Linguo-culture study is a subject which deals with the main aspects and sides of life of a certain country, in our case, of Great Britain. In this study a great accent is made on special names and notions which are connected with the life, history and culture of the country we are studying.
      We are beginning with general statistics and other important figures and then we’ll pass over to each of the national parts of Great Britain in particular.

Lecture 1. Main notions and figures
The official name of the country we are going to speak about is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It’s a long name, and the country is often referred to as Great Britain, the United Kingdom, GB or Britain (mind the use of the article in the full name of the country and its shortened names). By no means, GB can be called England! England is its biggest national part, but not the whole country. If people use this name in Scotland or Ireland, the local people will be offended and may even demonstrate some violence.

     The country is situated on the islands lying to the west or north-west of the mainland of Europe, the biggest of them are Britain and Ireland. GB doesn’t occupy the whole of the island of Ireland, but only its small part in the north-east where Northern Ireland is situated. The rest of this island is occupied by another country, the Republic of Ireland.

      Great Britain consists of four national parts, each having its national identity and its official capital. London, with the population of about 11 mln, is the capital of both England and the United Kingdom. The territory of the United Kingdom is not very big: it is slightly bigger than the territory of Ukraine, but the population of the country is approximately 1,5 times bigger: 64 million people. The capital of GB is a very old city founded by the Romans during the Roman invasion in the 1st century A.D. 

Note: ‘London” in English is not masculine (не чоловічого роду), but feminine (жіночого роду): they say “London, she is a beauty!” The river Thames, on which the capital stands, and which is the biggest river in the country, grammatically is masculine. It is often called the Father Thames. These are only two examples of lack of coincidence in gender of nouns in English and Ukrainian. This is possible because in the English language the category of grammatical gender has no linguistic indices. But as learners of English, we should bear in mind that English nouns have gender too, and this gender doesn’t always coincide with the gender in our mother tongue.

        The state language of Great Britain is English, but in each national part of the country local national languages are used in official and every-day life.

        England is the biggest and best developed national part of GB with the population of about 56-57 mln people. It enjoys the best climate and covers the whole central and southern parts of the island of Britain.

        Scotland is the second big part of GB in size and in population. It covers 1/5 part of the island of Britain in its north, and also about 500 small islands to the north-west of the mainland of Scotland; but its population is about 6 mln. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh (900 thousand), lying on the river Forth close to the eastern coast. But the biggest city is Glasgow (about 1 mln) on the river Tyne, close to the western coast of the country. 

        Wales is another national part of GB, situated on a big peninsular (півострів) in the very south-west of the island of Britain. Its capital is Cardiff (about 300 thousand), which was founded about a thousand years ago.

         The fourth national part of GB is Northern Ireland, which occupies about 1/6 of the island of Ireland in the north-east; its population is less than 2 mln people. The capital of this part is the city of Belfast with the population of less than 300 people.
         Great Britain is a monarchy by its governmental structure, with Queen Elizabeth II as a reigning monarch. She is an elderly woman of 96 years of age, the representative of the Windsor dynasty, which is believed to go back in its roots to Saxon king Ethelred. Queen Elizabeth is said to be the most influential and the richest monarch in Europe. The real government of the country is the Parliament which dates back to the 12th century. This is the second parliament ever existing in the world. It consists of two chambers (палати): the House of Lords, which has no decisive role in politics, and the House of Commons, which is the true government of the country with the Prime Minister at the head. The House of Commons numbers 464 MPs (Members of Parliament), most of which represent either of the 2 biggest parties – the Conservative Party and the Labour Party. At present, the ruling party is the Conservative Party, or the Conservatives, or Tories.  On the 5th of September a new PM (Prime Minister) was elected, Elizabeth Truss, 47 years old, former Military Minister in the government of Boris Johnson who resigned from the office several weeks ago.  

