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ALESSI'S INNOVATIONS

READING
1 Look at the photos. What are they? Would you

2b Identifying main ideas Read the article again and
match the headings to the paragraphs.

like to own any of these Alessi designer products? a The way forward i
Why?/Why not? b The importance of design
c How designs are developed
2a Read the article about Alessi quickly and find d  Famous designers
the following. e International expansion
1 the name of one great artist N R R
2 the names of three members of the Alessi family 2c Find words in the text which mean the following.
3 the names of three Alessi products 1 someone or something that is not successful (para 1)
4 the names of three designers that have worked for Alessi 2 to change (para 2)
3 the use of new ideas or methods (para 2)
4 introducing new methods for the first time (para 3)
5 agreat idea about what you should do (para 3)
6 something famous that is admired by many (para 4)
ALESSI'S tnventions
1 3

Italians only keep beautiful and useful things in their homes,
an Htalian friend once told me. Perhaps that's why most of
them love Alessi, the famous Italian design company. Alessi
rates design very highly, even placing

it above profitability. The president,
Alberto, does not worry about his
failures, according to an article in Fast
Company. He holds his meetings with
designers in the Alessi private museum,
which contains material from all of
Alessi's products including some flops,
to remind him about the importance of
taking risks. Alberto believes that the
most original design concepts come
from the borderline between what is
possible and what is not.

2
The company was founded in 1921 by Giovanni Alessi,
Alberto’s grandfather. Giovanni's son, Carlo, began Alessi’s
tradition of design. It was Alberto, however, who transformed
the company into a world-wide success by employing
freelance designers, increasing exports, and enhancing its
reputation for beautiful, useful products and innovation.
Alessi's core business is metal working and
the company continues to use metal,
e.g. stainless steel, primarily. However,
Alessi has also introduced the use of
other materials such as plastic, which is
easier to mould and a cheaper material
to produce, to incorporate the idea of
fun into design.

A

’

‘When Alberto began working at Alessi at twenty-four, one of his
first projects was ‘Alessi d'Apreés’. He commissioned Salvador Dalf
and other artists to design a piece of art to be mass-produced
and available for the general public. The pioneering project was
very difficult so after a while his father, Carlo, stopped production,
but not before Dali created an object for the company.
Apparently nobody knows what the product’s purpose was, but
ccommissioning these artists shows Alberto Alessi’s inspiration,
and indicates why Alberto places such importance on learmning
from every project, even if unsuccessful. As a result, the company
uses a formula to decide whether designs should be developed
which emphasises whether they have a practical function,
whether they please

the senses, and if they

fit with current trends

important that the

product can be sold at

areasonable price.

4~

Richard Sapper, Aldo

Rossi and Philippe

Starck are just some

of the great designers

that have worked for Alessi. The company has created many
icons, such as Starck's *Juicy Salif’ citrus squeezer, the ‘Anna
G." corkscrew and the ‘Mami’ stockpot, which was designed
by Stefano Giovannoni.

5

Alessi is no longer only a manufacturer of kitchen and
tableware products. Its range has included watches,

cordless telephones, bulbs and lights, glasses and even cars.
Alessi recently paired with Fiat to design the Fiat Panda Alessi,
which features internet access and has a picture of the Alessi
man on its wheels! This world-wide Italian company can be
expected to continue its tradition of promoting the very best
design whilst forever reinventing itself.
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3a Listen to three pairs of students at a
=useum of design. In which order do they talk
out the things below?

3b Listen again. Are these sentences true, false or
not given?

The first design is by da Vinci.

This design is over 500 years old.

Da Vinci’s most famous painting is the Mona Lisa
Pablo and Irina are looking at a corkscrew.

The corkscrew was designed in the early 1980s.
The third object is the designer’s best-selling design
George would like to buy one of these.

NOUEWN =

GRAMMAR
AODALS (PRESENT DEDUCTION

4a Look at Audio script 7.3 on page 170 and underline
the modal verbs must, cant, might and could. Look at
the words around them.

4b Match each modal verb with one of these meanings.

1 ltcant be true a | think this is possible.
2 Itmightcould be true. b I'm certain that this is true.
3 It must be true. ¢ I'm certain that this is not true.

