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Fill in the gaps with the comparative or
superlative form of the adjectives in
brackets, adding any necessary words.
Then, answer the questions.

1 Which is ...the coldest... (cold) planet in our solar
system? Pluto.

2 Is the Gobi desert ... (large)
the Sahara desert?

3 Which s ........ . (heavy) animal
in the wmld”

4 Whichis ..... . (long) wall in
the world?

§ Is Mount Everest - (high)
Kilimanjaro?

6 Whichis ... (small) continent in
the world?

7 Does the cheetah run ..............coeercereveer. (faS)
the lion?

8 Does the blue whale make a ........... (loud)
sound the polar bear?

9 Which are . (tall) buildings.
in the world?

10 Has afalcon ot ...................... (good) eyesight
- S—— . a human?

very + positive form of an adjective/adverb
e.g. It's very hot in here.

much + comparative form of an adjective/adverb
e.g. Today is much hotter than yesterday.

Q Fill in the gaps with very or much.

1 A: This book isn't ._.very... interesting.
: Try reading this one.

That's a beautiful car, isn't it?

Yes, but it's .
than anything | can afford.
This jewellery is nice.

Yes, but the necklace is ...
isn'tit?

| hate geometry, don't you?
Actually, | find geometry ......
interesting than algebra.

: Peter thinks Laura is a .................... polite girl

| know. Barry does, 100.

: I want to lose weight, so I've taken up jogging

: That's good, but did you know that aerobics is a
.. more energetic form of
exercise than jogging?

2

LEE S

.. more expensive

. long,

. more

orxe> ©» o

Adjectives-Adv
Put the adjectives in brackets into the

comparative or superlative form adding
any neccessary words.

What do you think of this dress, Julia?
It's lovely. It's 1) ...the nicest... (nice) of all you've
tried on yet.
A: Yes, but | prefer short dresses.
B: Well, it's true that this dress is 2)
(long) the blue one, but it's also 3) ...

= .. (elegant).
€S, DULI'S @) ..o (EXPENSIVE)
dress we've seen so far.
1 know. The blue one is much 6) ......
(cheap), but it doesn'tlook as good as the black one.
Oh! | can't decide. What time is it?
It's only 6 o'clock. We've got plenty of time.
Really! | thought it was 6) . : (late)
that.
Why don't we go to another shop?
No, I've decided. | like the black dress 7)

5 (good). It's 8)

(expensive), but it doesn't matter.
B: OK Let's go and pay for it

@>

>

>e> @

>2

in the gaps with the comparative or
superlative form of the adjectives in
brackets, adding the where necessary.

My sister went on a school trip to a large outdoor swim-
ming pool last week. Early in the moming, all the children

got onto a bus with their teacher. It was 1) ...the small-
est... (small) bus my sister had ever seen, so it was 2)
(uncomfortable) journey
she'd ever been on. After two hours, they reached their
destination. It was 3) . (hot)
day of the year. When they saw the pool, the children
couldn't believe their eyes. It was 4)

(big) swimming-pool they had ever seen.
Mewumnhmwwumlwmmnm
much §) (enjoyable) than
the rollercoaster at the funfair. Everyone had a fantastic
time. When their teacher asked if they had enjoyed the trip,
they all agreed that it was much )

(good) than having lessons at school!
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Adverb forms

Adjectives (happy) tell us about a noun. Adverbs (happily) tell us about a verb, an adjective or another adverb.
Adverbs can give us information about time (when?), place (where?), manner (how?) and frequency (how
often?).

Sometimes we use a phrase instead of one word:

This morning | feel happy because the weather is pleasantly warm, Some children are playing happily in the
street and a blackbird is singing very beautifully.

Most adverbs are formed by adding -ly to an adjective:

sad— sadly  safe—>safely  hopeful = hopefully

There is a spelling change in adjectives ending -y or -able-ible when they become adverbs:

angry = angrily  miserable = miserably

An adjective ending in -y (fiendly,likely, ively, lonely,lovely, silly, ugly) cannot be made into an adverb. We have
to usean adverbial phrase instea:

She started the interview in a friendly manner.

He laughed in a silly way.

Adverbs and adjectives easily confused

Some adjectives and adverbs have the same form. Some common ones are fast, early, hard, late, daily:
He caught the early train. (adjective) He always arrives early. (adverb)

She's a hard worker. (adjective) She works hard. (adverb)

The bus s always late. (adjective) 1 got home late. (adverb)

My daily coffee costs £2.50. (adjective) | swim daily. (adverb)

A\ Hard and hardly are both adverbs but they have different meanings. Hardly means ‘almost not’ and it s often
used with ever and any. It can go in various positions in the sentence:

She hardly noticed when he came into the room. (= she almost didn't notice)

I had hardly finished my breakfast when they arrived. (= only just)

Rachel s hardly ever absent. (= almost never)

There was hardly anyone in the cinema. (= almost nobody)

Hardly any of the children could read. (= almost none of them)

A\ Late and lately are both adverbs but they have different meanings. Lately means 'recently':

I haven't read any good books lately.