       GB is considered to be one of the three most powerful European countries, one of the founders of the European Union. However, about a year ago the country left the EU because of disagreements with its policy. One of the strongholds of the country’s economy and international influence is the Bank of England, which is considered the strongest and the most influential financial institutions of the world. The currency of GB is pound sterling, or pound, which is more expensive than both a US dollar and a euro. 
       GB is one of the few European countries which has an official religion. The official church of GB is angelical church which was founded in the country in the 15th century by King Henry VIII. Other religions popular in the country are catholic religion, Muslim, protestant and other Christian and non-Christian religions. 
       Free of charge education for all children was introduced in the country at the very beginning of the 20th century, for boys and girls of 7 to 11 years. At present children go to school at 5 up to 16. At this age they sit for exams to receive the Certificate of General Secondary Education (Ordinary level). At the age of 16 they are allowed to work full time. But many young people stay at school up to 18, when they sit for exams to obtain Certificates of General Secondary Education (Advanced level), which gives the opportunity to enter one of British 89 universities. Higher education is paid for, but there are possibilities to obtain a grant or an education loan.

Lecture 2. National Parts of Great Britain.

England

       England is the biggest part of GB. Geographically it is situated in the area of rather mild climate, when the winters are not very cold (the temperature seldom falls below -10 ͦ C) and the summers are not very hot (the usual temperature is between +25 ͦ C and +30 ͦ C. However, the global weather changes of the last 10 years can bring rather unpleasant surprises. A characteristic feature of English climate is rainy and foggy autumns.

       Most of English territory is rather flat, with not very high mountains in the north-western part of the country. This is the famous Lake District, the area which is famous for its natural beauty and which never knew any industry. Here one can see 5 big and a number of small lakes, most of them are connected by streams or canals with picturesque small waterfalls. Several outstanding English poets and writers lived and worked there: William Longfellow, Henry Keats, Dorothy Parker and others. This place has always been favoured by the tourists.

      In the central part of England we can see the Pennines, a mountan chain which goes down England like a backbone. These mountains are not very high, and in some places they are covered by rather thick forests, for instance, the famous Sherwood Forest associated with Robin Hood.

       Historically speaking, England was inhabited by three Germanic tribes – yutes, Saxons and picts. These tribes had their territories and seldom fought with each other. But this territory survived three great conquests (завоювання), which greatly influenced the development of the area.

        The first was the Roman invasion, which took place shortly before A.D. It was Julius Caesar who saw the chalk cliffs of southern England covered by a slight fog and gave the place its famous name: The foggy Albion (i.e., a white country). The Romans were good warriors, they came to build roads and cities, to develop the trade and various skills. They built the city of Londinium on the place of a small settlement, which later developed into the country’s capital, the city of London. Late in the 1st century A.D. the Romans left England. At that time the Roman Empire became so big that it couldn’t guard and protect itself. Soon this empire collapsed and the Romans never came back. However, the influence of this invasion on the English language leaves no doubt.
          The second was the Scandinavian invasion (5-7th centuries A.D.). The conquerors came from the territory of the present-day Norway, they are known in history as Vikings. They arrived by sea several times and even conquered the throne, establishing their kings, the most famous of them were Knut I and Knut II. Thanks to these events, many words of Scandinavian origin appeared and stayed in the English language.
          The third and the longest was the Norman invasion. In 1066 the famous battle of Hastings took place, in which the English king Harold was killed. The Norman prince William became the king of England William I. He settled in London and invited many Norman noblemen to his court. Under his rule French became the language of aristocracy, the court and the law and a great number of castles were built to establish the power of new aristocracy and to protect the borders of the state. Such developments also left a great mark on the English language.