ALESSI’S INNOVATIONS

4c Look at the modal verbs in Exercise 4b. What is
the opposite of must be when we are talking about
deduction?

™= Language reference and extra practice pages 138-139

5 Rewrite the sentences below using must, can’t,
could or might.

1 I'm sure this design is by Armani
This design must be by Armani.

2 Alessi is definitely one of the most influential design
companies of all time.

3 I'msure this painting is not by da Vinci.

4 Maybe this painting is by Picasso, but I'm not sure.

5 Not many people are attending the exhibition. I'm
sure they aren’t promoting it very well

6 This product looks dangerous to me

7 People are not sure if it is a Starck design.

8 I'm sure that designer is working very hard. I've seen
a lot of her designs.

6 Work with a partner to discuss what you think the
designs above are. Try to use these words and phrases.

could  can't I'm sure/certain ...
It's possible that ..

must  might
maybe/perhaps ...
It's not possible that .

SPEAKING

7 1f you had the skills, what would you like to
design/re-design?
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P: Supposiag we let each floor of the hall have
one parny per semester. That'd reduce the
umber of parties a lot.

- Mavbe, but there would still be quite a lot
of noise when each floor had their party.
No. I don't think that's the right thing to do.
Let's see, what other options do we have?

MC: I've got an idea. How about letting the
students book a room in the main building
for parties? You could charge a small fee,
and tell them that they have to book, say,
four weeks in advance. | think most people
‘would accept that.

M: Yes, good idea. That's the best solution,

[ think. OK, Pablo?

I don’t know. I'd like to discuss it with the

other reps first. They may come up with

some other ideas.

M: All right, | know there are other things you
want to talk about. The best way is to
discuss the matters at our Management
Committee meeting. Why don't you send
me notes on all the problems and 1l
include them in the agenda?

P: Right, we'll do that.

=

LESSON 7.2 RECORDING 7.2

A: Let’s brainstorm some ideas for our new
project, the folding chair. So first, who
exactly is our target consumer?

B: Well, we need to reach as many people as
possible. The chair could be useful for all
kinds of people, you know, people going
camping or fishing, or even going to outdoor
concerts. In fact, it could be suitable for
anyone who has to sit outside for a long time.

A: OK, what about the materials for making it?

8: Well, it must be light and easy to carry if we
want to gain market share. We can't use
steel - that's 0o heavy. We can use
aluminium for the frame and canvas for the
seat. And to keep costs down, maybe we
should make it in just three colours.

A: Yes, that's important. Also, it must be cheap
if we want to be competitive. There are one
or two chairs on the market that sell at
under €50. We can produce something
similar - it doesn’t have to be very different
for this market. But we can have a second
more expensive model oo, if that's what
people want.

8: Mmm. Good point. OK, another thing: the
rules say it has o be strong enough to
support a heavy person.

A Absolutely. OK, in terms of timing we don't
need to rush, but we could launch it just
before the summer - there'll be a big
demand for it then. In fact, we really mustn't
miss this opportunity.

: You're right, but we shouldn't launch it until
we're really ready. Look, | think we should
wait for the results of our market research
before making any decisions.

LESSON 7.3 RECORDING 7.3

1 A=Anna, B = Becs

A: Wow, look at that. What s it?

B: I's a drawing. | think it's a sort of flying
machine.

A: Yes, it could be that. Who do you think
it's by?

8: Mmm, it might be by da Vinci, | believe
he did that sort of thing. Have a look at
the sign. What does it say?

170

A: Erm ... yes, you're right, itis da Vi
: Goodness! It's in very good condition ...
it says here he was born in 1452, so it

must be over 500 years old.

A: Yes, and it's an amazing drawing.

B: Yeah, | read somewhere he was
fascinated by birds and flying. Perhaps
that's where he got his ideas for the
drawing.

A: Yeah, you're probably right.

2 P = Pablo, | = Irina
P: Oh look at that, Irina. That must be the

famous Anna G. corkscrew.

Yes, it can’t be anything else. Oh look,

there’s a full range with all the different

colours. How long have they been
around for?

: | think since the early 1990s.

No, they can't be that old. What does it
say here? Oh, you're right. It first
appeared in 1994.
P Mmm, it was a classic design. | think
you can still buy them in the Alessi shop.
= George, § = Sally

: What's that?