A\ The adverb for good is well, but well can also be an adjective which means the opposite of il

It was a good concert. The musicians played well. (= adverb)

I had a bad headache yesterday but I'm well today. (= adjective)

Some verbs are followed by adjectives, not adverbs (- see Unit 7, B4).

11| Comparative and superlative adverbs

Most adverbs use more o less to make comparatives and the most o the least to make superlatives:
My brother speaks ltalian more fluently than me.

Ispeak Italian less fluently than my brother does.

Of all the students, Maria speaks English the most fluently.
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Adverbs without -ly make comparatives and superlatives in the same way as short adjectives (> see Unit 7, B1):
hard — harder = hardest  high —» higher — highest late = later — latest

I work hard, my sister works harder than | do but Alex works the hardest.

A Notealso: carly — carlier — carliest (not more-early | the-mest-early)

Some comparative and superlative adverbs are irregular:

well = better — best  badly — worse — worst  far = farther/further —» farthest/furthest

Adverbs use the same comparative structures as adjectives:

I can't add up as quickly as you can.

They arrived later than us.

1 Modifying adverbs and adjectives
Some adverbs are used to change the strength of adjectives or other adverbs.
incredibly  extremely  really very rather faily quite slightly
—————— e
stronger weaker
He dances extremely well.  The weather was very hot.
He spoke to her rather fiercely.  The house was quite old.
Some adjectives (e.g. perfect, impossible, excellent) can only be strengthened with adverbs ke completely,
absolutely, totally, entirely:

This crossword puzzle is completely impossible. (not very-impossible)

51| Adverb position

The most common position for most adverbs is after the verb, or after the object of the verb if there is one.
However, they may also go before the verb or at the beginning of a sentence for emphasis:

He packed his suitcase carefully. (end-position)

He carefully packed his suitcase. (mid-position)

Carefully, he packed his suitcase. (front-position)

A An adverb does not usually go between a verb and its object:

(not He packed carefully-his sitcase.)
If there are several adverbs and/or adverbial phrases in the end-position, we usually put them in this order:
how? where? when?

The meeting took place  unexpectedly  in the Town Hall  last Tuesday.

Frequency adverbs (which tell us how often) are usually in the mid-position before a single word verb:
| usually travel by train.

but after am/is/are/was/were:

| am often late.

If the verb has two or more parts, the frequency adverb usually goes after the first part:

| have never been to this part of town before.

Adverbs can sometimes go in the front-position to give special emphasis to how, when or how often:
Angrily, she stormed out of the room.

Sometimes we shop at a supermarket, but usually we go to the market.

Opinion adverbs, which tell us about the speaker's attitude to the situation, usually go in the front-position,
often followed by a comma:

Luckily, we found the money which | thought Id lost.

Actually, | don't agree with what you said.

In fact, the weather was better than weid expected.
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] Grammar exercises

Fill in the gaps using the adverb form of the adjectives in brackets.

1 Franca picked up the sleeping baby 914 (gentle).

2 When she handed him his lost wallet, he smiled at her — (grateful).

3 Irma couldn't see her son anywhere and called his name ——— (anxious).
4 They followed the directions to the hotel - (easy).

5 Tomo admitted his mistake and apologised - (sincere).

6 lcanttextas— asmysister. (fast)

7 You have to press the button —_ to make the machine start. (hard)

& The taxidriverwas— rude to the man with the big suitcase. (terrible)

1 Choose the correct words.

Eleni stepped confident / confidently onto the stage to begin her talk.
The meeting at lunchtime was a complete / completely waste of time.

Marushka did good / well in the exam and she won a prize.

W oN e

Marktried hard / hardly to make the hotel receptionist understand him, but his Spanish wasn't fluent /
fluently enough.

After looking at the computer screen all day, | had an awful / awfully headache.
Even though Deborah did the job efficient / eficiently, they sacked her after two months.

The doctor couldn't understand why Carol felt so hot because her temperature was normal / normally.
The boy behaved bad / badly on a school trip so the school refused to take him on any more.

© e N w

The hotel was far / further from the station than we'd expected.

[ Rewrite these sentences with the adverbs and adverbial phrases in suitable positions.