         England has always been the best developed part of GB as concerns its economy and industry. Although the 18th and the 19th centuries industrial revolution developed here at a great speed, on the basis of exploiting rich deposits of coal, iron ore and other ores. Many enterprises were built, and the central part of England received the name of the Black country, because of the extensive exploitation and use of coal. The centre of this area was the city of Birmingham, together with fabric-producing plants of Manchester. After World War II when most natural resources were exhausted, the structure of industries was greatly changed. Now industrial development is directed mostly to IT area, automobile building, manufacturing industry, the production of chemicals and consumer goods and the sphere of services. Much success is reached in the sphere of sciences and the provision of educational services to foreigners.

Scotland
        Scotland lies to the north of England and can be divided into three regions situated horizontally: the Southern Uplands, the Central Lowlands where most of Scottish cities are situated and the Uplands of Scotland famous for its wild picturesque landscapes of lakes and mountains. The highest peak of GB, Ben Nevis (1345 m), is situated there.

      Historically Scotland was an independent country, known for its warriors. The Romans, after conquering England, attempted to go further to Scotland, but quickly understood the nature of picts who lived there. They built the famous Hadrian wall, running across England from coast to coast, to protect themselves and their new lands from severe Scottish battle men. In later times several attempts were made by the English to make Scotland their province. At times these attempts were successful, but the people of Scotland never gave in and tried to restore their independence. It can be said that the quarrels between the two countries quieted down after the death of Queen Elizabeth I Tudor who appointed the Scottish king James VI (son of Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots) to be her heir to the throne. So, the king of Scotland became King James I of England. The last rebel against the English rule took place in the 17th century when England found itself under the rule of King George I (formerly, a German duke and a nephew to the English Queen Ann) who didn’t speak English up to the end of his life.
         However, the feeling of Scottish national identity is world famous. Nowadays Scotland, among all national parts of GB, has its national parliament (Scots Pairlament) established in 1999 after the national voting. It consists of 129 members, and the ruling party is the Scottish National Party) and deals with affairs of Scottish interest. International activity should be approved by the Parliament of GB. The languages spoken in Scotland are English, Scotts and Gaelic, the latter being an old Celtic language, now mostly represented in songs and poetry.

        The climate of Scotland is colder than that of England, and there are more rains. In winter heavy snowstorms are rather frequent. Historically Scotland has never been a prosperous area, because of poor soils and not developed industry. Nowadays, this area attracts millions of tourists by its beauty and good ecology. Traditional and new industries survive a period of development: fishing industry, the production of whiskey, Scottish wool and woolens and fabrics of very high quality and the production of flowers and vegetables on hothouses around bigger cities. A great role is played by oil- and gas-producing industries, and further on, of chemical industry.
Wales

         Wales is a Celtic part of Great Britain, situated on a big peninsular which stretches away from the south-western part of England. This is an old country, with an old language, literature and culture.  The greater part of Wales is mountainous, with a lot of small rivers and beautiful landscapes. The coast of Wales is covered with dozens of Norman castles built to protect the low coast from the invaders. One of the most beautiful castles is in Cardiff, the capital, and also the Caenaferon Castle should be mentioned. This was the home place of the Welsh princes who rules the country before the last of them died having lost both sons in the battle against the invaders from the North. After this the country went under the rule of the English king Edward I. For a long time everything Welsh was neglected by the London government and the Welsh language was not taught at schools. Most people worked in coal mines or bred sheep. Hard times came when coal became exhausted. Within the last 30 years a new economic program was introduced in this region, with an accent on atomic industry, tourism and leisure industry. With its quiet beautiful villages and three big national parks Wales attracts thousands of tourists from other parts of Britain and from abroad. A special word must be said about the Welsh music, and namely, about singing. It may appear strange, but the great majority of outstanding British singers are Welsh; in each village there is at least one choir. Competitions of such choirs, especially of male choirs, are more important in Wales than football matches, and even rugby matches. According to a legend, rugby was invented in Wales.  This way or other, but Welshmen sing in all occasions: at birthdays and weddings, on national holidays and even when grieving their dead.

         The Welsh language has also survived a new birth: it is taught at schools and at the Welsh national University, there are radio- and TV channels broadcasting in Welsh.                    