I've no idea. What could it be?

It might be a spaceship. Well, a toy

spaceship. It's the right shape.

No, I'm centain that it's not that. It

wouldn't really be in a museum of

design.

G: Mmm, | see what you mean. And maybe
it's 100 heavy to be a toy. What else
could it be?

S: Mmm, | don't know really. What does it
say on the notice?

G: It says it's a lemon squeezer. Apparently
it's the designer Philippe Starck’s
best-known design.

s: OK, | see it now. Would you like
something like that?

G: No way! It just doesn't look practical.

ovoo

w

LESSON 7.4 RECORDING 7.4

1 think this is by far the best entry. It's a
lightweight travel jacket, designed by an ltalian
student, Antonia Moretti. As you can see, it
looks very modern and stylish. In my opinion,
it's aimed at young people. It will appeal to
people who are on the move, people who
want to carry lots of things on them when they
‘make trips abroad or go to sports events or
music festivals. They're the kind of people who
would love this jacket. But it's also suitable for
students and for people commuting 1o work.

It has several special features. There are three
extra-large pockets for carrying clothes, shoes,
and other items like that, and four smaller
pockets. Al of them zip up for extra security.
One of the jacket’s best qualities, I'd say, is that
the zips have a lifetime guarantee, so they must
be very sturdy.

The jacket has two unique features. Firstly, it's
‘made from a new material which is very strong,
waterproof and heat resistant. And secondly,
it's got a pocket with a lock, so you can keep
money and valuables in it safely. Not even a
pickpocket could open it! Another strong point
is the logo on the sleeve - a unique, one-off
design by the famous street artist, Miki Panos —
5o it looks really cool.

OK, this is the design that gets my vote. The
jacket's durable, functional, easy to use and,
above all, innovative. | think we should give it
our first prize.

LESSON 7.5 RECORDING 7.5

L = Lecturer, £ = Erika

L: So, you'd like me to give you some advice
on editing your work, Erika?

E Yes, if you could give me a few tips, it
would be very helpful. | know [ need to
check my written work more carefully.

L OK. Il try to keep it simple. What are the
most common mistakes students make
when they write? These are the sort of things
you should be looking for. And everyone
should think about them when they check
their written work

E Exactly.

L= OK. Vll give you five or six points to think
about. First of all, check your spelling and
punctuation carefully. If you've typed your
work, don't forget to use a spell-checker.

£ Oh, yes. Good idea.

L Of course, you'll make mistakes with
difficult words, , oh, erm

but students
often make mistakes with simple words, like
spelling ‘writing’ with two Ts! And of course
you need to punctuate your work correctly.
Many students seem to forget that we use
full stops when we write English!

€ | know what you mean. My teacher is
always telling me to use a full stop instead
of a comma!

L= Right. And don't forget about capitals.
Check your written work to make sure that
you have used capital letters where they're
appropriate.

& OK. Got that.

L: My next tip s to check your work for
grammatical errors. In particular, check
your verb tenses and verb forms. Make sure
you've used the right tense or form. You
have problems using the present perfect
tense. Think carefully before you use that
tense. It's easy to make a mistake with a
verb form, especially with the past tenses of
iregular verbs. Don't use ‘gone’ when you
mean ‘went’ and don't use ‘catched’ when
it should be ‘caught’. OK?

€ Right. | often make mistakes with irregular
verbs — they're very difficult to learn and
then | write the wrong form in an essay.

L Yes, they're difficult and so are prepositions.
Check that you've written the comect
preposition after an adjective or verb, For
example, don't write ‘depend of’ when it
should be ‘depend on’. So many students
make that error, you wouldn’t believe it.

E OK. Be careful with prepositions. I'll check
them in a dictionary if I'm not sure.

L: Good. Word order is important, too. Check
that you've used the right word order in your
sentences. That's especially important for you.

E Yes, that's true - | often make mistakes with
word order. It’s a real problem for me.

L My final piece of advice is, after you've
written something, always ask yourself the
questions ‘Is my meaning clear?” and ‘Will
someone reading my work understand what
V'm trying to say?’ That's it, really, | hope my
tips will help you.

E 'msure they will. 1l put them into practice
when | write my next essay.