1 Pavel plays the guitar well for his age. (incredibly)
Pavel plays the guitar incredibly well for his age.

2 They eat steak because it s so expensive. (rarely, nowadays)

3 My grandfather used to take us swimming. (in the summer holidays, in the lake)

4 Thereisa good film on TV. (usually, on Sunday evenings)

5 My mother insisted that good manners are imporeant, (terribly, always)

6 The party had started when the sound system broke, which meant we couldn't dance. (hardly, all evening)
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[ Complete the text below with these adverbs.

She shut the door (1) — 542084 aiter her. Her father wasn't expecting her — she had arrived

() than she had said. He was sitting where he (3) ————sat, in his favourite
armchair by the window. It was (4) ————— old but had been repaired (5) ————— so that
he could continue using it. The room had been redecorated since her last visit and was looking
() elegant. On the shelves were all the books which her father (7) —————— ever
looked at any more.

She called his name. He stood up and she noticed that he moved very (8) . He smiled
and held out his arms to her. She hadn't been in touch with him for five years but (9) e
welcomed her as (10) ———— as he always had.

[/-1| Choose the correct sentence from each pair.

1

a
b
a
b

b

The child spread the jam thickly on the piece of bread. /
The child spread thickly the jam on the piece of bread.

My grandmother drives more careful since she got older.

My grandmother drives more carefully since she got older.

I never have bought anything from that expensive shop over there.

1 have never bought anything from that expensive shop over there.
Unfortunately, we can't come to the party after all.

We can't unfortunately come to the party after all.

My uncle speaks Spanish very well because he lived in Peru for a while.
My uncle speaks very well Spanish because he lived in Peru for a while.
My sister doesn't make friends as easily than | do.

My sister doesn't make friends as easily as | do.

[131 @) Correct the mistake in each of the following sentences by Cambridge First candidates.

© N e LN R

‘The new trains will help them to get back to their homes quicklier. tmore quickly
The new computer system means that you can find what you are looking for more easy.

The teacher was happy with our work because we had worked hardly all day.

1like shoes really much because they say so much about a person.

We had a party on the beach and it was very fun.

You have to pay attention very well carefully to your health and eat properly.

If you go and live in Paris for a year, you will be able to speak French fluent.

You need to dress good for the interview, so they think you are professional.
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Reading and Use of English Part 3

ravers 8

For questions 1-8, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form

aword that fits in the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

ASTRONAUTS
There are two types of astronaut. Some people are (0)  commanders  and
they fly the spacecraft. Others are carefully trained specialists who conduct
) experiments of various kinds and also carry out spacewalks
to repair damaged (2)

Astronauts must pass a lot of medical tests and be qualified in a relevant subject.

They have to be willing to live in an (3) small space and work well
with other people. It is possible for experimentstogo (4) . wrong,
threatening the (5) of the astronauts. They have to be able

to react calmly i a difficult situation and they must also be prepared to work hard.

The first British astronaut was, (6) , @ woman - most astronauts
are male. Helen Sharman got the job after hearing an announcement on the radio.
There were 18,000 applicants and, (7) for Helen, she was chosen.
She said that the most (8) thing for her was seeing the Earth from

COMMAND

SCIENCE
EQUIP

EXTREME
DANGER
SAFE

USUAL

LUCK
AMAZE

120 miles into space.

You will need to make more than one change to

some words.

Grammar focus task

Find eight adverbs in the completed text above. Write the adverb and the adjective which it comes from.

1 carefully careful
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Comparative and superlative adjectives

Adjectives are words which describe nouns (things and people). > Compare with adverbs in Unit 8.

one syllable add -er add -est
strong stronger the strongest
great

You can become stronger at Transformers Fitness Centre.
We've got the greatest variety of games ever!

two syllables, ending in -y drop -y and add -ier drop -y and add -iest
tidy tidier the tidiest
funny

Their flat i tidier than ours
They e the funniest monkeys you've ever seen.

two/three/four syllables more + adjective the most + adjective
famous more self-confident the most self-confident
beautiful

St You can become a more self-confident person.

He is the most famous actor in the film.

A few two-syllable adjectives (e.. quiet, pleasant, common, polite) sometimes also use -er or -est:
It's quieter than any garden I visited before.

Two-syllable adjectives ending in -ow and -er can usually add -er or -est:

clever = cleverer  narrow —» the narrowest

Two-syllable adjectives ending in -le usually add - or st:

simple = simpler = the simplest

Most one-syllable adjectives ending in one vowel + -b, -d, g, -n, -p or -t double the last letter before adding
-er or -est:

big— bigger  sad —» the saddest

A few adjectives have irregular comparative and superlative forms:

good = better — best  bad — worse = worst  far = farther/further = farthest/furthest

Comparative structures
We can use comparative structures to say that:
« things are more:
Our prices are better than those of our rivals.
We have a more exciting range of games than you'l see anywhere else.
« things are less:
Pre-owned games usually aren't as/so expensive as new ones.
The games in the sale are much less expensive than usual.
« or things are equal:
Fantasy games are as popular as football games with our customers.
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1| Adjectives ending in -ing and -ed

Some common adjectives are formed from verbs and have both -ing and -ed forms.

