Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland is a part of the United Kingdom that is variously described as a country, province or region. Located in the northeast of the island of Ireland, Northern Ireland shares a border to the south and west with the Republic of Ireland. In 2011, its population was 1,810,863, constituting about 30% of Ireland's population and about 3% of the UK's population. The top governmental body of the region is the Northern Ireland Assembly (colloquially referred to as Stormont after its location), established by the Northern Ireland Act 1998; it holds responsibility for a range of devolved policy matters, while other areas are reserved for the UK Government. Northern Ireland cooperates with the Republic of Ireland in several areas.
Belfast and the Best of Northern Ireland

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bcpm1CRg1Sc
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I. Express your agreement or disagreement. Motivate your answer:

1) Northern Ireland is a sovereign state.

2) It is a part of the Emerald Isle.

3) There are no tourist crowds in Belfast. 
4) Man years ago Britain was protestant but most of the Irish was Catholic. The Irish agreed to change their religion.

5) To help bolster its control, London planted protestant settlers mostly from Scotland who as a result assimilated with the locals and became the Scots-Irish, the dominant ethic group in Northern Ireland today.

6)  After the war in 1920s, most of Ireland became Catholic, except the northern part, with its protestant majority, decided to stay with GB.

7) There are no signs of religious division in the country.

8) Northern Ireland is a protestant dominated area. 
9) The third of the population here is Catholics. 
10) This division between Protestants and Catholics led to dramas and war conflicts but the progress to peace has come recently. 

II. Complete the statements:

1) In the 17th century Belfast was only a village. But with the influence of Scottish and English settlers and …

2) While the rest of Ireland is rural and agricultural, Belfast is nicknamed …

3) In 1888 Queen Victoria granted city status to the boomtown of 300,000 and soon after …

4) … was also established at Queen Victoria’s times.
5) One of the famous sights, the Palm House, gives … right in Belfast.

6) There’s the city’s one major museum in the garden…

7) In Belfast’s glory days … employed thousands of people.

8) Production of flax, canvas and rope contributed mightily to the development of ….
9) Mean-spirited murals and pubs with security gates are reminders that the island is …

10)  The other famous cities of Northern Ireland are …

III. Comment on the following:

1) The best way to see Belfast is by cab.

2) The sectarian neighborhoods.

3) Falls road is a well-known Republican stronghold in the west part of Belfast.
4) The Mill Town Cemetery is the place where IRA fighters are buried.

5) A bleak wall separates the Catholic republicans of the Falls Road area from the Protestant royalists in the Shankill Road area. 

6) The only hope for peace is future generation.

7) Northern Ireland’s favourite resort is Portrush.

8) Golf is a very popular game in Portrush.

9) In Northern Ireland, as in the rest of Britain, bed and breakfast places offer a fine budget value.

10) The Antrim coast is one of the most popular and scenic drives in the whole of Ireland.

11) Bushmills claims to be the world’s oldest distillery.
12)  The leading attraction along the coast is Giant’s Causeway.
