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GRAMMAR REFERENCE
B Articles n Describing trends

1 Todescribe changing circumstances, we can

The indefinite article: a/an
Weusea/anin the following ways:
1 before unspecified singular countable nouns.

She works in an office.

2 with the names of professions.
She’s an executive and he’s a manager.

3 in expressions of measurement.
We charge $500an hour:
Itsellsat €1.75a litre.

4 before a noun to mean all things of the
same type.

A loss leader is an article that a store sells
at a low price to tempt customers to buy
other goods.

The definite article: the
We use the:

1 whenitis clear from the context what
particular thing or place is meant.

I'll meet youin the reception area.

2 before a noun that we have mentioned
before.
They had a villain Cannes and a chalet in
Innsbruck, but they sold the villa.

3 before adjectives to specify a category of
people or things.

the rich, the poor, the French, the
unemployed, the World Wide Web

Zero article: (9)

We do not use an article before:

1 mass nouns used in general statements.
(@) Moneyis the root of all (9) evil.

2 the names of places and people.

(@) Poland, () Japan, (&) Dr Spock,
(9) President Obama

use verbs of movement.

improve increase recover rise (&)
decline decrease drop  fall ()
A dramatic movement may be expressed by:
rocket soar )

dive plummet ()

A slight movement can be indicated by:
edge up )
edgedown dip ()

The amount of increase can also be
indicated using these verbs:

halve Ch)
double (x2)
triple (x3)
quadruple (x4)
increase tenfold (x10)

Or with a preposition:

Our business grew by 15% last year.
Sales have increased from €5 million to
€5.8 million.

Changes which have not reached their
end-point are expressed using -ing.
Profits are falling.

Unemployment has been rising.

If the change is complete, we use a perfect
tense.

The government has privatised the rail
network.

Sales have increased, and that has meant
higher profits.
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UNIT5 >~ ADVERTISING

Articles

48

alan

We use a or an before singular countable nouns.

a publicity stunt

We use aoran to introduce new information.

They are building up to a traditional 30-second advertising campaign
We often use a or an to refer to people’s jobs.

She’s an accountant

.

We use a before consonants and an before vowel sounds
a commercial, an advert

the We use the when we think our listener will know what we are talking about.

the Internet

We use the when it is clear from the context what particular person,
thing or place is meant because it has been mentioned before.
The campaign is the latest attempt to ...

‘zero article’ We do notuse an article before:
uncountable nouns used in general statements.
Information is power.

the names of most countries, companies and people.
Poland, Honda, lan Armstrong

A few countries require the:

the Philippines, the United Kingdom, the United States

Grammar reference page 148

Look back at the article on page 46. In paragraphs 1 and 2, why area or an
used instead of the before these words?

1 publicity stunt 3 entire 3 minute 20 second break
2 team of skydivers 4 live skydiving jump

In the first two paragraphs of the article, which specific examples of the
following are referred to?

1 aproblem
2 abroadcaster

3 abrand name
4 alive advertisement

5 acampaign

Tick the correct sentences. Add the where necessary in the other sentences.
You may need to add the more than once.

1 Knowledge of advertising code of practice is vital to those wishing to work in
advertising industry.

2 We want to film a TV commercial in Russia.

3 The ‘Think small’ Volkswagen Beetle advert was one of most successful advertising
campaigns of 20th century.

4 Four major brands — AOL, Yahoo!, Freeserve and BT - all achieve awareness of over
40% amongst UK adult population.

5 Next year, | am going to work for an advertising agency in USA.

n This text is about a television advertisement. Some of the articles are

missing. Write in the missing articles - a, an or the ~ where appropriate.

Almost as soon as the “gorilla’ So what role did the distribution of its advertising on

television commercial for Dairy
Milk chocolate was first shown
on 31 August, people started
posting it on YouTube. People
also started asking questions.
like did it feature real gorilla
playing drums?

extraordinary take-up of gorilla
ad on Intemet play in Dairy
Milk’s success?

And was success of the
advert a lucky break? For like
Unilever and Diageo. Cadbury
has benefited from the free “viral®

Intemet as consumers ¢-mail,
post and create spoof versions of
gorilla campaign.

Gorilla commercial is most
viewed advertisement so far this
year on YouTube, the content-
sharing website.
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@ Complete the sentences with the best word.

1 Ifa celebriiy“ﬁﬂd{’ﬁ@?ﬁ.. a product, they say how good itis in

advertisements.
a) persuades b) launches ) endorses

2 Billboards, those large signs used for advertising, are often called
C *in British English.

a) leaflets b) slogans ¢) hoardings

3 Manufacturers of toiletries and cosmetics frequently offer free
for customers to try out their new products.

a) samples b) commercials ) posters

4 Adverusmg done at the place where a product is sold is called
................ advertising’.

a) public b) point-of-sale ¢) eye-catching

.. of sports or arts events can be a powerful method of

advertising:
a) Research b) Endorsement ) Sponsorship

6 !fyou hear about a new product from a friend or relative, this is called
.. advertising’.

a) Word-for-word b) mouth-to-mouth ) word-of-mouth

7 Outdoor advertising is growing rapidly because the cost of TV ................
has risen dramatically.

a) commercials b) publicity ) research

Q Match each verb on the left with two phrases on the right.
a) between two products

b) a product
to launch »—/— c) somebody’s imagination

to capture d) a message to somebody
to differentiate e) one product from another
to communicate f) somebody’s attention

g) an advertising campaign
h) with somebody
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@ The passage below is the first part of a text about ‘subvertising’. Complete it
witha / an / the. Put @ if no article is necessary.

words ‘subvert’

‘Subvertising’ is . combination of
and ‘advertising’. Indeed , subvertising consists in subverting or sabotaging

commercial as well as political advertisements that are displayed in

.............. public places.

Hereis ...... veerr... Simple example: | advert for...... e o
famous brand of cigarettes depicted . handsome
middle-aged man gazing thoughtfully into ........ distance.

= caption was four words long: The mmr?{uu know... This ad was
easily subverted by someone who just added .............. following words:
...the less you smoke.

Q In the second part of the text, all eight instances of the definite article, the,
have been removed. Insert them back where they belong.

Tthurpose of subvertisers is usually to encourage people to think, not only
about products they buy, but also about nature of society they live in.

There are a number of similarities between advertising and subvertising:
both are very often creative, witty, direct and thought-provoking.

However, differences between two are enormous. While goal of advertising
is ultimately to increase consumption and corporate profits, subvertising aims
to make people aware of constant pressure they are under to buy things, to
spend money, to ‘shop-till-you-drop’, so that they may be able to resist that
pressure.

o In the third and last part of the text, there are no articles. Write ina / an /
the where appropriate.

In addition, subvertising i¢ reaction against invasion of public places by
hoardings, posters, slogans, logos, etc, which some people say ‘pollute our
mental environment’. It is attempt to ‘reclaim streets’, to free our personal
space of those consumerist messages which can be seen or heard left, right
and centre in our cities.

While one cannot ignore that in eyes of law, altering hoardings is
considered minor form of vandalism, one has to recognise that subvertising is
form of creativity and way of exercising one's freedom of speech.