We use the -ed form to describe our feeli

I'm tired. (= a description of how | feel: I've used

up all my energy so | need a rest)

We use the -ing form to describe the things which

make us feel like chis:

This work is tiring. (= a description of the work:

it takes a lot of energy to do it)
Compare these sentences:

ings:

It tiring.

(= the atmosphere was restful)

(= they don't seem nervous)

It's @ boring film. The visitors are bored.
(= there’s no action in it) (= they have nothing to do)
We had a relaxing holiday. Good driving instructors always have a relaxed manner.

That was a very satisfying meal.
(= there was plenty to eat)

The airline has many satisfied customers.
(= the customers feel happy)

"1 Adjective position
Adjectives in English usually go in front of the word they describe:
We visited an old house. We saw some beautiful paintings and some elegant furniture.

Adjectives can also follow verbs such as be, get, become, look, seem, appear, sound, taste, smell and feel:
Everything seemed pleasant when we started. The flowers smelt beautiful and the gardens looked wonderful. But
the weather got very hot and we all felt exhausted by the end of the day.

There are many nouns in English which are used as adjectives:

adiamond ring  a library book a seaside hotel  folk music  strawberry jam

[0 Adjective order
When we use more than one adjective, we usually put them in a certain order. We say:

a strange old wooden chair (not a-wooden-old-strange-chair)
We usually begin with adjectives which give an opinion or general impression:
adangerous old car  a delicate oval tray a valuable silver spoon

Adjectives giving factual information usually follow the opinion/impression adjective and go in this order:

[ sz Jase [shape [colour [orgn [matera |
an ‘enormous old red car
a small oval French mirror
an antique silver soup spoon
Two colour adjectives are separated by and:
a black and white photograph
When we put more than one adjective after a verb, we use and before the last one:
The day was hot and tiring.

Lord Byron was described as mad, bad and dangerous to know.
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Adverbs form their comparatives and superiatives.
in the same way as adjectives.

4 Adverbs which have the same form as the ad-
jective take -er in the comparative and -est in
the superlative.
©.g. hard - harder - hardest, early - earlier - earliest

# Adverbs formed by adding -y to the adjective take
‘more in the comparative and most in the superiative.
e.g. carefully - more carefully - most carefully

Write the comparative and superlative

forms of the following adverbs.

responsibly
hard

fast

noisily

early
satisfactorily

PNBWN

leegulor Cempetetives
end Supetlatives

Use the prompts below to make
sentences, as in the example.

1 an ostrich / an owl (big)
An ostrich is bigger than an owl.
2 gold/ silver (expensive)

3 canadé /"BlaZII (cold)

4 feathers / stones (light)

5 acar/abicycle (fast)

s-Adverbs-Comparisons

more responsibly most responsibly

@

@

aw N

3 Ves and lhe !)

Use the prompts below to make
sentences, as in the example.

Have you read Sheldon’s new novel? It's exciting,
isn'tit?

Yes, it's the most exciting novel ['ve ever read.
Have you seen the new Harvey film? It's frightening,
isn'tit?

Have you met Mary's cousin? She's beautiful, isn't
she?

Have you tasted my mum's cheesecake? It's deli-
cious, isn't it?

Have you heard Michael’s new record? It's bad, isn't
it?

Fill in the gaps with the comparative or

superiative form of the adjectives/
adverbs in brackets.

Excuse me, is there a 1) ...faster.
to Clovelly?
If you take that road, which is 2) ..
(narrow) than the others, it's only 15 minutes walk,
That's the 3) .. ..... (quick) way.
Ah, thanks, We 've been walking for 35 minutes and
we thought we would get there 4)
(soon). We can't even see Clovelly yet.
It's hidden by the trees, they're 5) ............ (tall) than
the houses. You'll like Clovelly. It's one of the 6)
.. (beautiful) villages in north Devon.
Thals whal we've heard. It has some of the 7)
(pretty) houses, hasn't it?
(tasty) fish you've

(fast) way to get

ever eaten!
Thank you very much for your help. Bye.

Fill in the gaps with the comparative
or superiative form of the adverbs in
brackets, adding any necessary words.

Al swims ...faster than... you do. (1as|]

My sister drives ....... S

us all. (carelessly)

I left the party .

Catherine dances .

all. (beautifully)

The leading actress speaks ..
all. (clearly)

My uncle gives .. to the

poor . my father does. (genarously)

Jill Thomas works .

all. (hard)

My best friend plays chess ..........

I do. (well)

... you did. (late)





