't visited this dockyard city in 20 years,
and | don't recognize anything on the lamp-lit cab
ride to my hotel. But when I hit the streets the next
morning | discover that Liverpool is sprucing-up for
its reign as 2008 European Capital of Culture.

by late afternoon going back
to London. It's been a tight schedule but being on
the train, rather than following driving directions or
waiting around in airports, has been the trip’s most
relaxing aspect. As | decide which London-bound
departure to take tomorrow, my eyes flick back to
the map and | imagine where | might go instead.
Oxford looks tempting...

Explain the highlighted words and phrases In the text in your own words.

Match the phrases that mean the same.

”

8

L. asatellite airport a. flights without unnecessary extras
2. razzle-dazzle b. _useful and simple-to-use places for keeping luggage
3. the must-see list c. 1o run into some place
4. an ambitious itinerary d. to be full of people who live there
5. no-frills airlines e. some places one should visit by all means
6. handy storage lockers f. an out-of-town airport
77 to teem with locals g. 1o look neater and tidier
8. to duck into h. alot of lmpwssive and exciting activity
9. to spruce up i. a challenging plan to visit a lot of places

12

Find the English equivalents in the text.

n
2)
3)
4)
5)

3aXOMIooua 1yX WBUAKICTE;

3IPYHO BAAWITYBATUCh Y MOTA3I;
npoaMBAATHCA CYGOTHIO ralety;
KOJUCh 3aHeabaHa 3anisHuus;
NiABMUIYIO4H 3arabHY WBHAKICTb Ta
peHTabeabHICTh;

3HAYHe MiJBUILEHHA BapTOCTi Npoi3ay;
nepecyBaHHs 3i LWUBUAKICTIO paBAMKa:

6)
U

8) 3aHaaTo AOpOra BITYMIHAHA CUCTEMA
3a7i3HUYHUX KBHTKIB;
9) Mos nepiua 3ynuHKa;
10) nNoNOPOX Ha TaKCi ByJIMLSMM Yy CBITII
JiXTapiB;
11) WwinbHMA po3Kaan;
12) sianpabaenHs 3 JIOHAOHY.

13 A) What makes going by train feel like ‘travelling’ and not just transportation?

B) Summarise all the advantages and disadvantages of travelling by train mentioned by the author.

Do you think he is for or against train journeys?
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